
Ian & Susan Flannery  Read their story inside. 
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MSBrownJewelers.com3304 Pacific Ave., Wildwood, NJ   609-522-7604

5 South Main St., Unit 103, CMCH, NJ  609-463-8799

SINCE 1950

Years !7755
HaPPY

M.S. Brown M.S. Brown JJewelersewelers
Celebrating the oldest jewelry store sparkling 

on Pacific Avenue in downtown Wildwood since 1950
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INCLUDING THE BOARDS!

As I reflect on 25 incredible years in real estate, I want to take a moment to express 
my deepest gratitude to all the clients, colleagues, and partners who have been part of 
this journey. Over the years, I've had the privilege of helping countless families find 

their dream homes, guiding first-time buyers, and assisting investors in making smart 
choices. It’s been a fulfilling experience, and I’m proud of the relationships I’ve built 

and the trust my clients have placed in me.

Much Sunshine and Happiness to All!

SINCE 1950

YYeeaarsrs !!
2255SELLING FROM BEACH TO BAY . . .

"Having somewhere to go is home.  Having someone to love is family. Having both is a blessing."

609-602-2008

ColleenSowers@outlook.com

ColleenSowers.com

3300 Pacific Ave.
Wildwood, NJ 08260

609-523-1112

Broker Associate
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w h e r e  y e s t e r d ay  &  t o d ay  m e e t  b y - t h e - s e a

“It’s more than a publication; it’s a sunbeam that brightens the community, 
ensuring that the tales of Wildwood are told and cherished for generations to come.”

~Phicklephilly {thank you!}

d o r o t h y ’ s

“The sea lives in every one of us. It is the quiet in our soul, the ebb and flow of our own breath.”

Dear Friends,
As I sit with the sun-kissed sand be-
tween my toes, the sea ebbs and 
flows its way into my soul, serenad-
ing my thoughts with a profound 
sense of gratitude washing over me. 

Welcome to the Summer edition of 
Sun by the Sea, where we celebrate 
the beauty, joy, and magic of our 
cherished seaside haven.

Here at The SUN, we honor the sto-
ries that connect us to the Wildwoods 
—tales rich with history and charm. 
Within these pages, you’ll find a 
tapestry of memories and reflections 
woven together to capture the spirit 
of this extraordinary place, along 
with a tribute to the hardworking lo-
cal business community that helps us 
enjoy the very treasures this seaside 
resort has to offer.

After a long, cold winter, we return 
to the sea, bringing our worries and 
exchanging them for the peace and 
calm of endless summer days. The 
ocean, with its timeless rhythm, pro-
vides a sanctuary for the heart and 
mind. Its healing power rejuvenates 

our spirits and fills us with inspiration.
The healing energy we find by the 
sea resides in the stories it’s inspired.
We believe in the power of stories. 
They nourish our souls, ignite our 
imaginations, and bring meaning to 
our lives. Stories connect us to the 
past, anchor us in the present, and 
guide us toward the future. They are 
as essential as the waves that end-
lessly kiss the shore.

This issue is an invitation to im-
merse yourself in the moments that 
make life by the sea so special. 
Feel the sand beneath your feet, let 
the salty breeze sweep you away, 
and lose yourself in the magic of 
the Wildwoods. And if you feel in-
spired, please share your cherished 
old Wildwood photos and stories at 
thesunbythesea@gmail.com. 

I love reminiscing about the old 
Wildwood and celebrating every-
thing that makes this place so spe-
cial. It wouldn’t be the beloved 
destination it is today without its 
rich history—and, of course, the busi-
nesses that form the very heartbeat 
of the Wildwoods.

Together, let’s savor the simple plea-
sures, honor the memories that have 
shaped us, and embrace the beauty 
of the shore we hold so dear. 

May these pages bring you the 
warmth and wonder of the sun by 
the sea itself.

Contents of The SunContents of The Sun

Disclaimer
The Sun by-the-Sea Newspaper© 
and So They’ll Know Inc. cannot 
pledge the accurateness or compre-
hensiveness of all editorial content in 
all of its constituent parts. 

    “Any society that needs  
  disclaimers has too many 
        lawyers.” ~Erik Pepke 

Salute
the Flag!

Thank
a Vet!

gggggggggggggg
Artist, Editor & Publisher, Ad Sales
Dorothy McMonagle Kulisek

609.214.5608
The SUN by-the-sea©2025

The Original, Nostalgic, Magazine
Published, Edited & Designed 

by Dorothy Kulisek
with the help of those listed here:

Assistant Editor, Meg Corcoran

CONTRIBUTORS: 
Al Alven • Alissa Florio • Bob Ingram 

Rob Kulisek • Keri Mikulski
Marina Mangano Morey

Steve Murray • David Neff 
Capt. Gary Sloan • Grace Zambardi

Easy to hold! Fun to read!
Flip it over and begin again!

Gratefully Yours,

Dorothy xo
artist, editor & publisher

everything you need to know is in The Sun!

WINTER HOLIDAY ISSUE 
due out November 21, 2025

Deadline for submissions is October 31

Frankie Triano Boogie Boards   11

Closing the Case: 
Judge Lou Belasco Retires  12

I Met My True Love in Wildwood : Cover 
Models, Ian & Susan Flannery   16

Something Smells Fishy 18
Jean Conrad’s 101st Summer   22
Russ Stetser Raises His Flag  25 

Doo-Wop Days or New-Wop Ways  27

David Brown’s Canvas Beach Chair 
and the Dream of Wildwood  28

Where Seagulls Laugh  31
Groff’s Restaurant Memories 32

Groff’s Secret Peach Pie Recipe 33

Vanishing Americana   34
Boardwalk Photobooths   35
Seagull Motel Memories  36

Dorothy’s Wildwood Childhood 
Pastel Painting Series   40-41  

While You Were Away News is featured 
in the BOARDWALK SECTION   42-55

FLIP SIDE
Fishin’ with Capt. Gary   4

The Fishing Trip that Got Away   5
Honoring Jim Byrne   6
Once Upon a Tide   9

Wildwood Women Making History  12
Katie Madden becomes the 
first woman Chief of NWPD
Julie Blackmon becomes the 

first woman Lieutenant on NWBP
Former WCBP, Taylor Hammeke dives 

the Great Barrier Reef

Hereford’s first Female 
Lighthouse Keeper 14

Blast from the Past Yearbooks   15
Boogie Boarding Fun  17

A Wildwood Legacy that began in 1954 
with Two Adventurous Young Girls  20

JULY & AUGUST TIDES  23
Churches on the Island   24

Central Bible Church 1907-2024   25
An Oscar for Ralph    26-27

While You Were Away New & Old 
Business is featured in the 

DOWNTOWN SECTION  34-53
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July Hath 31 Days.
Full Buck Moon    July 10TH   7:37 pm

6/27 Wildwoods Boardwalk Friday Night 
Fireworks Kick-Off FREE 10pm from Pine Ave. 
beach every Friday night DOOWW.com

6/27-8/1	YOUTH FOR CHRIST Heatwave. 
Wildwoods Convention Center & beach. 8am-
10pm 412.854.1110

EventsEvents

7/29 The Wildwoods Love Waddler’s Baby 
Waddle - Wildwoods Convention Center 
Turnaround circle. 10:30am

7/30 Wildwoods Baby Parade
Wildwoods Convention Center, 
Boardwalk and Fox Park  6pm

7/26-27 Ultimate Beach Frisbee Tournament 
Beach at Schellenger Ave, Wildwood. 9-5

6/24 Downtown Wildwood MOVIES in the Plaza 
Kick-Off –FREE Every Tuesday at sunset 
6/29 FOX PARK Concerts Kick-Off –FREE Every 
SUNDAY at 7:30pm

J U N E  Hath 30 Days.
EventsEvents

6/28-29 Cape Express Beach Blast Soccer-
Wildwood beach between Poplar & Spencer 

7/4-6, 12-13, 19-20  Boardwalk SID 
Craft Shows All handmade products. 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. 
7/4   Independence Day & Patriotic 
Pooch Parade New Parade Route on JFK 
Blvd. North Wildwood. 9am 
7/4  Downtown Wildwood July 4th Party  
Byrne Plaza 7:30pm. MISGUIDED BAND
6/27, 7/18, 8/1, 8/15 Anglesea 
Nightmarket & Food Truck Fest 
Olde NJ Ave. 5-10pm 

7/5 SIDEWALK CHALK COMPETITION at 
Bill Henfey Park. North Wildwood. 9am.
7/11 WILDWOOD CREST SAND SCULPT-
ING FESTIVAL Heather Rd. beach, 9am
7/11-13  Anglesea BLUES Festival & NJ 
State  BBQ Championship Olde NJ Ave., 
Smokin’ hot blues on an outdoor stage.

7/11-13  NJ JEEP INVASION Wildwood 
7/19-20 Cape Express “MORE” Beach Blast 
Soccer between Spencer & Poplar on beach

7/26 Wildwood’s Christmas in July Golf

Cart Parade. Boardwalk 10a.m. - 1 p.m. 

7/26 Christmas in July with Santa Claus 
On the Beach in North Wildwood. 
7/26 WILDWOOD CREST CHRISTMAS in July 
Festival along Sunset Lake. 6pm-9pm 

7/26 Community Band by the Sea (rain 
date 7/28 Byrne Plaza, Wildwood. 7PM  
Honoring of “The Golden Age of Bands”

Look for their ad in the Downtown Section

Teams are Welcome: Police, Fire & Lifeguard Team AwardsTeams are Welcome: Police, Fire & Lifeguard Team Awards

REGISTER ONLINE: sjtiming.com
July 19, 2025
For more info: SunandSand5KRun@gmail.com

Sponsored by the North Wildwood Police Officers Association

5K RUN
Sun & Sand

SATURDAY
RACE RACE 

BEGINSBEGINS
PROMPTLY PROMPTLY 

AT 8AMAT 8AM

“Summer is a promissory note signed in JUNE, its long days spent and gone before you 
know it, and due to be repaid next January.”  ~Hal Borland

2025 Summer Races 
6/26 MAYRA YOUTH REGATTA GWYC
        Sunset Lake 10am-2pm

7/7  Cape May County Lifeguard Champion-
ships, Rambler Rd. Beach, 6:30pm

7/11 Beschen-Callahan Memorial Lifeguard 
Race 15th St. & Beach. 6pm
 
7/12  BOOGIE BOARD Races 17th Ave. 10am

7/12  WILDWOOD BP PIER TO PIER  
         Lincoln Ave. 10:30am

7/12-13 StepBack 3v3 Basketball Tournament

7/14 WBP 21 DOWN DAY Lincoln Ave. 10-3 

7/19 Sun and Sand Police & Fire Survivors 7/19 Sun and Sand Police & Fire Survivors 
        5K  Route TBA 
Elks Lodge, 1st & Olde NJ, 9am start

7/25 Dutch Hoffman Memorial Lifeguard 
        Races Lincoln Ave. Beach, 6:30 pm

7/31  TRI WOOD LIFEGUARD CHAMPION-
SHIP  Lincoln Ave. Beach 6:15pm

8/2  Wildwood Crest 5K Beach Race 
       Heather Rd. 8:30am

8/3 LIFE ROLLS ON Baker Ave Beach 10-4

8/4  Wildwood NAVY SEAL Challenge
Lincoln Ave Beach 6 pm

8/9 “LIVE LIKE BOLLE” 5K Race imo Bill Bolle
       15th Ave. beach, 8:30 am 

8/19 Around the Island Row  Inlet beach 7am

NEW! SEPT 5-6 WILDWOODS THUN-
DER OVER THE WAVES AIRFEST the 
main viewing area will be from N. Wild-
wood beach to end of Wildwood beach.
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Hereford LigHtHouse 

1st & Central Ave., North Wildwood, NJ   
609-522-4520

gardens & gift sHop

Built 1874

FREE DAILY TOURS 
OF THIS HISTORICAL LANDMARK

www.herefordlighthouse.org
*Above painting is available as a 

note card at Sunstore.bigcartel.com

“The sun shines different ways in summer and winter. And we shine differently in the seasons of our lives.” ~Terri Guillemets

Don’t miss an exhilarating day of free, 
high-flying fun over the waves.  

WildwoodsAirShow.com
Sponsorships available.
Call 609.846.2657.

  IL
DWOOD

D A Y S
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EventsEvents
August Hath 31 Days.

Full Sturgeon Moon August 9th  3:55am

Whatever you’re looking for...
You’ll find it at the 

North Wildwood Flea Market!

SUNDAY
AUGUST 10, 2025

50

nwfleamarket@gmail.com

There should be an extra month of the year called 
BEACHEMBER.

DOO WOP EXPERIENCE MUSUEM
4500 OCEAN AVE. WILDWOOD

Open Spring & Fall Fri-Sat 6-9
Summer: Thurs- Sun 11am-9:30pm   

Museum, Gift Shop, Snack bar, 
Milkshakes and more.

TROLLEY TOURS Tues. & Thurs. 8 pm
$25 adults - $15 children 12 -under
See retro 50’s & 60’s motels, neon 
signs and new & mid-century architec-
ture, narrated by a tour guide. 

Reservations 609-551-2289
www.doowopusa.org

Doo Wop Preservation League

See A COMPLETE UNKNOWN for 
free this summer at Cape May Movies 
on the Beach on July 10th. (at Dusk)

BOB DYLAN FANS

“Sweet childish days, that were as long as twenty days are now.” ~William Wordsworth

JUNE 19–22 
Barefoot Country Music Fest

JULY 4 
Fourth of July Fireworks

JULY 4–6 & AUG. 22–24 
Sports Card, Toys, Comics 

& Collectibles Show

JULY 11–13 
NJ Jeep Invasion

JULY 11–13 
NJ State BBQ Championship 

& Anglesea Blues Festival

JULY 18–20 
NJ Bronco Invasion

JULY 23 
Harlem Globetrotters

JULY 30 
Wildwoods Baby Parade

AUG. 8–10 
Tattoo Beach Bash

AUG. 24–28 
Wildwoods Restaurant Week

AUG. 31 
End of Summer Block Party

SEPT. 5–6 
Wildwoods Airshow

SEPT. 6–7 
Mummers String Band Show

SEPT. 12–13 
Boots at the Beach

SEPT. 19–21 
Irish Fall Festival

DON’T MISS THESE  
FREE WEEKLY EVENTS  

ALL SUMMER LONG:

Friday Night Fireworks  
on the Beach at 10 p.m. 

Concerts Four Nights a Week

Downtown Wildwood  
Farmers Market

Boardwalk Craft Shows

Movies Under the Stars

Family-Friendly Festivals

And ...

FREE BEACHES ALWAYS!

W I L D W O O D S  I S L A N D  S H U T T L E — L E A V E  T H E  D R I V I N G  T O  U S 
Jitney service from Diamond Beach to Olde New Jersey Avenue ... 
and everywhere in between!
 
Download the free Jitney Surfer app.
 
Plan your visit today and enter 
to win a free family vacation.
W I L D W O O D S N J . C O M
8 0 0 . 9 9 2 . 9 7 3 2

Events
Here are some of the fun events happening in the Wildwoods:

Monday 10am 

July 7, 2025

Babies!
Save the 

Date!

301 Anglesea Ave., N. Wildwood
609-522-0152 • for more info    

ST. DEMETRIOS 
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

ST. DEMETRIOS 
GREEK FESTIVAL

AUGUST 
22, 23 & 24

MUSIC!  FOOD!  DANCING!

7/31-8/12  Warehouse Clothing Sale 
Wildwoods Convention Center

8/1-3  Battle at the Beach Mixed Martial 
Arts Tourn. Wildwoods Convention Center
8/7 National Lighthouse Day- Hereford 
Inlet Lighthouse. 10am - Noon

8/8-10 Tattoo Beach Bash   WCC

8/8-10, 15-17 Baseball on the Beach 
between Andrews and Rio Grande Aves. 
8/11-12 Adult Wiffle Ball Tournament

8/30 Ed’s Funcade World Champion-
ship Skeeball Tournament

8/31 Wildwood Block Party & Music 
Festival - Fox Park, Noon.

8/5  NATIONAL NIGHT OUT - FREE
5:30-8:30pm WILDWOOD - Fox Park
NORTH WILDWOOD - Bill Henfey Park
WILDWOOD CREST - Centennial Park

Boardwalk Craft Shows- 8/2-3, 9-10, 29-30
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N E W  J E R S E Y  S TAT E  B A R B E C U E  C H A M P I O N S H I P  AWA R D S  N E W  J E R S E Y  S TAT E  B A R B E C U E  C H A M P I O N S H I P  AWA R D S  S u n d a y  4 : 3 0 p mS u n d a y  4 : 3 0 p m

NJ STATE BBQ CHAMPIONSHIP

ANGLESEA BLUES FESTIVAL

FREEFREE
ADMISSIONADMISSION

• Championship Barbeque Competitors         • $10,000 in Prizes
• “Gold Winner Best Festival Jersey Shore” • Specialty Vendors

Friday 4pm-11pm    Sat 11am-11pm    Sun 11am-6pmFriday 4pm-11pm    Sat 11am-11pm    Sun 11am-6pm
   Along Olde New Jersey Ave. in North Wildwood   Along Olde New Jersey Ave. in North Wildwood

Proceeds Benefit the Anglesea Volunteer Fire Co. Scholarships & More

Fun forFun for

the Entirethe Entire

Family!Family!

BBQ & BLUESBBQ & BLUES

JulJulyy 11 11thth-13-13thth , 2025, 2025

YearsYears
2727

NJBBQ.COM • ANGLESEABLUES.COM

FRIDAY JULY 11TH
THE OUTCROPS 

4-7 PM
MICHAEL ALLMAN BAND

7:30 - 10:30 PM

SATURDAY JULY 12TH 
BLUESTIME 11 AM-1 PM 

FOUR ON THE FLOOR 1:30 -3:30 PM 
BILLY WALTON BAND 4-7 PM 

SLIDE WINDER BLUES BAND 7:30-10:30 PM

SUNDAY JULY 13TH 
 SLIM & THE PERCOLATORS

11 AM-1 PM
ZYDECO A GO GO

1:30-4:30 PM

SAVE THE DATE FOR ANGLESEA’S 28TH ANNUAL BBQ & BLUES FESTIVAL : July 10, 11, and 12, 2026

“Blues: The only color we can feel.” ~Charles Wayland Towne, Master of Pholly, Doctor of Loquacious Lunacy, etc
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Monster Truck  Sept.  26 - Sept. 27

Summer Summer 20252025
Presents the

Dutch Hoffman Memorial Lifeguard Races
July 25 Lincoln Ave. Beach, 6:30pm

National Night Out 
Aug. 5 Fox Park, 5:30 - 8:30pm

Wildwoods Baby Waddle July 29 9:30am

Wildwoods Baby Parade July 30
on the boardwalk at 6pm. 

Ultimate Beach Frisbee Tournament 
July 26-27

Navy Seal Challenge
August 4 Lincoln Ave. Beach, 6:30pm

Sponsored by the Tourism & Development Commission

NJ Jeep Beach Invasion July 11-13
On the Wildwood beach south of 

the Convention Center

NJ Bronco Invasion July 18-20
On the Wildwood beach south of 

the Convention Center

   CHRISTMAS in JULY 
July 26

Golf Cart Parade, Craft Show, Music
10am-12pm Parade

Community EventsMusic Events

Sporting Events

Beach Baseball Tournament 
August 8-10, 15-17 

at Fox Park  1pm - 10pm
Wildwood Block Party  Aug. 31

June 29
SENSATIONAL SOUL CRUISERS
60’s, 70’s & 80’s motown, disco & R&B

July 6
 MIDNIGHT ROCK SHOW

The Ultimate 1970’s Rock Tribute Band

July 13
 THE MAHONEY BROTHERS

National Recording stars with numer

July 20
THE DOOBIE OTHERS

Doobie Brothers tribute band

July 27
TOMMY CONO SHOW 

National recording artist

August 3
THE ELO TRIBUTE BAND

August 10
CHICAGO 9 

Chicago Tribute Band

August 17
THE FABULOUS INFERNOS

The Ultimate 1970’s Rock Tribute Band

August 24
THE FM BAND

The best of Classic Rock

Sunday Night Concert Series 
Fox Park at 7:30pm FREE  

Cape Express Soccer ‘More Beach Blast’
July 19-20

Olde Time Italian Festival Sept. 26-27 

The Race of the Gentlemen  Oct.3-5

Sept. 6 at Byrne Plaza
11am - 8pm / Rain Date 9/8

Food & Music Festival

NEW!  Wildwoods Thunder Over 
the Waves Air Show  Sept. 5-6

From parking lot to perfect spot call 609-846-2012 
Wildwood Beach Taxi and Baker Ave. Beach Parking 

must have 4x4 wheel drive

“A vacation is having nothing to do and all day to do it.” ~Robert Orben
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The Best #1 Free Beaches!

For 2025 Exercise Class Schedule, call 609-522-2955 or visit northwildwood.comFor 2025 Exercise Class Schedule, call 609-522-2955 or visit northwildwood.com

North Wildwood, a place in the sun for family fun!        PROGRAMS, ACTIVITIES, AND SPECIAL EVENTS
900 Central Ave, North Wildwood, NJ 08260     (609) 522-2955     Fax: (609) 522-0402

   @North Wildwood Recreation and Tourism       northwildwood.com

2025 Summer Camps

New Logic Marine Science Camp
Outdoor Camp Experience

M-F, 9am-2pm  Ages 5-14 
June 23-27, July 14-18, 

July 28-August 1, August 11-15

Skyhawks Golf Camp
Boys & Girls  Ages 5-8 

June 30 - July 3 9am - 12pm

Skyhawks Volleyball Camp
Boys & Girls  Ages 9-13 

June 30 - July 3  9am - 12pm

48th Annual Around the Island Row  
Tuesday, August 19 Begins at 7am on the Inlet Beach

50th Annual Flea Market
    Sunday, August 10  8:30am-3:30pm, JFK Beach Drive

Sidewalk Chalk Competition
Sat., July 5 All ages. Bill Henfey Park. Contest 9am, Judging 10:45am, Prizes 11am 

Sun and Sand Police/Fire Survivors 5K Race & 1 Mile Walk
Saturday, July 19 Reg. 6:45am  Race Begins 8am

Along the Wildwoods Boardwalk

North Wildwood Soccer Camp
at Bill Henfey Park         
Full Day 9am-3pm

Half Day 9am-12noon 
June 23 - June 27 and July 7 - 11  

Boys & Girls 5 to 14 yrs. 

       Buckets Basketball Camp 
          NW Rec. Boys and Girls
June 30 - July 4 9am - 2pm Ages 9-15 yrs.    

July 14-18  9am - 1pm Ages 5-9 yrs. 
July 28 - August 1 9am - 2pm Ages 9-15 yrs.

North Wildwood Recreation & Tourism presents the Summer of 2025North Wildwood Recreation & Tourism presents the Summer of 2025

North Wildwood Skate Park
between 23rd - 24th on Delaware Ave.

OPEN EVERY DAY  Free.  
* Weather Permitting * Helmets & Pads 

required.  No Bikes or Scooters.

Playground on the Beach
16th & the Beach

Don’t forget your 
Safety Equipment!

Bill Henfey Park
8th & Central Ave.

Playground, Basketball Court, 
Softball Field, Multi-Purpose 

Athletic Field

        5th Ave. Boat Ramp
 5th & the Bay

Seasonal Permits Available
Kayak Storage Permits

North Wildwood Allen Park
20th - 23rd on Delaware Ave.  

Playground, Tennis & Pickle Ball 
Courts, Hockey Rink, Basketball Court, 

Gazebos, overlooking the beautiful 
back bay wetlands area.

Summer Basketball Leagues
Please visit NorthWildwood.com

for all league schedules

Save the Dates!

56th Annual North Wildwood Rec 
Surf Fishing Tournament  

Fri: 7am-5pm, Sat: 7am-5pm, Sun: 7am-11am 

September 5-7

Miss North Wildwood Crowning
Wednesday, June 25, 6:30pm  Hereford Lighthouse Courtyard

September 11th Commemoration 8am, 15th & Central Aves.

Christmas in July House/Business Decorating Contest
Judging - July 23 - 25  Winners announced Saturday, July 26 Prizes!

Philadelphia Flyers Community Caravan
Wednesday, July 16  3:30pm-5:30pm

George D’Amico Hockey Rink, 23rd & Delware Aves.

Boogie Board Races
           Saturday, July 12 Reg. 9am  Contest Begins at 10am 

on the beach at 16th Avenue, North Wildwood. Prizes!

          56th Annual Beschen-Callahan Memorial Lifeguard Races 
Friday, July 11, 6pm 15th Avenue Beach, North Wildwood. 609.522.7500

NJ State BBQ Championship & Anglesea Blues Festival
Fri., July 11 - Sun., July 13  Fri 4pm-11pm; Sat 10am-11pm, Sun 10am-6pm, 

Olde New Jersey Ave., North Wildwood, njbbq.com

En oy
NW
northwildwood.com

TM

abc

North Wildwood’s Beach is 1.5 miles 
long and is guarded from the Inlet 

beach to 25th Ave.

26 Handicap Surf Chairs are available
NWBP Headquarters 

15th Ave. & Beach
nwbp@northwildwood.com

(609) 522-7500

The Surfing Beach is 
between 2nd & 4th Ave.

National Night Out         
    Tuesday, August 5  5:30pm, Bill Henfey Park8th & Central Avenues

Christmas in July with Santa Claus 
Saturday, July 26 Begins at 1pm on the Beach, North Wildwood

Surfing Santas
Saturday, July 26  Sign-up 8am, Contest 9am

1st & Surf Ave. Inlet beach

Independence Day Family & Pooch Parade 
Friday, July 4,  9am. NEW PARADE ROUTENEW PARADE ROUTE - JFK BLVD.

Fall Events

Halloween Trunk or Treat 
Block Party Sat. Oct. 25, 

Olde New Jersey Ave. Vehicle check-in 
4:30pm; Event 5:30pm-7pm

         34th Annual Irish Fall Festival
Thurs. - Sun., September 18 - 21

8am-11pm Daily

Tree Lighting at Hereford 
Lighthouse Saturday, Dec. 6, 4:30pm

           New Year’s in North Wildwood 
Mummers String Band

Friday Sept. 15 & Saturday Sept. 16
Parade on Olde New Jersey Ave. 5pm

“Children raced outside. She surveyed their trail — traces of sticky fingerprints across everything, like wee poems.” ~Dr. SunWolf

�����’���������’���������
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www.cmcaoh.com

Friday, September 19thFriday, September 19th
VENDORS - 8AM to 7PM Olde New Jersey Avenue
LIVE IRISH ENTERTAINMENT - 12PM to 8PM

Sunday, September 21st
CATHOLIC MASS - 10:30AM Saint Ann’s R.C. 

Church, Glenwood & Atlantic Avenues 
Protectors of the Faith Guards, the Emerald Society Color 
Guard & Bag Pipers including a liturgical bag pipe soloist 

PARADE - 12:30PM Starting at 20th & Surf 
to Spruce & Olde New Jersey Avenues 

VENDORS - 8AM to 7PM Olde New Jersey Avenue

NORTH WILDWOOD JITNEY SERVICENORTH WILDWOOD JITNEY SERVICE
Download the Jitney Surfer App

Location: Wildwood Catholic Academy
No Limits Boxing vs. Irish Boxing  Start time 6:00PM

A.O.H. GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Cape May National Golf Course, Time: 8AM  
Rt. 9 & Fairway Dr. - 2 miles South of Rt. 47   

Includes: Green Fee & Cart, Refreshments and Buffet Lunch 

Thursday, September 18thThursday, September 18th
LIVE AMATEUR BOXING IS BACK!

Saturday, September 20th
5K RUN & 1 Mile Walk - 8AM SIGN-UP - $30. fee

Along the world-famous Wildwoods Boardwalk 
{prizes awarded}

BRIAN RILEY PIPE EXHIBITION 
10AM at Bill Henfey Park

VENDORS - 8AM to 7PM Olde New Jersey Avenue 
IRISH DANCE LESSONS - FREE  

10AM to 12PM - Knights of Columbus Hall
LIVE IRISH ENTERTAINMENT - 12PM to 8PM 

NNorthorth  Wildwood’sWildwood’s  3434THTH  AnnualAnnual
IrIsh Fall FestIIrIsh Fall FestIvalval

Since 1992

September 18th • 21st
  2025

“Eyes that look at the world through a lens of wonder, find those things that make it wonder~full.” ~Anon.
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www.wildwoodcrest.org

WILDWOOD CREST RECREATION DEPT.
5800 Ocean Ave. Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260    (609) 523-0202   Info Center: (609) 522-0221

Joseph Von Savage Memorial Pool (609) 522-0084      Wildwood Crest Tennis Courts

Presents the Summer of 2025
RECREATION & TOURISM

IT’S BETTER IN THE CREST

CREST
WILDWOOD

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 5th, Centennial Park 

5:30PM - 8:30PM  Fun for the whole family!

Christmas in JulyFestival & Boat Parade
Saturday, July 26th at Sunset Lake 6-9PM 

Christmas themed festival with visit from Santa.

13th Annual Crest Sand Sculpting Festival
Friday July 11th  Heather Rd. Beach 9AM-2PM

OUTDOOR SUMMER 
FITNESS CLASSES

SUNSET LAKE GAZEBO
LIVE MUSIC SERIES

MONDAYS 
 June 30 through August 25

Sunset Lake Gazebo at Miami Ave.
June/July Shows 7:30 p.m./ August - 7 p.m.

(schedule of acts at wildwoodcrest.org)

SUMMER LIVE 
MUSIC SERIES

WEDNESDAYS  7:00 p.m. 
Food Trucks Each Week 5-9pm

Centennial Park, Fern Rd. and Ocean Ave.

July 2 ~ Billy D. Light Trio (classic pop,rock) 
July 9 ~ Fab Mania (Beatles tribute)
July 16 ~ Streetlife Serenade (Billy Joel tribute)
July 23 ~ Basic Cable (hits of the 1980s)
July 30 ~ Star Band (oldies, classic rock, pop)
Aug. 6 ~ The Mugshots (rock, pop hits)
Aug. 13 ~ British Invasion (British classic rock)
Aug. 20 ~ Crossfire Hurricane (Rolling Stones tribute)

SATURDAYS  7:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.
Centennial Park, Fern Rd. and Ocean Ave.

July 5 ~ Plaid Salmon (rock/funk/soul/pop favorites)

July 12 ~ Legacy Band (dance/party hits)
July 19 ~ Whiskey Crows (rock/soul/Jersey bar sounds)

July 26 ~ No show due to Christmas in July 
                 on Sunset Lake
Aug. 2 ~ Chicago 9  (Chicago tribute)
Aug. 9 ~ Megan Knight Band (modern country/pop)
Aug. 16 ~The Deck Band (dance/party/rock hits)
Aug. 23 ~‘70s Flashback (dance hits of the 1970s)
Aug. 30 ~ The U2 Show (U2 tribute) 
Sept. 6 ~ Dirty Dance Band (dance/party oldies hits)
Sept. 13 ~Winslow  (Eagles tribute)
Sept. 20 ~ Roundhouse Band (dance/party hits)

Wildwood Crest 5K Beach Run
Saturday, August 2nd, 8:30AM

Beginning and ending at the Wildwood Crest Beach Pier

Crest Gourmet Food Truck Festivals
Wednesdays~ July 2nd through August 20th 

Centennial Park 5-9 PM

 Seafarers Celebration on Sunset Lake

Firefighters’ Weekend Craft Show
Friday, September 12th 9AM - 5PM

Saturday, September 13th 9AM - 1PM 
Rambler Rd. & Ocean Ave. Gazebo by-the-Sea

Cape May County Lifeguard Championships
Monday, July 7th Rambler Rd. Beach, 6:15PM

Summer in the Crest

Class meets at 8:30 am. on Heather Ave. 
& the beach, north side of Pier. Follow 

the flag marker. Please bring a towelmat.

CREST ARTS PAVILION 
ENTERTAINMENT 

MONDAYS
June 30 - Aug. 18  7 p.m.

Children’s / Family Entertainment
magicians, street performers, & more!

TUESDAYS 
July 1 - Aug. 19  7 p.m.

Live Original Music Series
schedule of  artists at wildwoodcrest.org

THURSDAYS
June 26 - Aug. 21  7 p.m.
Beginners Paint Classes 

FRIDAYS
June 27 - Aug. 22    7 p.m. 

Free Children’s Ukulele Lessons 

New! Run the Crest Centennial Park start & finish. 
5k Race Fri. Oct. 3rd

10k Race , 1/2 marathon & Kids Races are Sat., Oct.4th

Saturday, Sept. 20th Street festival along Sunset Lake 9AM-5PM 
Live Music at Centennial Park 7 PM, Beachfront Fireworks 8:30PM

ZUMBA with Lacey & Janet
Saturdays June 28 - Aug. 30
Mondays June 30 - Aug. 25 

CARDIO PUMP with Lacey
Tuesdays July 1 - Aug. 19

INTERVAL TRAINING with Lisa
Wednesdays July 2 - Aug. 20

TONE & FLOW AEROBICS 
with Lacey

Thursdays July 3 - Aug. 21

BOOT CAMP with John
Fridays July 4 - Aug. 22

PILATES with Holly
Mondays June 30 - Aug. 18

“Kids: They dance before they learn there is anything that isn’t music.” ~William Stafford, “Keepsakes,” c.1950s
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Every summer day, sixty-four-year-old 
Frankie Triano wakes up from his nap 
around 3:00 pm, grabs his boogie board, 
and walks up the street to Toledo Avenue 
Beach in Wildwood Crest. He has a strict 
routine. Boogie boarding for one hour, 
walking to greet all the lifeguards on duty, 
and returning to his spot to swim in the 
ocean until the lifeguards pack it up for 
the day.
“I love living in the Crest and boogie board-
ing is my favorite thing to do,” Frankie said 
from his home on Toledo Ave.
Frankie, known as the Best Boogie Boarder 
in the Crest, loves catching waves. And he 
does this after biking the entire island ev-
ery day.
“I met Frankie and his mom about thirty 
years ago,” Frankie’s friend, Lenny Bern-
stein, said. “Frankie has great energy. He 
lights up the beach with his smile and per-
sonality. He’s just wonderful to everyone.” 

Boogie BoaRding FrankiE 
Brings joY to Crest BeacheS

Thank you to our friend and faithful 
Sun Paper Deliverer,  Lenny Bernstein, 
for helping us highlight Frankie’s 
story in the pages of The Sun

So wonderful that Frankie has been 
deemed an honorary lifeguard for up-
lifting the squad and the spirits of those 
around him.
“He knows everyone’s name, birthdate, 
and where they live,” Lenny said. “He 
even sets up a boogie-boarding race 
yearly with a trophy and everything. 
And of course, Frankie always wins.”
Frankie will soon splash in the waves 
after he recovers from a minor surgery 
this Spring. 
“It’s been a rough time for Frankie,” 
Lenny said. “He had surgery, and then 
his mom had to move to assisted living.” 
Lenny’s wife, Christy, takes Frankie to 
see his mom as often as he can. But 
these setbacks don’t squash Frankie’s 
spirit. “It’s so nice here. I can’t wait to 
get back in the ocean,” Frankie added 
with a bright smile.

By Keri Mikulski

“Your purpose is not 
the thing you do. 
It is the thing that 

happens in others when 
you do what you do.”

~Dr. Caroline Leaf

FERRYING CARS & PEOPLE 
BETWEEN NJ & DE DAILY! 

BOOK NOW! 
800.643.3779  | CMLF.COM

Operated by

Just enjoy the ride!

SCAN FOR 
SCHEDULE 
& FARES

“Today is a wonderful day! I’ve never seen this one before.” 

“On the ocean of life let your mind be the ship and your heart be the compass.” ~James David Manning
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On November 1, 2024, the community came together to express heart-
felt gratitude to Judge Louis J. Belasco for his exceptional dedication 
and service. Serving as North Wildwood’s Municipal Court Judge since 
1986, Judge Belasco has been a pillar of fairness and integrity through-
out his decades-long career.  In addition to his role in North Wildwood, 
he also served as a judge for the Atlantic/Cape May Vicinage, earning 
the respect and admiration of all who worked alongside him.
As Judge Belasco retires, we extend our best wishes for this exciting 
new chapter in his life where he’ll be able to enjoy spending more 
time with his highschool sweetheart Mary Louise and their children 
and grandchildren. Thank you, Judge Belasco, for your many years of 
wisdom, service, and invaluable contributions to our community.

The Judge with his wife and children at his retirement party

Closing the Case: 
Judge Belasco’s Remarkable Career

Open every day in the heart of Stone Harbor on 96th St. 
at South Jersey’s only Dine-In Movie Theater (609) 796-5669

www.harborburgerbar.com

~Ronald Reagan
“We might come closer to balancing the budget if all of us simply tried to live up to the Ten Commandments and the Golden Rule. ‘Do unto others...’”

May the Sun shine its light on all we have to be grateful for !

HOAGIE TRAYS FOR EVERY OCCASION
Italian Sampler Trays • Specialties & Salads • Healthy Alternative Hoagies

HEADING TO THE BEACH?  PACK A PRIMO!
Open Daily    Call Ahead for Pick Up    We Deliver

1209 NEW JERSEY AVE. NW  (609) 522-1300
6105 NEW JERSEY AVE. WC  (609) 523-6590

FULL DELI COUNTER
Lunchmeats Sliced to Order • Rolls • Pickle Barrel • Salads • Sides

NOW AVAILABLE!

North Wildwood & Crest Locations Under Same Ownership

ORDER ONLINE at PrimoHoagies.com
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ROSENELLO’S
WINDOWS - SIDING - ROOFING

www.rosenellos.com

Call us for a Free Estimate

215-244-3993215-244-3993

Unequaled Product, Price & Professionalism for 40 years!

Mike Rosenello Mike Rosenello 
North Wildwood & Philadelphia

 267.671.0737  
OPEN 7 DAYS

@shopatvagabond@vagabondcapemay

37 north third st., 
phila, pa 

on Third between 
Market and Arch    

BEST OF
PHILLY

STELLAPOP handknit sweaters by Mary Clark

Old City Phila.

v a g a b o n d b o u t i q u e

609.305.5559 

518 rear Washington Street
Cape May, NJ

by Carpenter’s Lane 
on the Washington Street Mall    

vagabondboutiquecapemay@gmail.com

Fairtrade ~ Independent Designers ~ Natural Fabrics

Clothing and Gifts   New and Vintage

Cape May

“When we pray, our hearts glow a glorious joy that lights our souls and all the world around us.” ~Terri Guillemets

“Always Shine like the Sun!”  ~Psalm 37:5
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MORE EXPERTS.
MORE SPECIALTIES.
MORE EXTRAORDINARY CARE.
If you're in Cape May or Atlantic County, you have access to the region’s leading 
health system at Cooper University Hospital Cape Regional.

Here, you’ll find an extraordinary array of advanced health services, including:

       • An extensive Primary Care network
       • Advanced Women’s Services
       • Comprehensive Orthopaedics
       • A range of General Surgical Services

This is award-winning care, close to home.

REQUEST AN APPOINTMENT.
609.536.4103
CooperHealth.org/AtTheShore

Scan for more info.

C
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CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Cooper_Cape_Wildwood_Sun_10x10.5_Final.pdf   1   4/29/25   4:30 PM

“Once you reach the summit of your own heart, you will see beauty is everywhere. “– Bryant McGill.

Once you stop rushing through life, you realize 
how much more life you have time for.
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When I speak with both tourists and 
locals about this beautiful gem of 
nature, I often hear, “I didn’t know 
there was a National Wildlife Ref-
uge near Wildwood Crest!” Tucked 
away at the far end of the Crest on 
the road to Cape May, the entrance 
is easy to miss—unless you’re looking 
for it. But once you visit, you’ll never 
forget it.

Open from dawn to dusk year-round, 
the Two Mile Beach Unit of the Cape 
May National Wildlife Refuge is 
located at 12001 Pacific Ave, Wild-
wood Crest. Those in the know enjoy 
peaceful walks along the trails, bike 
rides on the road to the Visitor Cen-
ter, birdwatching, or simply soaking 
in the fresh air and natural beauty.

From May through November, the 
Visitor Center and Nature Store, 
along with the pollinator garden, 
are staffed and supported by the 
Friends of the Cape May NWR, a 
dedicated volunteer group that also 

hosts fun and educational activities. 
Meanwhile, rangers and biologists 
work year-round to care for the ref-
uge’s pristine beaches, marshes, and 
maritime forests for all to enjoy.

Whether it’s your first visit or your fif-
tieth, stop by the Visitor Center and 
say hello! We’d love to hear about 
your experiences on the Refuge and 
are always happy to provide maps 
and advice for exploring our trails.

To learn more, visit friendsofcape-
maynationalwildliferefuge.org or 
check out our Facebook page for 
seasonal program details. Our Na-
ture Story Time begins June 25, 
happening every Wednesday. Re-
nowned local artist Janet McShain 
returns to lead our Plein Air Water-
color Workshops, and our family-
friendly guided nature walks contin-
ue every Saturday at 9:00 a.m.

Tell your friends—something this 
wonderful shouldn’t be a secret!

by Roseann Kaplan, Friends of CMNWR

The Secret Refuge at the Edge of the Crest

VISITOR CENTER
Open 9am to 3pm
Closed Tuesdays

WEEKLY SUMMER ACTIVITIES:

SATURDAYS May thru Sept 9 AM
Family Friendly Nature Walks 

all ages, w/ borrowed binoculars 

WEDNESDAYS 6/25 thru 8/20
Children’s Nature Story Time 
& Related Craft 9:30-10:30 AM

ages 3-8, accompanied by adult 

 DAILY SUMMER ACTIVITIES: 

Ride a Bike to the Refuge 
and Hike & Scavenge (two trails) 

Jr. Wildlife Refuge Manager Badge  
(activities to complete & badge awarded) 

Touch Table and Kid’s Craft Table 

Nature Trails w/ borrowed binoculars

12001 PACIFIC AVENUE, WILDWOOD CREST, NJ

Summer 
2025 
Events

JUNE                     
Thurs - June 26 

Kids Nature Art Class 
10 –11am  (school age w/ adult)

JULY
Thurs – July 17  

Kids Nature Art Class 
10 –11am  (school age w/ adult)

Thurs- July 17 
Pleine Air Watercolor Class 

w/ Janet McShain 1-3pm (ages 18 +)

AUGUST
Thurs – Aug 14 

Kids Nature Art Class 
10 –11am  (school age w/ adult)

Thurs - Aug 21  
Pleine Air Watercolor Class 

w/ Janet McShain 1-3pm (ages 18 +)

100 E. Walnut Ave., North Wildwood
FB: @deangelis culinary IG: @deangelisnww
www.deangelisculinary.com  (609) 846-5475(609) 846-5475

HOLIDAYS • SPECIAL EVENTS
GAMEDAY PARTIES • WEDDINGS

Daily Supper Specials

OPEN YEAR-ROUNDOPEN YEAR-ROUND
BREAKFAST + LUNCH + DINNER  BREAKFAST + LUNCH + DINNER  

Cafe Breakfast Offerings
PROUDLY SERVING PROUDLY SERVING 

CATERING PACKAGES FOR EVERY OCCASIONCATERING PACKAGES FOR EVERY OCCASION
"Before the Boards""Before the Boards"

"Summer Guests""Summer Guests"

“Old stories are like old friends. You have to visit them from time to time.”  
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Nightly Entertainment  
~ Live Irish Music

116 W. 1st Ave. • North Wildwood • theangleseapub.com (609)729-1133
Open Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Late Night Open Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Late Night 

Authentically Irish
{except for the fact that we’re in North Wildwood}

Eat Drink & Be Merry!

CHECK OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA FOR LATEST UPDATES

The McMullan’s 
welcome all our friends
to our newest addition! 

Anglesea PubAnglesea Pub

In our latest edition of True Love 
Stories Wildwood Style, we have 
our “cover models,” Ian and Su-
san Flannery, who met in 2006 as 
seventh graders at the Saint Ann’s 
dances. Susan was a St. Ann’s student 
while Ian attended Margaret Mace. 
Where Ian was outgoing and fun, 
Susan was more the shy, studious 
type. Opposites truly do attract and 
they became fast friends, attending 
Wildwood Catholic High School 
together in 2008. They maintained 
their friendship, which blossomed 
during the Summer of 2008 when 
Ian worked for fireman Dave Ban-
non at the hot dog cart on 2nd Ave 
and Susan worked the morning shift 
at Pompeo’s Restaurant, heading to 
the beach as soon as her shift was 
over so she could spend the rest of 
the day on, you guessed it, 2nd Ave. 
beach, surfing with her dad. It wasn’t 
all surf and sea, however. She made 
time for hanging out with Ian, who 
kept them well-fed on hot dogs and 
soft pretzels, which, naturally, helped 
him get in good graces with Susan’s 
dad, Boz.
When Ian’s workday ended around 
5 o’clock, he and Susan would often 
stay on the beach until sunset or ride 
their bikes to Duffer’s, where Ian 

would spend his hard-earned tips 
treating Susan to mini golf or ice 
cream. While that may have been 
considered a romantic gesture, Susan 
insisted on keeping their relationship 
platonic, with Ian humorously recall-
ing many years later, “spent all my 
tips and couldn’t even get a kiss on 
the cheek!”
Summer ended, school was back in 
session, and their friendship con-
tinued, with Ian and Susan attend-
ing their junior and senior proms 
together and Ian even gifting Susan 
with a surfboard he won in a highly 
competitive round of musica chairs!
They graduated from Wildwood 
Catholic in 2012. Ian attended ACCC 
but traveled to visit Susan at Flagler 
College in Saint Augustine, Florida. 
Following Susan’s graduation in 
2016, she and Ian realized they’d 
both matured and discovered their 
friendship growing into something 
more. They were married on October 
5, 2024, and are Florida snowbirds 
throughout the winter but love com-
ing home to Wildwood every summer, 
hanging out on 2nd Avenue beach, 
playing mini golf, remembering 
their15 year-old selves and how their 
Wildwood love story began…

i met my true love in Wildwood
2nd St. beach, hot dogs, surfing and Ian & Susan forever!

written by Meg Corcoran

ST. ANN’S CHURCH, OCT. 5, 2024 LOBSTER HOUSE, OCT. 5, 2024

“Make each day your masterpiece. Pretend you could take each day and hang it on the wall to admire like art.”

LIVE MUSIC DAILY
CRAFT COCKTAILS
DELICIOUS FOOD

LIVE MUSIC DAILY
CRAFT COCKTAILS
DELICIOUS FOOD

JOIN US FOR:JOIN US FOR:JOIN US FOR:

FOLLOW US ON INSTAFOLLOW US ON INSTAFOLLOW US ON INSTA
@TACOS_TEQUILA_AND_JOEJOES@TACOS_TEQUILA_AND_JOEJOES@TACOS_TEQUILA_AND_JOEJOES

CALL @ 609-522-0104CALL @ 609-522-0104CALL @ 609-522-0104

A GUARENTEED GOOD TIME RIGHT ON THE STRIPA GUARENTEED GOOD TIME RIGHT ON THE STRIPA GUARENTEED GOOD TIME RIGHT ON THE STRIP   
CALL FOR BUILD YOUR OWN TACO BAR DELIVERED TOCALL FOR BUILD YOUR OWN TACO BAR DELIVERED TOCALL FOR BUILD YOUR OWN TACO BAR DELIVERED TO
YOUR HOUSE OR TO HOST YOUR NEXT PRIVATE PARTYYOUR HOUSE OR TO HOST YOUR NEXT PRIVATE PARTYYOUR HOUSE OR TO HOST YOUR NEXT PRIVATE PARTY   

SERVING FOODSERVING FOODSERVING FOOD    
TILL 3AMTILL 3AMTILL 3AM
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Exi t6  North  Wi ldwood     @EXIT6NW 
100 WALNUT AVE. NORTH WILDWOOD

S U M M E R  2 0 2 5  A T  E X I T 6 I X

Food, Drinks & Music.
North Wildwood’s Best Nightclub.

Shore Breeze Kitchen, now inside our venue, is serving up delicious 
new food options everyone’s raving about. Come taste the buzz!

O P E N  E V E RY  D AY

CHECK OUT our SOCIAL MEDIA
for Entertainment Schedule • Summer Food & Drink Specials

EXci t ing News!

CURRAN’SCURRAN’S

c. 1910

Olde NJ Ave. North Wildwood • 609-551-4001

Where Olde & New Meet

EST. 2021

MON. - FRI.
Happy Hour 4-6PM

1/2 Price Select Apps
$3. Domestic Cans

VOTED 
“Best Philly Wings” 

Phila. Inq.
    “Best Sports Bar” 

   Phila. Mag.

great drinks!   great food!   great friends!great drinks!   great food!   great friends!

SPECIALSSPECIALS
THURS .80¢ Wing Nite Eat-in All day/night
          DJ Franny Mac 
FRI - Live Music 8PM
SAT & SUN  DJ Smilin’ Jerry Smith

LOOKING TO BOOK A PARTY? 
$40 open bar / food inc. 
Call Sue 267-971-9027

$6 WATERMELON & ORANGE CRUSH
$3 GREEN TEA SHOTS All day/every day
MON - $8 Plain Pizza All Day
   Karaoke w/ DJ Dennis 8PM
TUES -Music Trivia 6PM Jamie O’Donnell
WEDS Bar Bingo | $5. Martini Night
       8oz. Filet Special w/2 Sides $25 

OPEN MON-THURS 4PM
FRI-SAT-SUN at NOON

HAPPY HOUR DAILY  4PM - 7PM
$8. APPETIZERS   $1. WINGS

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY! 
$4  MICHELOB ULTRA & MILLER LITE DRAFTS

$10 MARTINIS - 10PM-12AM

LUNCH • DINNER • LATE NIGHTLUNCH • DINNER • LATE NIGHT
COMECOME
SEESEE
US!US!

“Sometimes you change people’s lives just by saying ‘Good morning!’” ~Courtney B. Vance
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Ah, the unmistakable scent of ocean 
air mingling with salt—there’s noth-
ing like it. It energizes the soul and 
stirs a treasure trove of memories.

For families like mine from Kens-
ington in Philadelphia, Wildwood 
by the Sea was a haven from the 
city’s industrial odors. Every year, my 
mom scrimped and saved to secure a 
month-long August rental with Mrs. 
Bratton. At first, we stayed near the 
bay, where prices were lower, but 
her Maple Avenue cottage became a 
cherished retreat.

The sensory experience began as we 
approached Wildwood. The back-
water marshes emitted a pungent 
mix of saltwater, decaying vegeta-
tion, and sea life. It wasn’t glamor-
ous, but it signaled adventure. As we 
drew closer, the fish processing facto-
ry’s aroma joined the mix. Thankful-
ly, ocean breezes swept those inland.

At the bay, the marshy smell gave 
way to a blend of fish and gasoline. 
We saw motorboat residue on the 
water, but it never stopped us from 
swimming or crabbing. These smells 
weren’t glamorous either, but they 
were quintessential Jersey Shore.

Walking to the beach, the heavenly 
aroma of freshly baked rolls from 
a bakery on Wildwood Avenue be-
came a highlight. Equally tempting 
was Laura’s Fudge, where chocolate 
and vanilla were my favorites.

The beach itself brought its own sym-
phony of smells. The hot sand had a 
unique, indescribable scent. Suntan 
lotion and baby oil wafted by, wel-
coming us like old friends. And the 
Atlantic Ocean smelled salty and in-

Something  Smel l s  in  Wi ldwood
by Harry Hallman

toxicating, though tar occasionally 
washed ashore—rumored remnants 
from WWII ships.

Then came the boardwalk, a sensory 
explosion. Citronella sticks fended 
off mosquitoes, while every step 
brought new aromas: pizza, french 
fries, roasted peanuts, saltwater 
taffy, custard, Taylor’s Pork Roll, and 
sausage and pepper sandwiches. It 
was a feast for the senses.

Even the amusements had distinct 
smells: the Tunnel of Love’s musty 
water, the bumper cars’ electric 
tang, and the roller coaster’s whiff of 
adrenaline.

Together, these smells painted Wild-
wood’s essence—a vivid mosaic of 
sensations that shaped a lifetime of 
beautiful memories.

“A memory is a photograph taken by the heart to make a special moment last forever. “ ~ Anon.

1110 New Jersey Ave. N. Wildwood • 609-435-2923 • We DeliverWe Deliver

CHEESESTEAKS • BURGERS • DOGS • HOT SAUSAGE • GRILLED CHICKEN • SALADS 
AUTHENTIC PHILLY RIB-EYE STEAKS • SEAFOOD • BREAKFAST SANDWICHES • OMELETTES

OPEN 8AM-8PMBREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER

After all is said and done, more is said than done.
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“Summer was at its height now, and the Rose-moon in its glory.” ~Ernest Thompson Seton, The Biography of a Silver-Fox, 1909

Open every day at 435 W. Spruce Ave. on the main road into North Wildwood www.ricks-seafood.com

TAKE - OUT MENU
(609) 729-9443  (609) 729-9445

Fresh Crab with Our Homemade Mac ‘n Cheese. Order Early! Limited Batches Made Daily!

Celebrat ing 40 Years!

60 New60 New
Boatslips!Boatslips!

Plenty of Free Parking for Cars & Boats

THE WHARF
708 WEST BURK AVENUE, WILDWOOD, NJ708 WEST BURK AVENUE, WILDWOOD, NJ

No Shower Happy Hour 4-8pm 
w/ DJ Gibby at the Beach Bar!

The New Back Bay Bar

SUNSET SPECIALS
Monday - Thursday 
from 4 – 5:30 PM

thewharfnj .com

JEWELS OF THE SEA
Oyster of the Day

Sesame Tuna Sashimi
WHARF SUSHI SPECIALS

California - Spicy Tuna - Philadelphia

OPEN EVERY DAY      DECK: 11:30 AM TO LAST CALL       INDOOR DINING: 4 PM -9 PM

Wednesday Richie Angelucci Duo
Thursday Sean Tippen 

Friday Juliano Brothers
Saturday Sindi Raymond Band

Sunday Band rotations

Live EntertainmentLive Entertainment

RAW BARRAW BAR

FOR RESERVATIONS 

Call 609-522-6336

BEACH BARBEACH BAR
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Now & Then at A&LP @alp_foods Beth Watt 
Goldberg (pictured on right) has been working 
the grill for 50 YEARS!! And still going strong! 

50 YEARS ON THE GRILL!

YOU GO GIRL!
AT A&LP

BETH WATT GOLDBERG

FiVE MiLES
of SMiLES

“Happiness cannot be traveled to, 
owned, earned, worn or consumed. 
Happiness is a spiritual experience 

of living every minute with 
love, grace and gratitude.”

“For memory, we use our imagination. We take a few strands of real time and carry them with us, then like an oyster we create a pearl around them. “– John  Banville

“Delight yourself in the Lord, and He will give you the desires 
of your heart.” ~psalm 37:4

Friends, Maureen and John Scipione, Joyce and 
Joe DeLuca, Frassee Fogg, Marge and John Whi-
teside, Barb, Karen and Scott Shimmer, at the an-
nual Hereford Inlet Christmas Tree Lighting

Paula & Teresa holding The Sun, ironically as 
the sun set over the IVANHOE MOTEL for its 

final summer in 2024.

Luke, Jack, Nick, David & Jack

On the morning of May 18, 2025, newly ordained 
Father Thomas Piro celebrated his First Mass in his 
hometown at St. Ann Church, part of Notre Dame 
de la Mer Parish in Wildwood. Surrounded by fel-
low priests, diocesan seminarians, family, friends, 
and a devoted parish community, the celebration 
was one of joy, reverence, and deep gratitude.
Known fondly as “Tommy” in our community, he 
is a 2017 graduate of Wildwood Catholic High 
School and a beloved member of the Piro fam-
ily, owners and operators of Piro’s Pizza on New 
Jersey Avenue.
To all who attended, the Mass was profoundly 
spiritual and inspiring. Father Piro offered heart-
felt thanks to the many people who guided and 
supported him on his journey. When he turned 
to thank his parents, he shared a moving tribute: 
“When they go to heaven and God asks what 
they did for His Church and for Christ, they will 
answer, ‘We gave You our son.’”

Let us continue to pray for Father Piro as he be-
gins his priestly ministry at St. Bridget University 
Parish Church in Glassboro, NJ, with a special 
mission to serve the students of Rowan University.
God bless you, Father Thomas Piro, as you begin 
this sacred journey.

A Hometown Blessing:
Fr. Thomas Piro’s First Mass in Wildwood

Fr. Thomas blesses his parents, Tony & Debbie Piro
More photos from Fr. Thomas Piro’s First Mass 

can be seen at Catholic Star Herald.com
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A  Family Tradition Since 1953
Italian Deli • Sub Shop • Grocery Store

PIZZA, STEAKS, HOAGIES, PASTA

Homemade Sausage, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Meatballs, Roast Beef & Pork

15th & New Jersey Aves., North Wildwood, NJ   www.alpfoods.com

609-522-3576

Like us at A&LP

522-3576

Call for Pick Up
or Free Delivery
(609)

Shore Fitness welcomes you to the ride of 
your life. This isn’t just a workout – this is 
where sweat meets soul, and community 
meets transformation. Our best-in-class in-
structors, heart-pounding playlists, and im-
mersive lighting will push you beyond limits 
you never thought possible. Whether you’re 
a beginner, or a seasoned rider, every pedal 
stroke takes you closer to your strongest, 
happiest self. One ride. One room. One ener-
gy. This is your moment – let’s make it count! 
Come clip in and ride it like you stole it.

Photo: Bob Kelly with the Tedesco family of Shore Fitness 

“It is more fun to talk with someone who doesn’t use long, difficult words but rather short, easy words like “What about lunch?” ~AA Milne, Winnie the Pooh

The most brilliant way to live is to always look for the light.



22 SUMMER 2025

609-729-5511609-729-5511

MON - FRI
3-5:30

VegasDiner.com

Breakfast, Breakfast, Lunch & DinnerLunch & Dinner

Early Bird Specials
Voted Best 

Diner!14th & NJ Aves. 
North Wildwood, NJ

Must present this coupon for discount
Not Valid Sat. - Sun. & Holidays 9am - 2pm

7% with Credit Cards  THE SUN 

10%10%OFFOFF

MONDAY  •  Cheese Steak $3.95
TUESDAY • Chicken or Eggplant Parm over Pasta $7.95

WEDNESDAY • Wings (all day)  $6.  
Chicken Pot Pie $11.95 & Meatloaf Dinner $11.95 start at 4pm

THURSDAY  •  Cheese Burgers $4.95
Prime Rib Sandwich with Fries & Cole Slaw $9.99
FRIDAY  •  Prime Rib Dinner $19.95 starts at 4pm

SUNDAY  •  Turkey Dinner $11.95 starts at 4pm

DAILY SPECIALS DAILY SPECIALS 

WELCOME HOME!

OPEN 
YEAR 

ROUND
AT 11:30

SUNDAYS 

@11 FOR 

BREAKFAST

17th Ave. NORTH WILDWOOD (609) 729-7290  

OUTSIDE BAR & DINING
OPEN

Visit our social media for entertainment

7 DAYS @ 11:30
SUNDAYS @ 11 
FOR BREAKFAST

    OPEN YEAR ROUND

HAPPY SUMMER FROM THE HALDEMAN & OWEN’S PUB FAMILY

Jean Conran will be celebrating 
her 101st birthday on August 
18th! Her family’s summer home 
on 14th Avenue in North Wildwood 
has been a cherished part of their 
lives since her and her late husband 
bought it in 1978. Before the house, 
they’d spend 3 weeks every summer 
vacationing at the shore. Jean loves 
to stay here from spring through 
fall, before returning to South Phil-
adelphia for the holidays. Here she 
is this past Christmas, surrounded 
by her children and grandchildren.

From her lively 
nights out on the 
town to the endless 
fun on the beach 
and boardwalk, 
Jean’s fondest mem-
ories are woven into 
every corner of the 
Wildwoods. She 
loves reminiscing 
about these joyful 
days and reflect-
ing on a lifetime of 
unforgettable mo-
ments with her loved 
ones at the shore. 

“Embrace uncertainty. Some of the most beautiful chapters of our lives won’t have a title until much later.“– Bob Goff

You and me,You and me, you  you andand  me,me,  OhOh  howhow Happy Happy  we’ll we’ll bebe!!

Bathing Beauty
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“Sun tan toes, ticklin’ the sand, cold drink chillin’ in my right hand... when the sun sinks down, over the water, everything gets hotter. . .”
 Kenny Chesney

North Wildwood’s Only Bayfront Restaurant Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner!

231 W. 10TH AVE., NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ LIVE MUSIC DAILY 3PM-7PM

LIVE MUSIC

A STEP ABOVE THE PIG

Voted BEST BBQ !

North Wildwood’s 
Waterfront 

Fine Dining Experience.

 Sunday - Thursday 
11:30am-10pm

Friday & Saturday 
11:30am - 11pm

Shrimp • Oysters 
• Pulled BBQ Chicken • Pork 
• Smoked Prime Rib • Sweet 

& Smokey St. Louis Ribs

Key West Style WaterfrontKey West Style Waterfront Restaurant & barRestaurant & bar

Serving a Full Selection of Beers & CocktaiLs! ALWays SerVing Sunsets. . . 
(609(609) 522-0900) 522-0900

(609(609) 522-0900 x. 3) 522-0900 x. 3

“Cause a little bit of summer is what the whole year is about...”~John Mayer

AmAZING indoor/outdoor Deck!AmAZING indoor/outdoor Deck!

American Restaurant Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

w w w. t h e s u r f i n g p i g . c o m    w w w. t h e s w i n e . b a r    w w w. j e s t e r s d i v e b a r. c o m
CHECK OUR SOCIAL MEDIA FOR ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

3505 RT 9 S, RIO GRANDE, NJ
609-889-2000

Reservations Recommended
theswinebar.comtheswinebar.com

Friday & Saturday 

SUNDAY FUNDAY
Happy Hour All Day
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Start Your Day 
at the:

Welcome to Stephen’s 
BYOB Restaurant

Savor the flavors of Wildwood’s finest cuisine

Our 3rd Season of Great Italian Food & Seafood
Nightly Specials  •  Fantastic Friendly Service

Wildwood Famous Homemade Gnocchi Original Recipe

CHEF STEPHEN QUICI

Good Strong Coffee

Breads, Scones, Biscotti & More
Baked Fresh on Premises 

Our Cinnamon Buns are Amazing!

17th & Central Ave., North Wildwood, NJ     609-849-9421

Taylor Porkroll 
Egg & Cheese 
on Soft Bun!

and DONUTS too!

Breakfast Pizza 
& Tomato Pie

401 E WILDWOOD AVE, WILDWOOD, NJ 08260  •  609-849-9037
View our Menu at Stephens-Restaurant.com

You know it’s good when the Chef is the owner!

“Hold on to the Happy and throw the rest away... that is the key...”



the SUN by-the-Sea 25

310 N. Railroad Ave, Rio Grande, NJ 08242 (behind Walmart)
Open every day year-round • (609) 889-2700 • westsidemeats.com

GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE! 

Prime Meats • Prime Pork • Natural Veal • Gourmet Cheeses • Deli • Catering

b x

Meats cut fresh every day 
on premise in our USDA 
inspected facility

Authentic old-school 
neighborhood butcher

“He who praises another enriches himself far more than he does the one praised. To praise is an investment in happiness.”
~George M. Adams

Inner peace creates peace in the world.  ~wisdom from a teabag

At 102 years old, Russell Stetser 
isn’t just a veteran—he’s a front-
porch philosopher, a connoisseur 
of seabreezes, and perhaps the 
islands’s most devoted people-
watcher. Our sincere thanks to his 
neighbor, John Lynch, whose help 
made it possible to share Russ’s re-
markable story in The Sun. 
A combat vet who served in the 
South Pacific aboard the USS Cool-
baugh from 1942 to 1946, Russ 
keeps things simple: “It makes me 
happy to know I served my coun-
try,” he says, with the kind of se-
rene satisfaction that only comes 
from a life well-lived and a lawn 
perfectly mowed.

These days, Russ doesn’t captain 
a boat or teach a classroom as he 

Russell Stetser
A Life of Service and Simple Joys

once did, but he does hoist the 
American flag every morning 
like clockwork, and lowers it ev-
ery evening, a quiet ritual that 
makes you think the world might 
just be okay. From his perch on 
the porch, he waves to neighbors, 
flirts with the breeze, and, by his 
own admission, “enjoys watching 
all the pretty girls walk by.” It’s un-
clear whether the flag or the foot 
traffic brings him more joy:-)

His secret to living to 102? “Do 
what’s right,” he says. Which, com-
ing from a guy who survived war, 
raised a family, and still finds some-
thing to smile about before lunch, 
feels like pretty solid advice.

Neighbor John Lynch summed it up 
best: “I couldn’t ask for a better 
neighbor, role model, and friend.”

by Rob Kulisek

Russ hoists the American flag every 
morning and lowers it every evening
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Fresh Brewed Coffee,
Lattes and Capuccino

Breakfast & Lunch 
6:30 am - 3pm

3 8 1 0  3 8 1 0  AA t l a n t i c  t l a n t i c  AA ve.  ve.  WW i l d wo o d,  N J   i l d wo o d,  N J   
PP a s taa s ta PP e s t oe s t o WW i l d wo o d. c o m   (6 0 9)  5 2 2 - 6 2 7 2i l d wo o d. c o m   (6 0 9)  5 2 2 - 6 2 7 2

Dine with Zest...Pasta Pesto Fresh!

Mediterranean CuisineMediterranean Cuisine

2504 Delaware Ave.North Wildwood, NJ
www.TheBagelDepot.com   (609) 305-5091

TheBagelDepotNWW.com
Bagels • Paninis • Specialty Sandwiches • Salads 

Burgers • Wraps & More!

4 9 0 0  P4 9 0 0  P a c i f i c  a c i f i c  AA ve .  ve .  WW i l d w o o d ,  i l d w o o d ,  N JN J  
mm a r v i sa r v i s dd i n e r . c o m     (6 0 9)  i n e r . c o m     (6 0 9)  5 2 2 - 0 5 5 05 2 2 - 0 5 5 0

WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS

Breakfast  •   lunch  •   dinner

“Sometimes the only successful apology will have to involve baking.” ~Dr. SunWolf
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No one truly sits alone at the beach…
To someone walking along the shore, 
a solo sunbather may look alone—but 
in the bather’s heart, the simple act 
of resting on a beach chair, digging 
toes in the sand, connects them to de-
cades of memories. And most of those 
memories are of togetherness.

Though I was fortunate to grow up 
here, I didn’t fully understand my 
connection to the beach until after a 
seven-year absence. Returning to the 
Wildwoods let me unpack the parts 
of my youth I’d set aside—the family 
traits I’d once loved but learned to live 
without. Wildwood gave me the gift 
of opening my own business, making 
peace with the ocean, and bringing a 
new beach baby into the world. I had 
forgotten that soul goals could exist—
until I returned to the shore.

Now, I see it in my patients each sum-
mer: a tension that rises as June ar-
rives. They’re afraid of missing their 
chance to remember. There’s a short 
window to embrace summer, and I’ve 
learned the secret is setting an inten-
tion before you arrive. 

This summer, do you need familiar-
ity—or a fresh start? 

Removing the sense of scarcity from 
a summer at the shore begins with 
setting an intention. Are you here 

to chase nostalgia—eating at famil-
iar spots, seeing old friends, riding 
the same rides? That’s beautiful. Let 
your inner child giggle down the Log 
Flume.

Or maybe this is your year for some-
thing new in a familiar place. The 
Wildwoods offer five miles of both 
Doo-wop and “New-op” charm and 
fresh adventures. Try something 
you’ve always meant to.

As a local mom and business owner, I 
believe in blending both: honor your 
favorite traditions, then add some-
thing new to deepen your connection 
with the shore.

If you’re feeling like time is slipping 
away before summer even starts, take 
that as a sign: plan for peace. Decide 
now how you’ll spend your together-
ness in 2025. 

Author Bio:  Dr. Marina Morey, author 
of The Gift of Healing Hands, is a chi-
ropractor and yoga teacher that helps 
people integrate healing techniques 
into every aspect of their life. 
With her husband and son, Marina lives 
in Wildwood Crest, enjoying a life of 
beaches, babies, and books. She spends 
her mornings with her son, healing pa-
tients throughout the day in Stone Har-
bor, and saves her evenings for writing 
about the inspiring stories she learns 
through it all. 

Doo-Wop Days or New-Wop Ways?

Here are 2 photos—me in 1993, and my son, Marshall taken the summer of ‘24. 
Nearly the same age, nearly the same stretch of sand. The beach, it seems, holds time 
still—even as everything around it changes. These mirrored moments speak softly to 
the heart of my story, a visual echo of the nostalgia woven through every word.

 Connect with Marina: www.chiroyogaflow.com   @chiroyogaflow | @isleofwellness

Dr. Marina Mangano MoreyDr. Marina Mangano Morey
FA I R  T R A D E  CO F F E E   •   E S P R E SSO  D R I N K S   •   J U I C E S  •  S M O OT H I E S  •   M U F F I N S

B AG E L S  A N D  S P R E A D S   •   F R E S H  PA S T R I E S   •   SA N DW I C H E S   •   D O N U T S

620 NEW JERSEY AVE, NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ  •  609.600.3613

OPEN DAILY at 7:30am
THEW

ILDFOXCAFE.com

 “The three ingredients of happiness are a sunny sky, a blue sea, and a happy heart.”

The beach is where our souls realign with the universe. The horizon answers questions. The surroundings give peace.
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In a backyard in Washington, D.C., 
there once sat a child in a canvas 
beach chair—grinning, legs stretched 
out in scuffed high-tops. His name was 
David, and the chair, with its striped 
seat slung low between two angular 
arms, had traveled with him from Wild-
wood, New Jersey, like a talisman. 
Shaped to tilt the body just so—for sun-
bathing, but also for daydreaming—it 
was the kind of chair that seemed to 
cradle memory itself. And David—an 
only child raised among D.C.’s antique 
rowhouses—used it to transport him-
self. In his imagination, he was back 
at the beach, cone in hand, waves just 
out of frame, the joy of freedom so 
vivid it hummed beneath his skin.

“There was nothing better than eating 
ice cream on the beach,” he said. “So 
I did it in the backyard. I’d sit in that 
chair, close my eyes, and pretend.”

Now nearing 82, David remembers his 
Wildwood summers not with nostal-
gia, but with reverence. Each July, his 
parents—both college-educated, both 
ambitious and quietly radical in their 
choices—would bundle him into the car 
and head north for two weeks of salt 

by Rob Kulisek

air and boardwalk lights. His mother, 
a schoolteacher who earned her mas-
ter’s from NYCU after studies at the 
University of Hawaii and Catholic 
University, packed with near-military 
precision. His father, David Ander-
son Brown, joined them on weekends, 
bringing with him a calm dignity in-
herited from generations of educated 
black Washingtonians.

Traveling while black in mid-century 
America required unspoken calcula-
tions. Where to stop. Where to eat. 
Where to be invisible, and where, if 
lucky, you could simply be. “They gave 
me freedom,” David said. “But they 
knew where it was safe to find it.” 
For his parents, Wildwood was more 
than a summer escape—it was one 
of the few places where they didn’t 
have to second-guess a family day 
at the shore. Unlike so many beach-
es at the time, Wildwood’s were not 
segregated. No hushed warnings. 
No side glances. Just sand, sea, and 
the simple act of belonging.

The photographs bear it out. David, 
mid-sandcastle. David, mid-lick. A 
third-grade teacher perched beside 

“There was nothing better than eating ice 
cream on the beach,” he said. “So I did it 
in the backyard. I’d sit in that chair, close 

my eyes, and pretend.”
him. Cousins at the shoreline, joy thick 
in the frame. But the one he cherish-
es most is set in that backyard beach 
chair: David cross-legged in rolled 
denim, holding his grin while his un-
cle—the vice dean of Howard Medical 
School and the first black man to earn 
a PhD in Anatomy—tried to coax a 
laugh from him. (front toothless at the time.)

That photo is a hinge—between the 
stillness of childhood and the orbit of a 
wider, quietly radical life. At Windsor 
Mountain, a progressive boarding 
school in the Berkshires founded by 
German-Jewish intellectuals, David 
found his voice. “I was quiet but pop-
ular,” he says. “I got elected to stu-
dent government. I learned to speak 
up for those who couldn’t.”

He honed that voice at a summer camp 
in New Hampshire, where many of his 
closest friends were Jewish or first-gen-
eration kids, some sent from juvenile 
court, others having fled authoritar-
ian regimes. “It gave me balance,” he 
said. “Real lessons in love.”

Later, drafted into the Army during 
Vietnam, he became a Prescribed Load 
List clerk—responsible for emergency 

spare parts for helicopters and vehi-
cles. The job was meticulous, usually 
assigned to four men and an officer. But 
David took it on solo. “I didn’t want to 
be a prima-donna behind a typewrit-
er,” he said. “I wanted the challenge.”

The past might’ve stayed tucked 
away—until, one day, it surfaced. 
*Kelsey Osborne, a tenant in the 
building where David has worked as 
a doorman for over thirty years, called 
from New Jersey. “What are you, in 
Wildwood or something?” he joked. 
Silence. Then: “That’s my hometown,” 
she said.

David’s breath caught. “You don’t un-
derstand,” he told her. “Wildwood was 
everything to me.”

And suddenly, the thread came back—
stitched through time, memory, salt air, 
and canvas. The photographs were 
scanned. Names remembered. Stories 
reopened.

For a few golden summers, that beach 
chair held the whole Atlantic. And 
now, so many years later, it still does.

A Canvas Beach Chair in D.C., 
and the Dream of Wildwood

*Thank you to Kelsey Osborne, a 2016 
Wildwood Catholic High School graduate, 
for connecting The Sun with David!

David and his mother and friend Winnie 
in front of the cottage they rented

David and his friend Winnie

David and Dorothy and Winnie
*Dorothy was David’s nursery school teacher 

who was also a family friend

David and his father at the train station

“How often I found where I should be going, only by setting out for someplace else.” ~ R. Buckminster Fuller

David and his mother Delphia by the sea, 
by the sea, by the beautiful sea!

Life is like the ocean... it goes up and down... it ebbs and flows
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Partnering Partnering 
with Coaches with Coaches 

vs. Cancervs. Cancer

cathymillercancerfund.org  •  uries.net
588 W. Rio Grande Ave. Wildwood • 609-522-4189

For more information contact 
cmcfcares@gmail.com 

Special Guest  
JOE CONKLINJOE CONKLIN

The Man of a Thousand Voices,
Philadelphia Sports Radio Personality

All Proceeds benefit
The AstraZeneca 

HOPE Lodge, Cheltenham, Pa.

Saturday, August 16th, 2025
12noon - 4pm

ROCK
the

DOCK
at

Urie’s
Waterfront Restaurant

Package includes 4 hours of ballpark food 
and domestic beer, wine & soda

   • Raffles, Prizes & Give Aways
   • Live Music by Second Vision

14th Annual 5 MILES of Smiles!
Come out and

“Rock the Dock”
Donations top
$1,000,000. 
2006 - 2024

The Cathy Miller Cancer Fund 
was formed in 2006 with a mis-
sion to “Help Another Person” in 
their battle against cancer. To  ful-
fill that mission, the Cathy Miller 
Cancer Fund selected the Astra-
Zeneca HOPE Lodge as its charity 
of choice. Located in Cheltenham, 
Pa., the HOPE Lodge provides free 
lodging to cancer patients from 
all over the world, while they are 
being treated at any of the can-
cer hospitals in Philadelphia.   
Not only does the HOPE Lodge 
relieve the financial burden of 
travel for its cancer patients, it pro-
vides access to the most advanced 
cancer treatments, administered 
by  world renowned oncologists.   
With free lodging, advanced treat-
ments, world renowned oncologists, 
the HOPE Lodge perfectly matches 
the Cathy Miller Cancer Fund’s pro-
file for “Care, Comfort and Sup-
port” in our fundraising efforts.   
For more information, contact the 
Cathy Miller Cancer Fund at cathy-
millercancerfund.org or on  Face-
book; email: cmcfcares@gmail.com

Fran Dunphy,LaSalle University Head 
Basketball Coach & Joe Conklin, 
“Man of a Thousand Voices.”

Changing lives one donation at a 
time!  Thank you from the CMCF 
Team to Dan Powell & Big Fish 
Restaurant Group for their

$3000 contribution.

Annie Mecca & her “Camden 
Crew” celebrating Ricky!

Oh, Santa Baby! Naughty or 
Nice, Santa’s making his list & 

checking it twice…

Donn Jacobs, Holly Bay Condo 
resident is all smiles as he enjoys 
fun in the sun @ Rock the Dock!

$50
in advance and at the door

FREE ADMISSION FOR
Kids 12 and Under
Family-Friendly

“The tide recedes but leaves behind seashells on the sand. For every joy that passes, something beautiful remains.” ~Hawaiian proverb
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www.boathouseonline.net
588 W. Rio Grande Ave., Wildwood, NJ

Home of the Home of the 
All-You-Can-Eat CRABSAll-You-Can-Eat CRABS
Dungeness, Snow & Maryland Blue 

ww.uries.net

609-522-4189609-522-4189
Take Out Available!

Live Music on the Deck

506 W. Rio Grande Ave.
Wildwood, NJ
609-729-5301

Lunch from 11:30   Dinner from 4pm
Early Bird Dinners from 4-5:30pm
Happy Hour • Live Entertainment

Kid’s Meal (includes a Free dessert!)

• Lunch Weds - Sun from 11:30am• Lunch Weds - Sun from 11:30am
• Early Bird Specials 4 to 5 daily• Early Bird Specials 4 to 5 daily
• Happy Hour 3 to 5 daily• Happy Hour 3 to 5 daily
• Dinners from 4 pm• Dinners from 4 pm
• Live Music on the Marina Deck• Live Music on the Marina Deck
• Children’s Menu• Children’s Menu

Enjoy the panoramic Enjoy the panoramic 
view and breathtaking view and breathtaking 

sunsets from our sunsets from our 
2nd floor dining room2nd floor dining room

CAPEMAYWHALEWATCHER.COM

LARGEST
FASTEST

GUARANTEED SIGHTINGS

 SAVE  $5.00
EACH ADULT IN PARTY

ENTER CODE 5MILE

3 TRIPS DAILY
1218 Wilson Drive
Cape May, NJ 08204
(609)884-5445

KIDS 6 & UNDER

FREE W/  EACH PAID ADULT

“You could start now, and spend another forty years learning about the sea without running out of new things to know.” 
~ Peter Benchley, Author of Jaws

609-849-9453 CapeMayFisherman.com

Air Conditioned Cabin & Large Upper DeckAir Conditioned Cabin & Large Upper Deck Over 25 Years of Fishing SuccessOver 25 Years of Fishing Success

Book Online at 

Code NEW10 takes 10% OFFCode NEW10 takes 10% OFF

Book Online at Book Online at 

Take time to dream; it hitches the soul to the stars. 
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Dolphin WatchDolphin Watch
SILVER BULLET SPEED BOATSILVER BULLET SPEED BOAT

502 W. RIO GRANDE AVE. • WILDWOOD, N.J.
PARASAIL TOURS 609-522-6060

“Cannot be combined with “Cannot be combined with 
any other offers/discount”any other offers/discount”

9am  11:30am  2pm  4:30pm

Good for 
Entire Party

5.Off

Book Online
when you

CODE: SUN

$

EARLYBIRD HAPPY HOUR

find all  info atfind all  info at WWW.UFLYNJ.COM WWW.UFLYNJ.COM

One Hour $40
Two Hours $50
24 Hours $80
3 Days $170
7 Days $260

www.supguynj.com
609-435-4129

Hourly Rentals Available at
560 W. RIO GRANDE AVE.

Wildwood, N.J.

NEW! WEEKLY & SEASONAL  
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

*Kayaks & Surfboards Available

Stand Up Paddle Board Rentals
    Free Delivery and Pick up

Weekly Tours
Sunrise,
Sunset 

& Night Glow

“Ocean waves bring such joy! Watching them play their magic tricks brings just a drop of tranquillity to our hearts.”

Where Seagulls Laugh

there is a place so joyful even the seagulls laugh
in the morning the horizon is so clear and so clean that it sparkles 
the swell of the waves causes a swell in my heart 
a feeling a sound a scent a scene that will forever be etched 
in the history of time 
our time the one time the one place we shined as a family 
was under the summer sun 
my dad would part the waves like Poseidon, 
pull conch shells out from beneath his feet 
my mom would read entire books 
before the tide washed away the morning’s footsteps 
my brother and I rode waves for hours 
until it was time to head up the wooden stairs 
barefoot and burning splinters and hot asphalt for lunch   
we ate in our wet bathing suits a towel tied around our waist  
stuffing potato chips inside our sandwiches
the kind with the salty ridges 
back on the beach the air was heavy with salt and nostalgia…  
unlike the tide we could never go back and even if we could 
there was nowhere we’d rather be… 
I turned cartwheels and my brother played ball 
the hours dripped slowly as if they knew we’d spend the rest of our 
lives trying to return to a place on a map 
but a time that no longer exists 
because time has a way of sneaking by 
laughing like the seagulls 
I used to chase but never caught 
friends of yours? 
my dad used to tease when he heard the seagulls laughing …
all that is left is a dull ache 
in the empty space on st. paul and atlantic 
where our family used to be 
where we walked together on the boards at night alive and bright …
in every shade of neon 
music funnel cake ferris wheels and ice cream cones 
we lived like kings and queens …
no shirts no shoes no problems for one week every summer 
we laughed like seagulls 
my family and me

By Alissa Florio

Alissa’s family on St. Paul beach, Wildwood Crest, 1989



the SUN by-the-Sea32

How many SUN By-The-Sea readers 
worked at the famous Groff’s Res-
taurant on E. Magnolia Avenue near 
the Wildwood Boardwalk? And for 
those who didn’t work there, how 
many enjoyed a Groff’s breakfast, 
lunch, or dinner—or maybe just a 
slice of their homemade pie with cof-
fee or an ice cream soda? I’m guess-
ing quite a few of you have fond 
memories of Groff’s, especially if 
you’re over a certain age.
The Groff family operated their 
Wildwood restaurant from 1925 un-
til 2014. By the 1950s, their location 
had become so popular that patrons 
lined up daily for meals. My personal 
connection to Groff’s began in 1956, 
but it was my older brother Phil who 
worked there first. He was a busboy 
in 1954 and 1955 before moving on 
to a job at the A&P. In 1956, after 
gaining some restaurant experience 
at Morton’s Restaurant the previous 
summer, I applied at Groff’s. Doro-
thy Groff, wife of Paul Groff, man-
aged the waitstaff and busboys and 
hired me for the breakfast and lunch 
shifts. Groff’s dining area was spa-
cious, with an enclosed porch and a 
bustling atmosphere. Each busboy 
had a specific section but would help 
elsewhere as needed. We carried 
trays of dirty dishes and glasses, al-
ways careful not to tilt the slick trays 
too far.
It was mostly busy, but there were 
ocasional slow periods that felt un-
bearable. To pass the time, I’d enter-
tain myself with a trick I’d learned 
earlier in the season from another 
busboy.

The salt and pepper shakers at 
Groff’s were made of thick, octago-
nal glass with steel screw-on tops. 
The trick was to balance a shaker at 
an angle on the table after clearing 
it. I got good at it and could balance 
one within seconds. Sometimes I’d 
balance just the salt, sometimes the 
pepper, and occasionally both. Then 
I’d return to my post and wait for the 
fun.
A new party would be seated, and 
within minutes, someone would no-
tice the shaker and try to figure it 
out. They’d pick it up, inspect the 
bottom, and attempt to recreate the 
balance—but they never could. It was 
a small diversion that made the slow 
hours tick by a little faster, especially 
near the end of my shift.
While Groff’s was known for its clas-
sic fare, the staff knew the behind-
the-scenes rhythm of running such 
a popular restaurant. The kitchen 
bustled with cooks and bakers pre-
paring everything from their famous 
fried chicken to freshly baked pies. 
Al Groff ran the kitchen with preci-
sion, ensuring every dish met their 
high standards.
Working at Groff’s taught me les-
sons in teamwork, hustle, and cus-
tomer service. The job wasn’t without 
its challenges, but the camaraderie 
among the staff and the joy of see-
ing satisfied customers made it worth-
while.
Groff’s remains a cherished piece of 
Wildwood history, and I feel fortu-
nate to have been part of it during 
its heyday. It’s been nearly 70 years 
since I first stepped through its doors 
as a busboy, yet the memories re-
main as fresh as ever—just like one of 
Groff’s homemade pies.

My Groff’s Restaurant Story
BY DAVID Neff

5 MILES 
of Smiles!

Eddie and Kathy’s Groff’s romance story 
began 57 years ago and counting…

Sally, Kate, Darrus, MaryJane and Billy Wilson on left. He was Groff’s first 
male waiter in ‘77, but started in ‘72. Darrus began in the ‘70s also, 

and Kate in 1980.

Above: Ginny, Shirley, The-
resa, Billy, Karen & Rhino

Right: Carol, Inge, Jeff 
and Bill who started at 
14 doing various jobs, 

and Pam

Ginny & Tom met while 
baking peach glaze 
pies.  Tom recalls he 
would make over 100 a 
week 

SEPT. 23, 2024
A GATHERING 

TOOK PLACE AT 
VEGAS DINER 

IN MEMORY OF 
DOTTIE ANN GROFF

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Groff in 2009 

Ann & Harry Earl & Betty and Billy 

“I am a miser of my memories of you, and will not spend them.” ~Witter Bynner, “Coins”
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Groff’s (no longer) Secret Peach Glaze Pie Recipe

Aside from the entertainment 
and the ocean views that a trip 
to Wildwood promises, the best 
vacations, naturally, include the 
most delicious foods. As many 
will recall, Groff’s Restaurant 
was a Wildwood staple, serving 
the most appetizing homestyle 
cuisine (alongside that ocean 
view), for close to 90 years. Fol-
lowing Dottie Groff’s passing in 
2024, many former Groff lovers 
are fondly remembering Dottie 
and those one-of-a-kind, mouth-
watering pies, the sweetest com-
fort food.
Groff’s homemade pies were a 
tasty tradition for many vacation-
ers, including the Wurfel fam-
ily. Since the 1990s, Elizabeth 
Wurfel celebrated her birthday 
every year with a Groff’s pie up 
until their sad closing. Starting 
in 1958, Elizabeth grandparents, 
Marie and Ray Williams, rented 
a summer home on 17th avenue 
and always enjoyed a good meal 
at Groff’s, making their summers 
even sweeter.

Dottie’s sad passing inspired 
many Facebook posts in her hon-
or. Nancy Fortunato commented, 
“During our 2-week vacation in 
Wildwood every year, the fam-
ily ordered those delicious Peach 
Glaze Pies for take-out. The kids 
and I returned the pie tins and 
Groff’s refunded 25 cents which 
we were allowed to keep to 
spend at the arcade! Fun times!”

Donna Palumbo Scarboro also 
commented, “Tell them we loved 
their food and pies. Went 
there every year on vacation! 
Maybe they would share their 
peace glaze pie recipe?”

Your wish is our command! 
Enjoy the not-so-secret  recipe!
Let us know if you make it and 
how it turned out!

Jeff Eyster of Magnolia Bikes worked 
summers at Groff’s as a teen. Here 
he is happily folding pie boxes :-)

John & Marie loved their “Honey”

The Antonelli family Loved dining 
at Groff’s . . . as we all did!

In memory of Eugenia Gorczyca’s 100th 
heavenly birthday on June 10, 2013, 
her family dined at her very favorite 
restaurant whenever she vacationed in 
Wildwood.(Diane, Sharon, Ed, Dorothy 
& Carol)

“I just want to live happily ever after, every now and then. “  ~ Anon.

by Dorothy Kulisek
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“Charisma is not just saying hello. It’s dropping what you’re doing to say hello.”  ~Robert Brault 

That humidity drenched Nostalgia That humidity drenched Nostalgia 
is in our veins.is in our veins.  Jalousie Windows. 
Honey Suckle and Jasmine laced 
white picket and chain linked fenc-
es. Lawns falling into the horizon.  
Apple Trees. Sweet Williams, Roses 
and Geraniums.  Bombastic, End-
less Summer Hydrangeas.  Those 
Porches!  Wonderful, whimsical, 
front porches.  O’ the stories they 
must hold.  These and so much more 
were as unique as the homes they 
once surrounded.  

The quintessential Wildwoods.The quintessential Wildwoods.  
Where Beach Bungalows, Fishing 
Cottages,  A-frames, Four-squares, 
and rambling Ranchers abounded. 
Grand- estate  homes with huge 
column lined verandas.  Brady 
Bunch Split levels.  Doo-Wop Hotels 
and Motels, their starry lights and 
groovy signage shimmering down 
Ocean Avenue.  We loved them 
all.  Even with all their lumps and 
bumps and outdated yet precious 
sensibiities.  Window air condition-
ers, small bathrooms, kids bedrooms 
crammed with bunk beds, and 
laughter, and of course that musty 
‘ opening up the house for the sum-
mer smell’.  All gems that stood the 
test of time.... until.    

The tides of change are as constant The tides of change are as constant 
as the moonrise.as the moonrise. Bathing dresses, 
bikinis.  Horse drawn carriages, au-
tomobiles. Five and Dimes, Big Box 
stores. Roof antennae, Wi-fi and AI.  
Bits and pieces of the islands Ameri-
cana, especially the old homes, are 
disappearing like a delicate spe-
cies of butterfly. “ Oh no! Condos, 
and more Condos”, cries the chorus 

of discontent.  McMansions with no 
character.  Motels gone for high 
priced single families.  Those old-
er folks and family members who 
can’t or don’t want to keep the ‘old 
places’ are doing what they have 
every right to do in a free econo-
my, and so do the new developers.  
Things have been changing up and 
down the Jersey shore for decades.  
Some thought it would never hap-
pen in the Wildwoods, but it’s here. 
Change and modernity and prog-
ress and all they bring with it.  But 
never fear, not all is lost. The higher 
the wave of transformation, the 
more the true fundamentals remain.

And the beat goes on.And the beat goes on. Our beautiful  
beaches. The one and only board-
walk. The spectacular seawall. The 
Hereford Lighthouse and gardens. 
Posh Sunset lake and the emerald 
Grassy Sound marshes. Holly Beach 
Park. Fishing marinas. New and 
old traditions. The Baby Parade. 
Festivals and events. The Marbles 
tournament. Kite and Country and 
Spanish Festivals. Free music con-
certs. Notre Dame De La Mer Parish 
with its two magnificent churches.  
The Beth Judah Temple since 1913.  
Holly Beach Park at Christmas time.  
Bike paths.  

Yes the pain of all this change ,for Yes the pain of all this change ,for 
some of us, is real. It hurts like a some of us, is real. It hurts like a 
ripped Band-aid.ripped Band-aid.  But, to quote 
Spencer Tracy’s character in Guess 
Who’s coming to Dinner?,  ...”I can 
tell you the memories are still there. 
Clear, intact, indestructible, and 
they will be there if I live to be one 
hundred and ten.”

Our Vanishing Americana:  
The Wildwoods-by-the-Sea

by Grace Zambardi, 
author of the Water Cage, available at Hooked-on Books and online

Risk Control and Claims ManagementRisk Control and Claims Management
Buying insurance is one thing… delivering positive RESULTS is anotherBuying insurance is one thing… delivering positive RESULTS is another

“Earning Your Trust – Protecting Your Future”“Earning Your Trust – Protecting Your Future”

Call 484-582-6044 for your commercial insurance needs!Call 484-582-6044 for your commercial insurance needs!

CONSTRUCTION – MANUFACTURING – HEALTH CARE

217 E. 20th (still here) 116 w. Poplar Ave (still here)

Cottage in the Crest
unsure if still here/no address
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“You’ve got to have a dream; if you don’t have a dream, how are you going to have a dream come true?” ~Anon.  

NOW & THEN in the 1980s 
Ginny Forbes and her 2 cousins

They are a bit bigger now, 
so fitting in to the photobooth 

together is a bit tricky :-) 

Chazo & Loretta Simpson in 2008, 
their first time at the shore together

Larry Papale & his Dad 1970

Ruth Dorothy Waters Majka

Angela Regusa Fornaro says, “She 
could never resist one of these! I 
don’t even think we cared about 
the pictures. It was more about the 
fun of trying to squish everyone into 
that little booth. This photo was 
taken a long time ago on the Wild-
wood Boardwalk.” 

BOARDWALK       PHOTOBOOTHS

Ed Brooke with his beloved wife Karen

The Original Selfie

Read her wonderful story in this issue

Dig out your old photobooth photos and send to thesunbythesea@gmail.com

Green Street Market
3156 Route 9 South

Rio Grande, NJ 08242
609-463-0606

www.greenstreetmarket.com

Green Street Market

Organic Fruit Smoothies, Juices & Bowls ~ Soups, Salads & Sandwiches

Local & Organic Produce ~ Organic Meats & Dairy ~ Keto & Diet Friendly Snacks
Holistic Home Health & Beauty Producrs ~ Natural & Non GMO Supplements

    Organic & Natural Grocery  ~ Cafe & Juice Bar    Organic & Natural Grocery  ~ Cafe & Juice Bar

RUSSO’S
STEAKS     HOAGIES      BURGERS  

OPEN

For Over



36 SUMMER 2025

In the Summer of 2024, the Sea Gull 
Motel proudly celebrated their 60th 
anniversary of providing Wildwood 
lovers with a sweet, salt-scented 
home away from home.
Ginny Nichols and her daughter  Ju-
liet  are the 2nd & 3rd generations 
running the family business. Their 
Wildwood story begins courtesy of 
Ginny’s parents, pictured above, Bill 
& Betty Lou, who met at the Univer-
sity of Miami. Following graduation, 
they both taught briefly at Wild-
wood Catholic High School before 
purchasing the Sea Gull Motel in 
1964 from Harry Marin who built the 
Sea Gull Lodge in 1952. 
“The original office had a gull-wing 
roof-that was our living quarters for 
about eight years. It was two rooms 
— my brother and I had a room with 
bunk beds, and my parents had a sofa 
that folded out. What was strange 
about the original living quarters was 
that they had heating coils on the 
floor, so when it was cold, we used to 
lie on the floor and watch TV,” says 
Ginny Nichols, their daughter. Being 
located one block from the beach on 
Cresse Ave., Ginny still remembers 
those cold winters, with the ocean 
wind blowing through the jalousie 
windows and doors.
As was the life of many mom-and-
pop motel owners, they worked very 

hard welcoming their summer guests, 
helping families have the best expe-
rience during their Wildwood vaca-
tion. Happily, many would return 
year after year, reserving the same 
week or two.
One such loyal, longtime guest (and 
motel’s former teenage babysitter) 
is Patti Davis who has fond memo-
ries of the Sea Gull Motel dating 
back to the 1970s. Patti spent her 
summers in her grandparents’ beach 
house, which was located across 
the street from the Sea Gull. Her 
grandparents, Pat & Dorothy Hinkle, 
bought their summer house in 1943 
and sold it in 1969. As a young girl, 
Patti vividly remembers her indus-
trious grandmother renting all five 
rooms in the house for income while 
the family slept in the backyard ga-
rage lined with roll-away cots and 
used the outdoor shower (another 
wonderful memory in her treasure 
trove). Such sweet, simple times, and 
a true family affair, where everyone 
chipped in to help keep their sum-
mer guests happy while playing 
their part in the history of hardwork-
ing Wildwood by-the-Sea.
Fast forward to the Summer of ’24, 
when Patti brought her son Ryan, 
her 12 yr. old granddaughter Ay-
slin, along with her treasured pho-
tographs, bringing the 6th genera-
tion for their first visit to the Sea Gull 
Motel, happily sharing a part of her 
Wildwood story.
Ginny, meanwhile, works tirelessly, 
keeping her parents’ legacy in busi-
ness and looks forward to many 
more years of seaside memories to 
come. . .

by Dorothy Kulisek
Sea Gull Motel Memories

Patti pictured below with her son 
Ryan standing by the Sea Gull Mo-
tel, while behind them across the 
street is where her grandparents 
beach cottage once stood.
Today a good portion of that block 
has been restored, renovated or de-
veloped into the Alo Moana Suites 
owned by Michael Polizze.

Pat & Dorothy Hinkle, 1943

Patti & her son 2024

Easter in the 1960s with young 
Ginny, her brother Bill and mother 

Betty at the Sea Gull
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Pictured are 4 generations of the 
Sea Gull Motel Nichols family... 

with Betty Lou on the left

Ginny & her daughter Juliet posing 
with the famous Sea Gulls 

“A proper amount of  Sunshine is necessary to good health. . . We need the sunshine from outside . . 

Memories made at the beach stay in our hearts forever
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5 MILES of Smiles!
Try to make at least three 

people smile each day.

Debbie Yancer Berkman with her 
grandkids at the Pirate parade

Dylan, Lila, Charlie, Olivia & Ellen
Christmas in July 2024

Save the Date this year! 7/26/25

Deb & John Harry love Hereford 
Lighthouse and the Wildwoods

ALGIESPLACE.COM

6207 New Jersey Ave. • Wildwood Crest, NJ • 609-729-5669

ALGALGIIE’E’S S PPLALACCEE  
BBIICYCYCCLLESES

BICYCLE SHOP SPECIALIZING IN SALES, SERVICE, AND PARTS FOR 45 YEARS

SINCE 
1979 

HoW WE StILL FIND OUR FRIENDS
 IN 2025 !

   Your Bicycle Store at the 
Jersey Shore!

Cruising into 46 Years of 
FUN in the SUN!!

Boogie Down Saturday Nights
BACK-IN-THE-DAY DANCE PARTY

Live from Wildwood by-the-Sea 6pm - 11pm
on www.mybnr.com and on OCNJRadio.com

For more info call Jack @ 609-972-2671
CELEBRATING 15 JAMMIN’ YEARS

sponsored by CapeMayWhaleWatcher.com

with your host D.J. JAMMIN JACK CHRISTY

Spinning 60s-70s-80s Dance Music

Christmas in July 2024: Brynn, Bray-
don, Bria and Bryce Roman raising 
money at their lemonade stand for 
their brother Bryce with the Eagles 
Autism Challenge

. . . and the sunshine of love in our hearts and homes to make us happy.”  ~Ye Old Farmer’s Almanac

GREATER WILDWOOD YACHT CLUB
Founded 1938

7 Week Youth Sailing Program 
for ages 8-17

ADULT RACING ALL SUMMER LONG

Memberships Available

GreaterWildwoodYachtClub.org  •   609-522-0969

 June 23rd - August 8th 2025 June 23rd - August 8th 2025 June 23rd - August 8th 2025
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with
Around the World

January 1, 2025~ Ed’s Funcade trav-
elled around the world with The Sun 
to sunny Puerto Vallarta Mexico

MELE KALIKIMAKA! Rollicking all 
the way, here comes THE SUN with 
the Rollick family from West Wild-
wood to Kailua Beach, Hawaii 
Danny, Matthew, Michelle, Carly, 
Lori, Krissy, Danielle

Ed & Carol Gorczyca took The Sun 
on a 4375 nautical mile transatlan-
tic cruise on the Royal Caribbean to 
Spain in the fall. Here they are on 
WEB SUMMIT in Lisbon, Portugal.

The Sun shines everywhere! 

“Take time to stop and smell the ocean. . .It’s the ultimate Ebb & Flow. . .when peace flows in, Joy flows out.”

Ed & Susan Croushore took the Sun 
with them to BORNEO in search of 
mountains and orangutans. Here 
they are pictured in front of the 
iconic floating mosque.

dear

At the annual Irish Fall Festival are 
Vince Shetzline with his grandsons, 
(L-R) Finn & John McKinstry

Sharon & Tom would rather be 
watching Friday Night Fireworks 
on the Wildwood Boardwalk!  :-)

Let a series of happy 
thoughts run thru your mind. 
They will show on your face!

It was rainy when I picked up my copy; 
turned the first page over and The 

Sun-shine poured out of the pages.  So 
much to read and enjoy! ~Gina P. 

Thank you for such a wonderful col-
lection of Wildwood fun facts and 
so beautifully put together, love it.  

~Eileen H.

Can’t wait for your latest issue! The 
history, the memories & photogra-

phy always written with eloquence!  
~Susan H.

I truly think that you have outdone 
yourself with this latest issue of The 
Sun. It’s such an incredible memento 
that is almost impossible to explain! 
Every page brings such joy, thank 

you! God bless! ~Jeannie

I’ve been vacationing in Wildwood 
since 1965, and love the nostalgic 
look and theme of your magazine.
Thank you for all the interesting 
articles and pictures you’ve given 
us about Wildwood’s past.

~Michael P.

The Sun has some of the Greatest 
Stories every told by the greatest 
people who ever came, lived or 
vacationed in Wildwood, to one of 
the greatest keeper of the flames 
of Wildwood history, Dorothy.
~Phil S.

FiVE MiLES
of SMiLES

MINI PHOTO                        SESSIONSMINI PHOTO                        SESSIONS

BOOK YOUR SUN SESH NOW!
or email: thesunbythesea@gmail.com

SUNSTORE.BIGCARTEL.COM

$300.
•• 30 MINUTE SESSIONS
•• 10 DIGITAL IMAGES
•• 50% DEPOSIT DUE AT BOOKING
LOCATION OPTIONS:
•• ANY CAPE MAY COUNTY BEACH

The Sun has reached new extremes! 
Repping the Wildwoods pictured 
below, Michelle Tomsho took her 
copy of The Sun by the Sea on an 
incredible journey, traveling to Mt. 
Fuji on October 13, 2023, and then 
to the icy wonderland of Antarctica 
at Stonington Island on February 19, 
2024. From majestic peaks to gla-
ciers and icebergs, The Sun shined 
bright in two places it had never 
ventured before!

Michelle shares, “Thanks again for 
all you do with your Sun magazine 
to support Wildwood and keep our 
little community up to date on all 
the happenings past and present!”

Keep sharing your adventures with 
The Sun—we love seeing where it 
travels next!
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“I was addicted to the hokey pokey but thankfully I turned myself around.” 
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PA I N T I N G S 
&  M E M O R I E S

THE LURAE MOTEL Since 1968, my family’s summer 
house on 7th Street has been a constant, just a few 
doors down from the Lurae Motel. Before it was 
demolished in 2006, the Lurae was a neighbor-
hood landmark, holding countless memories for us 
and vacationers alike.
One of my earliest recollections is from our first 
summer. Our youngest brother was a toddler, and 
the rest of us older kids discovered something in-
credible—a swimming pool. Little did we know we 
weren’t supposed to be in it! The motel’s owner, 
Lou, often caught us hopping in, and one day, af-
ter chasing us out, he threatened to tell our mom. 
Terrified, we ran home and hid under the bed, lis-
tening as he yelled outside.
Despite the rocky start, Lou tolerated us as we 
rode bikes around the block or played in the mo-
tel’s game room. Back then, our backyards had no 
fences so it was one big field to play in, with a little 
playground behind the Lurae that we also loved.
Over the years, the Lurae became a part of our 
lives. We enjoyed many family breakfasts in the 
motel café and evening walks for ice cream that 
remain treasured memories.
Even now, we sit on our porch, reminiscing about 
the Lurae Motel and our Wildwood summers.

Inspired by my childhood summers in Wildwood, I set 
out to capture the magic of those golden days that 
seemed to stretch on forever. For my siblings and me, 
the sunny days and neon-lit nights of the ’60s and 
’70s were filled with pure joy. Happiness was woven 
into every moment—three months of unfiltered fun 
that shaped us in countless ways. There’s a saying: 
“What we remember from childhood, we remember 
forever.” May my memories spark your own. Feel 
free to share yours via email. thesunbythesea@gmail

HAWAIIAN TROPICAL DRINKS
This painting brings back memories of riding our 
rusty seashore Schwinn bikes along the board-
walk in the morning. The scent of salt air mingled 
with the sweetness of fresh-squeezed orange 
juice from the Hawaiian Tropical Drink stand. Do 
you remember the coconut heads hanging every-
where, swaying gently in the breeze? Painting 
this memory was such a joy—I could almost taste 
the orange juice again.

THE SHELL SHOP
As a child, I loved riding my bike to the Shell Shop 
with my siblings. I’d lose myself in baskets of tiny, 
colored seashells and the treasures crafted from 
the sea. The shop created in me a love for beach-
combing at an early age. I still can spend hours 
creating driftwood signs and handmade gifts with 
shells I bring home from my beach walks. 
For all of you who remember it, the Shell Shop 
was more than a store—it was part of the island’s 
charm. Its demolition was a sad loss for us all, but 
its memory lives on in those of us who treasured it.

SPORTLAND POOL In the ’60s and ’70s, my siblings, 
cousins, and I spent endless sunny days at Sport-
land Pool. With season passes, we’d split our time 
between the pool, the beach, and boating, creating 
memories that feel like yesterday.
I’ll never forget the invisible hand stamps that magi-
cally reappeared under a black light, letting us back 
inside after boardwalk hot dogs. After lunch, we’d 
follow the rules and sit on the bleachers for 15 min-
utes before diving back in—those same bleachers 
also serving as a time-out spot for overzealous fun.
The jukebox on the back stage holds a special place in 
my heart. Every time I hear “I Can’t Get No Satisfac-
tion” by The Rolling Stones, I’m transported to stand-
ing beside my dad as he fed dimes into it.
Those summers were filled with joy, and this painting 
captures the bright, unfiltered happiness of those days—
a thousand memories distilled into a single image.
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AQUA CIRCUS in the late 60s and 70s, Sportland 
Pool transformed into another world at night- it 
was a real circus. It offered boardwalk-goers 
entertainment in the form of “Aqua Circus.”  It 
was a wonderful water show complete with an 
assortment of high divers, some who’d be lit on 
fire,  “Aqua Maniacs” (clown divers ) and  “Aqua 
Maids” who wowed us with their synchronized 
swimming performances. Then there was the wa-
ter jousting on floating tubes, where clowns would 
choose people from the audience to participate. 
Were you one of them?  I can remember quite a 
few times my brothers and cousins getting picked 
and falling in and having to run back home after-
wards to change out of their soaking wet jeans 
and shirts, before hurrying back up the boards for 
some more fun. 

“The song you heard singing in the breeze as a child, is singing still.” ~Mary Oliver

Dorothy and her siblings
in the boardwalk photobooth Joey, Mikey & Jimmy Sharon & Natalie

Dorothy’sDorothy’s  WILDWOOD CHILDHOOD
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 Gyclee Art Prints of these paint-
ings and more, are available at 

SUNSTORE.B IGCARTEL.COM 
and will be available at the 
N. Wildwood Flea Market 

August 10th,2025

FRIENDSHIP 7 MOTEL
When I was 12, my sisters and I 
would stop by local motel offices 
and put our names in for babysit-
ting service. On 7th St. alone, there 
were 7 motels, so we never had to go 
far to work. It was a different time 
in the early 1970s, when it felt safe 
to babysit for families vacationing in 
the Wildwoods—complete strangers 
we had just met. We earned $1. an 
hour, and the next day, we’d ride our 
bikes to Marine Bank at 14th and 
New Jersey Avenue to deposit our 
earnings. I can still picture the bank 
teller carefully writing the amount 
in our little passbooks and stamping 
the date on it. By the end of summer, 
we’d sometimes save up to $300. 
which was a lot back then.

VETERAN ICE CREAM VENDORS …the 
original “Fudgy Wudgy” ice cream box 
that Veteran vendors lugged up and 
down our beautiful beaches on hot sum-
mer days, delighting every child’s heart. 
This humble old metal box stirs all of 
our senses: the taste of our favorite 
ice cream, the cheerful jingle of the 
ice cream man singing as he made his 
way down the beach, the soft, powdery 
white sand against the vivid colors of 
umbrellas under a bright blue sky, all 
mixed with the nostalgic aroma of Cop-
pertone suntan lotion. 
It captures the pure nostalgia of simpler 
times, when an ice cream bar cost just 
.50 cents instead of $5.50 today.

MOORE’S INLET From its little beach 
and Pop’s truck in the ’60s and ’70s 
to its No-Shower Happy Hours in the 
’80s, Moore’s Inlet holds a special 
place in all our hearts.
Back in the day, the beach at 7th 
St. stretched on forever, so my mom 
would pile us kids into the car and 
drive over to Moore’s little beach. 
There was no seawall, just a wooden 
bulkhead we’d hop over before lin-
ing up at Pop’s truck for water ice 
and pretzels. I can still see him using 
a paintbrush to spread mustard on 
pretzels before sprinkling the salt.
When we got older, we’d join our 
own friends at Moore’s Patio Bar, 
soaking up the same carefree vibe. 
Many people have shared their own 
Moore’s stories with me for the pa-
per — proposals, family dinners, and 
legendary performances. It’s a place 
with a million memories, and to this 
day, most of us feel Moore’s Inlet 
should’ve never been demolished.

Dorothy’sDorothy’s  WILDWOOD CHILDHOOD
P A I N T I N G S  &  M E M O R I E S

THE HELL HOLE I remember being too 
scared to set foot inside after one of 
my sisters claimed she nearly got her 
foot caught! The ride spun at dizzy-
ing speeds, pinning riders against the 
wall as the floor suddenly dropped 
away. For some, it was thrilling, like 
my sister Sharon  who would stash 
away extra money on Sportland Pool 
days just to ride the Hell Hole.  But 
for me, the sight of that enormous 
devil face, with the wicked grin was 
like a billboard-sized nightmare, 
was more than enough to send shiv-
ers down my spine.

THE CAPTAIN’S TABLE was an iconic 
restaurant in Wildwood Crest that 
opened in the summer of ‘63, built 
and designed by Lou Morey to resem-
ble a ship. It encompassed the whole 
beach block, between Toledo & Hol-
lywood on Atlantic Aves. offering 
oceanfront dining at its best. Sadly, 
the restaurant was sold in 2002 and 
demolished in 2005. On a personal 
note, it was where I learned the true 
meaning of hard work, yet it was one 
of the funnest summer jobs I ever had. 
In the latter half of 1970s, my Uncle 
Pat McMonagle was the head chef, 
so naturally, my brothers, some of our 
cousins, and I had summer jobs there. 
I have the best memories of those 
summers in the kitchen when my girl-
friend and I were “dishwasherettes”. 
I once asked my uncle, while reminisc-
ing about the Captain’s Table, how 
many dinners we served in a night. 
He said sometimes as many as 1,000. 
It was a crazy busy place, but we had 
the most fun-loving kitchen crew. If 
anyone ever complained, they were 
met with: “If you can’t stand the 
heat, get out of the kitchen!” 
Sometimes, we’d ride our bikes all the 
way down to Hollywood Ave.from 
7th St. and then have to ride all the 
way home. Other times, we took the 
local Five Mile Beach bus. The first 
thing I’d do when I got back was hop 
in the shower—it was the stinkiest job 
after handling all those dishes! I still 
love running into my old boss, Jana 
DeFrancesco Belansen. She always 
smiles when she thinks of her family’s 
restaurant and never fails to ask how 
my Uncle Pat is doing.

DOLPHIN RESTAURANT Growing up just 
a few blocks away, my family would dress 
up and walk there for dinner often. For 
37 years, the Dolphin was a beloved din-
ing spot, where locals and visitors alike 
gathered over heaping plates of seafood, 
sharing stories of wonderful beach days.
The Dolphin’s story is deeply woven into 
the fabric of our island’s past. It first 
opened in 1964, founded by the Halkias 
family, who had moved to Wildwood from 
Greece. They built their restaurant at 
10th and Ocean, designing it in the popu-
lar Howard Johnson style of the time.
By 2002, the family sold the Dolphin 
which was later demolished to make 
way for condos. In 2003, they built and 
opened the STAR Diner.
Like so many places that defined our 
childhoods, the Dolphin exists now only in 
memory. But if you close your eyes, you 
can still picture the glow of its sign on a 
warm summer night with the spinning dol-
phin, and almost taste the fresh seafood, 
and feel the friendly service, and the at-
mosphere that carried the unmistakable 
charm of Wildwood’s golden era that 
once made it a Wildwood treasure.

“We all need empty hours in our lives or we will have no time to create or dream.“– Robert Coles
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for the Beach 

& more!

Souveniers
& Gifts Galore!
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Boardwalk
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A bit of breezy chat about the island’s happenings 
from Labor Day 2024 through Memorial Day 2025
Back in 2003, long before social media delivered up-to-the-minute 
news all winter long, this column became Sun reader’s favorite com-
pilation of news ... it’s been months in the making by editor Dorothy  
Kulisek with the help of assistant Meg Corcoran. 
After reading this section, the column continues on the other Down-
town side with the New & Old Business column put together for The Sun 
by Al Alven of WW365.  Happy reading!

Academic and podcaster Brené 
Brown once said, “If you own this 
story, you get to write the end-
ing.” While writing our Wildwood 
stories, we at The Sun have joy-
fully concluded there is no real 
ending in our coastal storytelling 
world—only one season flowing 
into the next, each bringing its 
own tales to tell, thanks to you, 
our amazing readers. And what 
stories you’ve told! We’ve revisited 
long-lost establishments, mourned 
their demise (we’re looking at you, 
Moore’s!), and welcomed new, 
sure-to-be favorites—honoring 
what’s gone, but never forgotten. 
Thankfully, there’s been no end to 
learning about our beloved town 
or doing our part to preserve its 
history.

With the close of Summer 2024, 
we eased into a scenic autumn, 
where amber skies and falling 
leaves competed with ocean 
sunrises and bayside sunsets. We 
reconnected with friends, old and 
new, at the Irish Festival, made 
wishes at the Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremonies, and rang in 
a brand-new year by the sea—just 
in time for Old Man Winter’s ar-
rival. His big snowfall only added 
to our already picture-postcard 
landscape.

As Oscar Wilde said, “Wisdom 
comes with winters,” and so our 
dedicated Wildwood crews wisely 
got to work—rebuilding roads, 

readying beaches and the Board-
walk, and welcoming new business 
owners chasing their Wildwood 
dreams alongside longtime fa-
vorites who continue to shape our 
town’s charm.

Now, thanks in part to our awe-
some advertisers, we invite you, 
our fellow Wildwood lovers, to 
settle into your coziest corner—by 
porch or by sea—and catch up 
on all the fit-to-print events (and 
more than a few fun facts) that 
unfolded…While You Were Away.

Doo-ing Winter in Wildwood

At the Greater Wildwood Cham-
ber of Commerce’s annual Mayors’ 
Luncheon in April, mayors from 
North Wildwood, Wildwood, and 
Wildwood Crest shared key up-
dates shaping the island’s future.

North Wildwood Highlights

In his final address before stepping 
down, Mayor Patrick Rosenello cel-
ebrated several accomplishments:

• Gateway Project & Memorials: 
Veterans Park marks progress in 
the Gateway Project. North Wild-
wood is now home to one of only 
two Gold Star Memorials in New 
Jersey. Across the street, a Mid-
Atlantic Police & Fire Memorial 
will be built on the former Triangle 
Restaurant site.
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• Traffic & Pedestrian Safety: The 
roadway has been narrowed, 
sidewalks widened, and the speed 
limit reduced to 25 mph entering 
the island via the Beach Creek 
Bridge. Slow Down! Take your time!

• Roadway Improvements: As of 
January 3, New Jersey Avenue 
reopened to two-way traffic after 
months of construction.

• Boardwalk Construction: A new 
ADA-accessible beachside ramp 
now connects the bike path at 21st 
Ave. to the Boardwalk. Phased 
renovations begin this fall, with 
Phase 1 covering 23rd to 26th 
Avenues. Phase 2, from 16th to 
18th, follows.

• Recreational Space: Sportland 
Pier was acquired by the city and 
will be transformed into open rec-
reational space over time.

• North Wildwood City Hall: The 
century-old City Hall has undergone 
interior and exterior renovations.

• Beach Conditions: Rosenello 
proudly reported that the beach 
is in the best condition it’s been in 
over a decade.

City of Wildwood Updates

Mayor Ernie Troiano Jr. shared 
several developments:

• Boardwalk Expansion: Renova-
tions between Youngs Avenue and 
the Convention Center include a 
14-foot expansion and lovely new 
shady seating pavilions.

• Back Bay Development: Sig-
nificant roadwork is planned to 
support new residences and a 
proposed 120-unit development.

• Environmental Renewal: The 
former landfill has been reborn as 

a bird sanctuary and nature walk, 
with native wildlife and a restored 
coastline.

• Cedar Avenue: Further enhance-
ments are underway to attract 
visitors to this key Boardwalk 
entry.

• Event Growth: The Barefoot 
Country Music Fest has signed a 
five-year extension, with organiz-
ers exploring a second concert—
possibly rock-themed—the week 
before.

Public Safety & Events

Police Chief Murphy announced 
all parades will now take place 
on the Boardwalk between Ju-
niper and Burk Avenues, citing 
Homeland Security guidance and 
limited street resources.

Boardwalk Safety Enhancements

In line with Wildwood’s “Every 
Night is a Family Night” motto, a 
10 PM curfew for minors will be 
implemented for summer 2025. 
Additional security upgrades in-
clude protective posts, expanded 
surveillance, and increased police 
presence.

Wildwood Crest Highlights

Mayor Don Cabrera emphasized 
continued efforts toward “Healthy 
Coastal Living.”

For the fifth year, Wildwood Crest 
earned “Healthy Town” status 
from the NJ Health Care Quality 
Institute for its work in wellness 
and mental health education.

• Crest Station Business District: 
Revitalization of New Jersey 
Avenue, between Heather and 
Columbine Roads, pays tribute to 
the former railroad stop.

whiLe You were AwaY!
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BIKE RENTALS OPEN EVERY DAYOPEN EVERY DAY

BIKE
RENTALSD. R. Bradley’s

500 E. Rambler Rd. on the Wildwood Crest Bike Path
drbradleybikes.com

SINCE 1957
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Free Pick-up and Delivery on Island
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hourly - daily - weekly rentals
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 "In life, as in bicycling, pedal when you have to, coast when you can." ~James Lough
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• Beach Patrol Headquarters: 
Recently renovated and ready for 
summer.

• Flood Prevention: Bulkhead re-
placements on Park Boulevard are 
underway; a new pump station is 
in the planning phase.

• Crest Arts Pavilion: The transfor-
mation of the former library into 
a community arts hub is complete 
and hosting events this summer.

• City Hall: Renovations are also 
planned for City Hall and the po-
lice headquarters.

Island-Wide Dune Project

A showdown involving shared 
sand made some waves in the 
Wildwoods this winter.

On December 16, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, NJ DEP, and 
island officials met to discuss the 
Hereford Inlet to Cape May Inlet 
Coastal Storm Risk Management 
Project.

While all towns expressed sup-
port, concerns arose about post-
construction beach width and 
sand volume. 
The multi-million dollar fed-
eral Dune project to replenish 
beaches in the Wildwoods was in 
danger of being completely can-
celled due to local mayors not 
being able to agree. 

Wildwood Mayor Ernie Troiano 
Jr. and Wildwood Crest Mayor 
Don Cabrera voiced concerns 
over plans to borrow sand from 
their beaches for a 16-foot dune 
spanning Five Mile Island. Ca-
brera said Crest’s current dune 
system is sufficient, while Troiano 
questioned the impact on beach 
events, citing potential reduc-
tions in beach width by up to 
900 feet.

In March, a joint letter to Sena-
tor Jeff Van Drew was sent by all 
3 mayors requesting support to 
move the project forward.

North Wildwood Beach Project 
Earns National Recognition Last 
year’s North Wildwood Emergen-
cy Beach Nourishment Project by 
GLDD restored the beachfront 
just in time for summer, boost-
ing tourism, protecting property 
values, and preventing economic 
losses. A model of coastal re-
silience and collaboration, the 
project earned a Best Restored 
Beach Award. Honorees will be 
recognized at the ASBPA National 
Coastal Conference in Long 
Beach, CA, Oct. 7–10, 2025.

North Wildwood Lawsuits & Lou 
Booth Amphitheater On Decem-
ber 4, 2024, the State of New 
Jersey and the City of North Wild-
wood reached a global settlement 
under an Administrative Consent 
Order, resolving all ongoing legal 
disputes between the city and 
the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
regarding unapproved coastal 
protection work.

As part of the settlement, the 
longtime landmark Lou Booth Am-
phitheater—built in the 1970s—is 
slated for removal. The amphi-
theater was funded by donations 
from the estate of Louisa Booth 
and named in her honor. Over 
the decades, it became a beloved 
venue for Concerts Under the 
Stars and countless community 
events.

Additionally, the city will reconfig-
ure a bulkhead that was built with-
out state approval between 3rd 
and 7th Aves. The DEP claims its 
current shape worsened erosion. 
Plans include shifting it inland with 
a smoother curve, adding rocks, 
and replenishing sand. The walk-
ing seawall will also be extended 
to 7th Avenue.

whiLe You were AwaY!
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609-522-0136  

Open All Year!!

Voted 
THE BEST 

FUDGE!

Thank You 
for making us 
part of your 

Seashore 
traditions!

We Ship World-wide

Follow us @originalfudgeisland

OPEN EVERY DAY at  10am

2200 BOARDWALK, 
NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ 08260

Homemade Creamy Fudge
Handmade Chocolates

Delicious Salt Water Taffy
Homemade Coconut Macaroons

Homemade Irish Potatoes-all year
1000’s of Specialty Items

HAVE A BLAST ON THE BOARDS. . . 
MORNING, NOON & NIGHT!



www.Do0WW.com

49“America’s Best Boardwalk!” 
~FamilyVacationCritic.comHAVE A BLAST ON THE BOARDS. . . 

MORNING, NOON & NIGHT!



50 HAVE A BLAST ON THE BOARDS. . . 
MORNING, NOON & NIGHT!
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clusterspopcornwildwood.com

clusterspopcornwildwood
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3314 Boardwalk, Wildwood, NJ 
wildwood@clusterspopcorn.com
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Though the amphitheater’s loss is 
deeply felt, the settlement ends a 
costly legal battle and may clear 
the path for future coastal proj-
ects. A new venue may emerge 
in time, but its location and the 
demolition timeline remain un-
certain.

The Lou Booth Amphitheater Surf 
Cam will be relocated to the top 
of the Hereford Inlet Lighthouse.

Weather in the Wildwoods Report

Author Alice Hoffman once noted, 
“When all is said and done, the 
weather and love are the two ele-
ments about which we can never be 
sure.”  Yet we love our ever-chang-
ing Wildwood weather, where 
each season has its own life.

In Summer 2024, June brought 
the kind of mild, pleasant weather 
rarely seen—we also had no sum-
mer heat waves, thanks to the 
cool, bracing Atlantic ocean keep-
ing temperatures in the 80s. 

Over September weekend of the 
20th to 22nd, despite forecasts 
hinting at a Nor’easter similar to 
2023’s wet Irish Weekend, the 
storm bypassed us. Classic cars 
filled the boardwalk while revelers 
enjoyed one final summer hurrah.

Fall continued this trend: the 
Italian Festival, Oktoberfest, 
the Race of the Gentlemen, and 
the Fabulous 50s, 60s & 70s 
Weekend were celebrated under 
warm, sunny skies. A dry October 
gave way to mid-November rains, 
signaling the end of our seemingly 
endless summer.

December saw a plunge in tem-
peratures, setting a frosty tone 
for the holidays, while January’s 
high winds and freezing cold 
brought the season’s first signifi-
cant snowfall on the 6th —8 to 10 
inches that, although picturesque, 
had many counting the days 
until spring. An arctic blast from 

whiLe You were AwaY!

EDITOR NOTE: 
WHILE YOU WERE AWAY 
continues on the other side

 IN THE DOWNTOWN SECTION

This is how we ‘winter’ in Wildwood!
1/07/25 Snowstorm w/Jack & Denise Ballon

January 19th to 21st followed, with 
February beginning mildly until 
a dusting of snow fell on the Full 
Snow Moon (February 11th). March 
arrived like a lamb—sunny and 
warm—hinting at the coming of 
spring, with proverbial May flow-
ers arriving after April showers.

Memorial Day was breezy but 
warm, winter now a distant memory 
with stirring overtures to the sunny 
symphony of summer upon us.

Conclusion As we journey from 
beach to beyond, we recall Kellie 
Elmore’s words, “It’s summer and 
time for wandering.” Yet here at 
The Sun we know the best adven-
tures are found right on our sandy 
seascape. From the island-wide 
Christmas in July events to Life-
guard Races on the Boardwalk, 
Downtown Farmers Market finds, 
Sand Sculpting and Sidewalk 
Chalk Competitions, and Friday 
Night Fireworks, Wildwood con-
tinually fuels our creative spirit. 
With every memory captured and 
anecdote shared, you—our fellow 
storytellers—help ensure that the 
Summer of 2025 will be the best 
on record in our never-ending 
Wildwood tale.

WILDWOOD

STONE HARBOR
OCEAN CITY

Candies 3 Locations3 Locations

WILDWOOD AVE. 
ON THE BOARDWALK 

609-522-3875

9600 3RD AVE. 
STONE HARBOR  
609-803-3077

1130 BOARDWALK
OCEAN CITY, NJ 
609-526-8709

douglasscandies.com

We make the 
Cand� we Sell!
OPEN everyda�

Making the BEST fudge, salt water 
taffy & handcrafted chocolates 
DAILY in our own kitchens
Easy ONLINE ordering and shipping

Owned & Operated 
by the original 

DOUGLASS FAMILY
with the same 

homemade 
time-tested recipes 

SINCE 1919

SINCE 1919

WINTER HOLIDAY ISSUE due out 11/21/25



www.Do0WW.com

“America’s Best Boardwalk!” 
~FamilyVacationCritic.com 51HAVE A BLAST ON THE BOARDS. . . 

MORNING, NOON & NIGHT!



52 HAVE A BLAST ON THE BOARDS. . . 

 3501 Boardwalk at Cedar Ave • Wildwood, NJ
www.marinersarcade.com

•  Established in 1982  • •  Established in 1982  • Fully 
enclosed Air 
Conditioned 

& Heated 
Arcade!

 Located on Mariner’s Landing Amusement Pier
OPEN EVERY DAY AT 9AM

www.Do0WW.com

Christmas in     the Wildwoods!Christmas in     the Wildwoods!

Wildwood’s annual Christmas in July 
GOLF CART PARADE are (L-R)
with Wildwood City officials 

Steve Mikulski, Mayor Ernie Troiano, 
Krista Fitzsimmons 

with Santa & Mrs Clause
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26TH & BOARDWALK, WILDWOOD, NJ  609-522-6017
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Christmas in     the Wildwoods!Christmas in     the Wildwoods! JJuullyy 26, 2025, 10 26, 2025, 10amam

ANNUAL GOLF CART PARADEANNUAL GOLF CART PARADE along the BOARDWALKBOARDWALK
See ad on front cover for registration info and more details.
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WE
DELIVER!

BAGELBAGEL TIMETIME
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grew the family business but also 
preserved the values and traditions 
that have defined M.S. Brown Jewel-
ers for 75 years. As they continue to 
serve the community, Michael and 
Gail’s legacy remains an integral part 
of the company’s enduring success.

The Third Generation: Innovating 
for the Future
Continuing the family legacy, Jes-
sica Brown Schwakoff joined the 
business in 2014, bringing with 
her prestigious degrees in Gemol-
ogy and Master Jeweler from the 
Gemological Institute of America. 
Her deep knowledge and passion for 
the craft have propelled M.S. Brown 
Jewelers into a new era of innovation 
and creativity.
Together with her husband, John, 
who is also a talented jeweler, Jes-
sica has infused the company with 
fresh ideas and modern designs. 
John honed his exceptional skills at 
the New Age Approach School in 
Tennessee, where he specialized in 
stone setting. His expertise in pre-
cision setting techniques perfectly 
complements Jessica’s vision and 
design prowess, creating a dynamic 
partnership that pushes the boundar-
ies of the jewelry industry.
This powerhouse duo seamlessly 
blends state-of-the-art technology 
with traditional craftsmanship, en-
suring precision, quality, and excep-

with a major renovation and expan-
sion of their Wildwood location. 
The newly upgraded space features 
state-of-the-art machinery for jewelry 
design, repair, corporate awards, and 
trophies, enhancing the company’s 
ability to provide precision services 
with unmatched craftsmanship.
A key player in the expansion of their 
corporate awards and trophy business 
is Nicole Muratore, who has been 
with M.S. Brown Jewelers for over 
10 years. Nicole’s expertise and dedi-
cation have played a crucial role in 
growing this segment of the business 
tremendously. Her contributions have 
helped M.S. Brown Jewelers become 
a trusted provider of high-quality 
awards and trophies for businesses, 
organizations, and special events 
across the region.
To further enhance their capabilities, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers also utilizes 
several different laser engravers, en-
suring they can handle any and all 
of your specialty engraving needs. 
Whether it’s engraving custom jew-
elry, trophies, or corporate awards, 
their advanced laser technology al-
lows for precise, detailed designs that 
add a personal touch to every piece.
Additionally, M.S. Brown Jewelers 
incorporates state-of-the-art laser 
welders specifically for jewelry re-
pairs, allowing for incredibly precise 
and delicate repairs on even the most 

Celebrating 75 Years of Tradition and Excellence: The Story of M.S. Brown Jewelers

Visit M.S. Brown Jewelers Today
A long running family tradition 

with a sparkling future!

3304 Pacific Ave., Wildwood, NJ

5 S. Main Street, CMCH, NJ 

Whether you’re looking for the 
perfect piece of jewelry, need an 
appraisal, or require expert jewelry/
watch repair, M.S. Brown Jewelers is 
here to meet all your needs with integ-
rity, expertise, and heartfelt service.

{See M.S. Brown’s front cover ads}

of skilled professionals.
Additionally, M.S. Brown Jewelers 
is a proud supporter of the Lunch 
With Lynch Foundation, a local 
organization dedicated to facilitating 
educational experiences for children 
in the Wildwoods. Through this part-
nership, they contribute to various 
programs and initiatives that enrich 
the lives of local youth. 
The company’s commitment ex-
tends to active participation in civic 
organizations, with team members 
volunteering their time and exper-
tise to various community groups. 
This involvement ensures that M.S. 
Brown Jewelers remains connected 
to the community’s needs and contin-
ues to make a positive impact through 
service and support.
Through these efforts and more, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers continues to 
strengthen its bond with the commu-
nity, reflecting a legacy of generosity 
and service that has been integral to 
the company’s identity for over 75 
years.

Active Involvement in the Greater 
Wildwood Chamber of Commerce
M.S. Brown Jewelers is deeply com-
mitted to the growth and prosperity 
of the local community, exemplified 
by their active involvement in the 
Greater Wildwood Chamber of 
Commerce. Jessica Brown Schwa-
koff proudly serves on the Executive 
Board as Vice President, where she 
plays a key role in promoting local 
businesses, enhancing tourism, and 
supporting community development 
initiatives.

intricate pieces. These laser welders 
ensure the highest level of precision, 
allowing the company to restore and 
repair jewelry with unmatched ac-
curacy while preserving the integrity 
and beauty of each item.
This modernization not only supports 
expert repairs and custom designs but 
also revolutionized their inventory, 
introducing contemporary and trend-
setting designs that appeal to a wide 
range of customers. M.S. Brown 
Jewelers’ expanded capabilities 
ensure they can continue to meet the 
evolving demands of today’s jewelry 
industry and corporate awards while 
maintaining the exceptional quality 
their customers have come to expect 
over the past 75 years.
The Wildwood renovation, along 
with the addition of laser engrav-
ing technology and laser welders for 
jewelry repairs, underscores M.S. 
Brown Jewelers’ commitment to 
staying at the forefront of innova-
tion and craftsmanship. By blending 
tradition with cutting-edge technol-
ogy, they continue to elevate the cor-
porate awards business and enhance 
their customer service.

A Community Pillar with Heart
One notable example is their annual 
Coats for Kids event, where M.S. 
Brown Jewelers provides free coats, 
hats, and gloves to children in need, 
ensuring that children in the com-
munity had access to warm clothing 
as the colder months approached. 
During Covid and other times of the 
year M.S. Brown Jewelers has been 
known to have a food pantry in their 
store providing free food for people 
in need.  
Beyond the Coats for Kids initia-
tive, M.S. Brown Jewelers actively 
participates in various philanthropic 
events, offering time and resources 
to support local causes. Their dedi-
cation to the community is further 
exemplified by the Milton S. Brown 
Scholarship, awarded to a local high 
school student pursuing education 
in a trade, honoring the company’s 
founder and investing in the future 

tional artistry in every piece. Despite 
these modern advancements, they 
remain committed to the core values 
upon which M.S. Brown Jewelers 
built integrity, trust, and personalized 
customer service.
Together, Jessica and John are 
carrying the M.S. Brown Jewelers’ 
legacy into the future, honoring the 
traditions of the past while appealing 
to a new generation of customers. 
Their commitment to excellence 
ensures that M.S. Brown Jewelers 
continues to be a trusted name in the 
community, serving customers with 
the same dedication and passion that 
began 75 years ago.

Craftsmanship and Service Like 
No Other
M.S. Brown Jewelers prides itself 
on offering unmatched craftsman-
ship and personalized service. Their 
team includes a master watchmaker, 
gemologist, and three skilled jew-
elers who specialize in custom 
design and creating one-of-a-kind 
pieces. Whether you’re looking for 
an engagement ring, wedding band, 
fashion jewelry, or a statement piece, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers has something 
for every occasion and budget.

A New Era of Innovation and 
Craftsmanship
In 2017, M.S. Brown Jewelers em-
barked on a transformative journey 

M.S. Brown Jewelers. With a passion 
for excellence and a deep commit-
ment to customer satisfaction, they 
built upon the strong foundation laid 
by Milton and Sylvia, leading the 
company into an era of growth and 
prosperity.
Michael, a Master Watchmaker 
and Jeweler, brought his exceptional 
craftsmanship and attention to detail 
to the business, elevating the store’s 
reputation for quality and precision. 
His expertise in watchmaking and 
jewelry design became a hallmark 
of M.S. Brown Jewelers, attracting 
customers seeking both timeless el-
egance and modern style.
Under their visionary leadership, the 
business flourished, expanding its 
services to Cape May Court House, 
New Jersey, in 1995. Their location 
at 5 South Main Street has been a 
cherished fixture in Cape May Court 
House for 30 incredible years, serv-
ing as a trusted destination for exqui-
site jewelry and exceptional service.
Michael’s mastery of his craft, com-
bined with Gail’s dedication to per-
sonalized customer care, solidified 
M.S. Brown Jewelers’ reputation 
as a premier jewelry store in New 
Jersey. Their commitment to excel-
lence and community involvement 
ensured that the business continued to 
thrive, laying groundwork for future 
generations.
Their passion and leadership not only 

M.S. Brown Jewelers, one of New 
Jersey’s most historic jewelry stores, 
proudly marks its 75th anniversary 
this year. Founded in 1950 by Milton 
and Sylvia Brown, this family-owned 
business began as a small jewelry and 
appliance store in a strip mall and 
has grown into a trusted name syn-
onymous with quality, integrity, and 
exceptional customer service.

A Legacy Built on Vision and 
Dedication
Seventy-five years ago, Milton and 
Sylvia Brown embarked on a jour-
ney to bring fine jewelry to their 
community. After Milton’s service 
in World War II, the couple set out 
with a vision—one rooted in qual-
ity craftsmanship and personalized 
service. Their dedication quickly 
earned them a loyal customer base, 
and as the business flourished, M.S. 
Brown Jewelers relocated to its cur-
rent home at 3304 Pacific Avenue 
in Wildwood, New Jersey. Today, 
it stands as a cherished cornerstone 
of the community, continuing the 
legacy of excellence and trust that 
Milton and Sylvia established de-
cades ago.

A Second Generation of Passion 
and Expansion
In 1984, the torch was passed to the 
second generation when Michael 
and Gail Brown took the helm at 

Although Michael Brown is not 
currently serving on the Executive 
Board, his longstanding contributions 
to the community continue to shape 
the values of M.S. Brown Jewel-
ers. Both Michael and Jessica work 
together to ensure that M.S. Brown 
Jewelers remains a vital part of the 
Wildwood community.
Jessica’s leadership at the Chamber 
reflects M.S. Brown Jewelers’ un-
wavering commitment to fostering 
economic growth and strengthening 
community ties, ensuring that Wild-
wood remains a vibrant and thriving 
destination for locals and visitors 
alike.
This ongoing involvement in the 
Chamber is just one of the many ways 
M.S. Brown Jewelers demonstrates 
its dedication to the community it has 
proudly served for 75 years.

Looking Forward to the Future

As M.S. Brown Jewelers celebrates 
its 75th anniversary, they reflect 
on a rich history of tradition, excel-
lence, and community involvement. 
The Brown family extends heartfelt 
gratitude to their loyal customers and 
the community for their unwavering 
support and confidence throughout 
the years.
With a legacy built on trust and qual-
ity, M.S. Brown Jewelers is excited 
to continue serving generations to 
come. Their family looks forward to 
working with yours, creating memo-
ries and heirlooms that last a lifetime.

 Sylvia and Milton Brown Gail and Michael Brown Jessica and John Schwakoff III

“Like a diamond, true excellence is forged under pressure and shines for generations.” “For 75 years, we’ve proven that the finest things in life—like diamonds and traditions—only grow more valuable with time.”
WW
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grew the family business but also 
preserved the values and traditions 
that have defined M.S. Brown Jewel-
ers for 75 years. As they continue to 
serve the community, Michael and 
Gail’s legacy remains an integral part 
of the company’s enduring success.

The Third Generation: Innovating 
for the Future
Continuing the family legacy, Jes-
sica Brown Schwakoff joined the 
business in 2014, bringing with 
her prestigious degrees in Gemol-
ogy and Master Jeweler from the 
Gemological Institute of America. 
Her deep knowledge and passion for 
the craft have propelled M.S. Brown 
Jewelers into a new era of innovation 
and creativity.
Together with her husband, John, 
who is also a talented jeweler, Jes-
sica has infused the company with 
fresh ideas and modern designs. 
John honed his exceptional skills at 
the New Age Approach School in 
Tennessee, where he specialized in 
stone setting. His expertise in pre-
cision setting techniques perfectly 
complements Jessica’s vision and 
design prowess, creating a dynamic 
partnership that pushes the boundar-
ies of the jewelry industry.
This powerhouse duo seamlessly 
blends state-of-the-art technology 
with traditional craftsmanship, en-
suring precision, quality, and excep-

with a major renovation and expan-
sion of their Wildwood location. 
The newly upgraded space features 
state-of-the-art machinery for jewelry 
design, repair, corporate awards, and 
trophies, enhancing the company’s 
ability to provide precision services 
with unmatched craftsmanship.
A key player in the expansion of their 
corporate awards and trophy business 
is Nicole Muratore, who has been 
with M.S. Brown Jewelers for over 
10 years. Nicole’s expertise and dedi-
cation have played a crucial role in 
growing this segment of the business 
tremendously. Her contributions have 
helped M.S. Brown Jewelers become 
a trusted provider of high-quality 
awards and trophies for businesses, 
organizations, and special events 
across the region.
To further enhance their capabilities, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers also utilizes 
several different laser engravers, en-
suring they can handle any and all 
of your specialty engraving needs. 
Whether it’s engraving custom jew-
elry, trophies, or corporate awards, 
their advanced laser technology al-
lows for precise, detailed designs that 
add a personal touch to every piece.
Additionally, M.S. Brown Jewelers 
incorporates state-of-the-art laser 
welders specifically for jewelry re-
pairs, allowing for incredibly precise 
and delicate repairs on even the most 

Celebrating 75 Years of Tradition and Excellence: The Story of M.S. Brown Jewelers

Visit M.S. Brown Jewelers Today
A long running family tradition 

with a sparkling future!

3304 Pacific Ave., Wildwood, NJ

5 S. Main Street, CMCH, NJ 

Whether you’re looking for the 
perfect piece of jewelry, need an 
appraisal, or require expert jewelry/
watch repair, M.S. Brown Jewelers is 
here to meet all your needs with integ-
rity, expertise, and heartfelt service.

{See M.S. Brown’s front cover ads}

of skilled professionals.
Additionally, M.S. Brown Jewelers 
is a proud supporter of the Lunch 
With Lynch Foundation, a local 
organization dedicated to facilitating 
educational experiences for children 
in the Wildwoods. Through this part-
nership, they contribute to various 
programs and initiatives that enrich 
the lives of local youth. 
The company’s commitment ex-
tends to active participation in civic 
organizations, with team members 
volunteering their time and exper-
tise to various community groups. 
This involvement ensures that M.S. 
Brown Jewelers remains connected 
to the community’s needs and contin-
ues to make a positive impact through 
service and support.
Through these efforts and more, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers continues to 
strengthen its bond with the commu-
nity, reflecting a legacy of generosity 
and service that has been integral to 
the company’s identity for over 75 
years.

Active Involvement in the Greater 
Wildwood Chamber of Commerce
M.S. Brown Jewelers is deeply com-
mitted to the growth and prosperity 
of the local community, exemplified 
by their active involvement in the 
Greater Wildwood Chamber of 
Commerce. Jessica Brown Schwa-
koff proudly serves on the Executive 
Board as Vice President, where she 
plays a key role in promoting local 
businesses, enhancing tourism, and 
supporting community development 
initiatives.

intricate pieces. These laser welders 
ensure the highest level of precision, 
allowing the company to restore and 
repair jewelry with unmatched ac-
curacy while preserving the integrity 
and beauty of each item.
This modernization not only supports 
expert repairs and custom designs but 
also revolutionized their inventory, 
introducing contemporary and trend-
setting designs that appeal to a wide 
range of customers. M.S. Brown 
Jewelers’ expanded capabilities 
ensure they can continue to meet the 
evolving demands of today’s jewelry 
industry and corporate awards while 
maintaining the exceptional quality 
their customers have come to expect 
over the past 75 years.
The Wildwood renovation, along 
with the addition of laser engrav-
ing technology and laser welders for 
jewelry repairs, underscores M.S. 
Brown Jewelers’ commitment to 
staying at the forefront of innova-
tion and craftsmanship. By blending 
tradition with cutting-edge technol-
ogy, they continue to elevate the cor-
porate awards business and enhance 
their customer service.

A Community Pillar with Heart
One notable example is their annual 
Coats for Kids event, where M.S. 
Brown Jewelers provides free coats, 
hats, and gloves to children in need, 
ensuring that children in the com-
munity had access to warm clothing 
as the colder months approached. 
During Covid and other times of the 
year M.S. Brown Jewelers has been 
known to have a food pantry in their 
store providing free food for people 
in need.  
Beyond the Coats for Kids initia-
tive, M.S. Brown Jewelers actively 
participates in various philanthropic 
events, offering time and resources 
to support local causes. Their dedi-
cation to the community is further 
exemplified by the Milton S. Brown 
Scholarship, awarded to a local high 
school student pursuing education 
in a trade, honoring the company’s 
founder and investing in the future 

tional artistry in every piece. Despite 
these modern advancements, they 
remain committed to the core values 
upon which M.S. Brown Jewelers 
built integrity, trust, and personalized 
customer service.
Together, Jessica and John are 
carrying the M.S. Brown Jewelers’ 
legacy into the future, honoring the 
traditions of the past while appealing 
to a new generation of customers. 
Their commitment to excellence 
ensures that M.S. Brown Jewelers 
continues to be a trusted name in the 
community, serving customers with 
the same dedication and passion that 
began 75 years ago.

Craftsmanship and Service Like 
No Other
M.S. Brown Jewelers prides itself 
on offering unmatched craftsman-
ship and personalized service. Their 
team includes a master watchmaker, 
gemologist, and three skilled jew-
elers who specialize in custom 
design and creating one-of-a-kind 
pieces. Whether you’re looking for 
an engagement ring, wedding band, 
fashion jewelry, or a statement piece, 
M.S. Brown Jewelers has something 
for every occasion and budget.

A New Era of Innovation and 
Craftsmanship
In 2017, M.S. Brown Jewelers em-
barked on a transformative journey 

M.S. Brown Jewelers. With a passion 
for excellence and a deep commit-
ment to customer satisfaction, they 
built upon the strong foundation laid 
by Milton and Sylvia, leading the 
company into an era of growth and 
prosperity.
Michael, a Master Watchmaker 
and Jeweler, brought his exceptional 
craftsmanship and attention to detail 
to the business, elevating the store’s 
reputation for quality and precision. 
His expertise in watchmaking and 
jewelry design became a hallmark 
of M.S. Brown Jewelers, attracting 
customers seeking both timeless el-
egance and modern style.
Under their visionary leadership, the 
business flourished, expanding its 
services to Cape May Court House, 
New Jersey, in 1995. Their location 
at 5 South Main Street has been a 
cherished fixture in Cape May Court 
House for 30 incredible years, serv-
ing as a trusted destination for exqui-
site jewelry and exceptional service.
Michael’s mastery of his craft, com-
bined with Gail’s dedication to per-
sonalized customer care, solidified 
M.S. Brown Jewelers’ reputation 
as a premier jewelry store in New 
Jersey. Their commitment to excel-
lence and community involvement 
ensured that the business continued to 
thrive, laying groundwork for future 
generations.
Their passion and leadership not only 

M.S. Brown Jewelers, one of New 
Jersey’s most historic jewelry stores, 
proudly marks its 75th anniversary 
this year. Founded in 1950 by Milton 
and Sylvia Brown, this family-owned 
business began as a small jewelry and 
appliance store in a strip mall and 
has grown into a trusted name syn-
onymous with quality, integrity, and 
exceptional customer service.

A Legacy Built on Vision and 
Dedication
Seventy-five years ago, Milton and 
Sylvia Brown embarked on a jour-
ney to bring fine jewelry to their 
community. After Milton’s service 
in World War II, the couple set out 
with a vision—one rooted in qual-
ity craftsmanship and personalized 
service. Their dedication quickly 
earned them a loyal customer base, 
and as the business flourished, M.S. 
Brown Jewelers relocated to its cur-
rent home at 3304 Pacific Avenue 
in Wildwood, New Jersey. Today, 
it stands as a cherished cornerstone 
of the community, continuing the 
legacy of excellence and trust that 
Milton and Sylvia established de-
cades ago.

A Second Generation of Passion 
and Expansion
In 1984, the torch was passed to the 
second generation when Michael 
and Gail Brown took the helm at 

Although Michael Brown is not 
currently serving on the Executive 
Board, his longstanding contributions 
to the community continue to shape 
the values of M.S. Brown Jewel-
ers. Both Michael and Jessica work 
together to ensure that M.S. Brown 
Jewelers remains a vital part of the 
Wildwood community.
Jessica’s leadership at the Chamber 
reflects M.S. Brown Jewelers’ un-
wavering commitment to fostering 
economic growth and strengthening 
community ties, ensuring that Wild-
wood remains a vibrant and thriving 
destination for locals and visitors 
alike.
This ongoing involvement in the 
Chamber is just one of the many ways 
M.S. Brown Jewelers demonstrates 
its dedication to the community it has 
proudly served for 75 years.

Looking Forward to the Future

As M.S. Brown Jewelers celebrates 
its 75th anniversary, they reflect 
on a rich history of tradition, excel-
lence, and community involvement. 
The Brown family extends heartfelt 
gratitude to their loyal customers and 
the community for their unwavering 
support and confidence throughout 
the years.
With a legacy built on trust and qual-
ity, M.S. Brown Jewelers is excited 
to continue serving generations to 
come. Their family looks forward to 
working with yours, creating memo-
ries and heirlooms that last a lifetime.

 Sylvia and Milton Brown Gail and Michael Brown Jessica and John Schwakoff III

“Like a diamond, true excellence is forged under pressure and shines for generations.” “For 75 years, we’ve proven that the finest things in life—like diamonds and traditions—only grow more valuable with time.”
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John Killie 
MudHen train engineer/operator

Andrews Ave. Railroad Station 1954
The location of this today is next to Poppi’s & Dogtooth

Way back in 1883, the first passenger train carried travelers from the mainland 
onto the island, traversing a precarious bridge over the untamed marshlands. 
Nicknamed the “MudHen,” it battled and clawed its way through the ele-
ments; often, it was washed out during high tide. History recounts the path it 
blazed, opening up new worlds of opportunity for inhabitants and visitors of 
what would become the Wildwoods.
In the very same spirit, the MudHen Brewing Company burst onto the scene 
in 2018 at 127 W. Rio Grande Avenue, more recently adding The Station 
House in 2024. The brew-pub is a jewel in the crown of the Sciarra family of 
businesses, {Mike Sciarra & his wife Dee, along with sons Chris & Brendan} 

The “Mudhen” travelling through Grassy Sound

which includes the neighboring Kona Surf Company, Dogtooth Bar & Grill and 
Poppi’s Brick Oven Pizza as well as the boutique resort “Hen Houses”. The 
growing conglomerate is the brainchild of Brendan & Robin Sciarra, whose fa-
ther, Mike Sciarra, founded Kona in 1969 in a little storefront along Pacific Ave. 
MudHen Brewing Company is a complete brewing and distribution facility, 
full service bar and restaurant, crafted out of a the shell of a “Neo Doo Wop” 
building that formerly housed a Harley Davidson dealership. Sciarra’s vision 
was helped to life by award-winning brewery consultant Scott Morrison and 
brewmaster Tony Cunha.
Hail to The Mudhen for keeping Wildwood’s history from being forgotten.

A LITTLE PIECE OF RAILROAD HISTORY IN THE WILDWOODS: THE MUDHENA LITTLE PIECE OF RAILROAD HISTORY IN THE WILDWOODS: THE MUDHEN

KONA X

FULL COLLECTION
AVAILABLE NOW ONLINE 

AND IN STORE

Shop online at
KONASURFCO.COM

KONA SURF CO. KONASURFCO.COM103 RIO GRANDE AVE, WILDWOOD, NJ 08260
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100 EAST TAYLOR AVE   |    WILDWOOD, NJ   |    609-522-8 38 3

DOGTOOTHBAR.COM

Good Food. Good Beer. Great Times.

VI
EW

 M
EN

U

127 W. RIO GRANDE AVE  |  WILDWOOD, NJ  |  609.846.7918

MUDHENBREW.COM

POPPI’S

VI
EW

 M
EN

U WE’RE A CRAFT BREWERY FOCUSED 
ON QUALITY, CREATIVITY & 
COMMUNITY. VISIT US TO ENJOY 
OUR DELICIOUS BEERS & GREAT FOOD 
IN A WELCOMING ATMOSPHERE.

4709 NEW JERSEY AVE | WILDWOOD, NJ | 609.600.3964

SERVING UP DELICIOUS, 
HAND-CRAFTED 
NEAPOLITAN-STYLE 
PIZZA & ITALIAN FAREVI

EW
 M

EN
U

Fresh • Local • Homemade

127 W. RIO GRANDE AVE  |  WILDWOOD, NJ  |  609.846.7918

VI
EW

 M
EN

U OPEN DAILY 
8AM-1PM
START YOUR DAY RIGHT WITH 

OUR DELICIOUS BRUNCH OFFERINGS 
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Workout

Amusement

Sculpture

Motel Lobbies

Window Outline  Organizations Residential Spectaculars Idiosyncratic

Skin & Ink

Motel Outline  

Seasonal

“Wildwoods” 
Neon Source

Classic Diners

NEONNEON

Genuine Neon Design & Manufacture
7,000 Clients Since 1980

( 6 0 9 )  9 72 -( 6 0 9 )  9 72 - 55 0 0 80 0 8
“Don’t open a business and stay in the dark!”

Big Palms
MANY STYLES

Long-standing Businessneon art

Vintage neon Clocks

Boardwalk iconsMuseums

Zaberer’s

GenuineGenuine
Get a Get a RealReal  Sign!Sign!

Will work 24 hrs. a day for you.
Let them know where you are 

and what you are selling.
• Energy Efficient   •   Maximum Visibility

Lasts for Decades  •  Unmatched Capabilities
on the corner of PINE & PACIFIC AVE.on the corner of PINE & PACIFIC AVE.

web: ultra neon wildwoodweb: ultra neon wildwood

Paid in part by the Cape May County Culture & Heritage commission,  from funds granted by the New Jersey Historical commission.

www.wildwoodHistoricalMuseuM.coM

George F. Boyer Museum
3907 Pacific Avenue

By-the-Sea, N.J.

HELLO SUmmer!
               •               •  Bring a Friend or two!

            •            •  Reminisce ! 
••  Enjoy a Large-screen Showing 
   of Wildwood Documentaries 
••  See the Wildwood of your Childhood!
••  Visit the Wildwood your Grandparents    
   once knew! 

MuseuM Hours: 
Mon-wed-tHur-Fri-sat 10-3,  sun 12-5

closed tuesday

WWee’’rrE E OOPPEENN!

On the corner of Rio Grande 
& Pacific Aves. Wildwood, NJ

OPEN 
Wednesday thru Saturday

{COMPLIMENTARY PARKING DIRECTLY 
ACROSS THE STREET IN OUR LOT}

Call for Your Appointment

609.523.8700

TOTAL 
IMAGE

Your
Starts Here!

Shore Home

Finance Your 
Beach Life Locally
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1 1/2 Hours
FREE 

PARKING

BEST 
SEAFOOD & 
BEST FAMILY 

DINING
–Freetime

Schellenger’s Restaurant Schellenger’s Restaurant 

Cocktails • Beer • Wine • Martinis • New Menu Selections • Children’s Menu

OPEN DAILY 3:30pm ‘til
schellengersrestaurant.com

FRESHEST FRESHEST Seafood  •  Steaks  •  Chicken •  Pasta •  SoupsSeafood  •  Steaks  •  Chicken •  Pasta •  Soups
3516 ATLANTIC AVE. • WILDWOOD, NJ • 609-522-0433

BREAKFAST BREAKFAST 
AND AND 

PREMIUM PREMIUM 
COCKTAILS!COCKTAILS!

3500 ATLANTIC AVE. • WILDWOOD NJ
islandbagelswildwood.comislandbagelswildwood.com

4712 PACIFIC AVE.  WILDWOOD  609-522-2379 

 Visit us also at HollyBeachTrainDepot.com  

South Jersey’s �ost Complete Train Stop

HOLLY BEACH TRAIN DEPOTHOLLY BEACH TRAIN DEPOT

“Watch the 
tram car 
please!”

MONDAY - SATURDAY  
10AM - 4PM 

Cape May County’s Only Authorized Lionel & MTH Dealer

WE BUY, 
SELL & 
REPAIR 
TRAINS

 SALES TAX

1/23  %

TOY TRAM CARS IN STOCK

LARRY’S
77TH YEAR ON
PACIFIC AVE.

Holly Beach Trains 31st Year

NOW IN STOCK!COMING SOON!
 CAPE MAY WILDWOOD REEFER CAR

COMING SOON! NAVAL AIR STATION WILDWOOD BOX CAR
CAPE MAY COAST GUARD BOX CAR  TAKING ORDERS

A Larry Wolf Corp. since 1973

ST. PATTY’S DAY CUSTOM TROLLEY

Corner of  Taylor & Paci f ic  Ave .
WILDWOOD 523-1166

Thrift Store

and I mean cheap!

Women’s Men’s Children’s 
Clothing - Shoes

and 
so much 

more

we accept donations

A Really Cool

shop
secondhand 
clothing

 . . .  new 
merchandise

arriving 
daily!

Select Handbags 
& Boots 
on Sale

Household 
Items 

PACIFIC 
AVENUE

N J

W

ILDWOOD
 

JULY 4THPostcards & Photos circa 1890-1920  
GEORGE BOYER MUSEUM, WILDWOOD, N.J

(Excerpt from an interview with Larry Lillo) 

“Nostalgia… the longing for a certain 
place or time. “
Being a nostalgic person is not re-
quired to happily discover yourself 
being transported back in time to 
an old familiar memory. Often it is 
triggered by something out of the 
ordinary, like an old photo, a song, 
smell or place you haven’t visited in 
a while. For some, however, a walk 
down memory lane is available to 
them every day.
In the first half of the 1900s, Pacific 
Ave was a hub of activity and life. It 
was the reason to come onto the is-
land; it was the place to gather. The 
street was full of thriving stores that 
would meet any shopper’s possible 
need, with the store owners and their 
families growing up and often living 
in the apartments above, causing the 
area to flourish. It was full of kids 
playing football and tag in lots and 
in the streets, buying penny candy 
and sitting at soda counters. Everyone 
knew everyone else, and if you were 
a stranger you weren’t for long. Wild-
wood by-the-Sea is often likened to 
Mayberry RFD.
Pacific Ave. once held multiple car 
dealerships, gas stations, the gas com-
pany, electric company, phone com-
pany, fire station and police station. 
It had supermarkets and 5 & 10’s, 
department stores, boutiques, barber 
shops, tailors, shoemakers, produce 
markets, fresh meat delis, restaurants 
and luncheonettes. There were banks, 
doctors, lawyers, pharmacists, and li-
quor stores as well. 
There was no need to hunt and pick 
around the island to find the stores 
you needed, all you had to do was 
walk down Pacific Ave. You could get 
there by car, train, trolley, bike or 
foot.
Sharing memories with other people 
is a wonderful gift, as well as finding 
someone who shares the same memo-
ries as you. Remembering the past 
keeps it alive and familiar, much like 
peering out your window connects 
you with all that is occurring today. 4714-20 Pacific Ave., the original Maggio’s Market

4110 Pacific Ave., Tex’ Luncheonette

4710 Pacific Ave., Larry Lillo’s Snack Bar later called 
Larry’s Luncheonette. Today it is the Holly Beach Train 

Depot, owned and operated by Larry Lillo, Jr.
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WWe know it’s summer when stars of all kinds come out, some making an appear-
ance in our seaside skies, others courtesy of Downtown Wildwood’s FREE FAM-FREE FAM-
ILY MOVIE NIGHTSILY MOVIE NIGHTS at Byrne Plaza. Since stars shine their brightest in the dark, 
the entertainment starts when the sun sets (7:48 to 8:28). Bring your beach 
chair, blanket, and favorite movie buffs along for the Tuesday night shows!
Prepare for the MigrationMigration (release date 2023) on JUNEJUNE 24th 24th, when our favorite 
duck family takes flight, migrating from New England through New York City 
to Jamaica (coasting over a scenic Wildwood). Including the voices of Eliza-
beth Banks and Kumail Nanjiani.
Things get appallingly musical on JULYJULY 1st 1st for the Despicable Me 4Despicable Me 4 crew (re-
lease date 2024) when family man Gru (voice of Steve Carell) crosses paths 
with his school nemesis (voice of Will Ferrell) culminating in a sing-off at Music 
in the Plaza.
On JULYJULY 8th 8th, expect Kung Fu Panda 2Kung Fu Panda 2 (voices including Jack Black and Ange-
lina Jolie, release date 2011) fight villains alongside fellow martial arts masters 
on a mission to protect their Valley of Peace, preferring to “Peace Out” cour-
tesy of Ocean Oasis Water Park.
On JULYJULY 15th 15th, we’re turning things Inside Out 2Inside Out 2 (release date 2024) head back 
to high school, making friends while dealing with conflicting teen emotions and 
gearing up for Downtown Wildwood Fitness in the Plaza - Bootcamp. Starring 
the voices of Amy Poehler and Maya Hawke.

On  JULYJULY 22nd, The Grinch 22nd, The Grinch (voice of Benedict Cumberbatch, release date 2018) 
plots to ruin the island-wide Christmas in JulyChristmas in July celebrations for his Whoville 
neighbors.
A musical adventure takes place on JULYJULY 29th 29th when Moana 2Moana 2 (voice of Auli’I 
Cravalho, release date 2024) heeds a call from her wayfinding ancestors, 
climbing aboard the Pirates of the Wildwoods before journeying through the 
dangerous waters of Oceania.

AUGUSTAUGUST 5th NO MOVIE  5th NO MOVIE DUE TO NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

On AUGUSTAUGUST 12th, The Garfield Movie  12th, The Garfield Movie (voice of Chris Pratt, release date 2024) 
finds our favorite feline reuniting with his dad on a dairy heist while salivating 
over all the treats at the Downtown Wildwood Farmers Market.
On AUGUSTAUGUST 19th 19th, a young girl (Cailey Fleming) wonders IF IF (release date 
2024) we could make believers out of adults when she meets the imaginary 
friends left behind when kids grow up, reminiscing over cotton candy and car-
ousel rides. Also stars Ryan Reynolds.

IF we here at The Sun could make one summer wish, it would be for more 
heartwarming stories, Wildwood and Hollywood inspired. Within our scenic, 
character-driven world, we’d reconnect with our inner child (and those for-
gotten imaginary pals), restore the Grinch’s heart (a tall tale, indeed), turn 
ourselves Inside Out 2 make friends with the unpopular characters (at least 
by high school standards) like weight-challenged Garfield and the fashion 
disaster Despicable Me gang. We’d go on wild, imaginative adventures with 
Kung Fu Panda and Moana and, of course, invite them all to visit the enchant-
ing town of Wildwood, where they’re sure to enjoy delicious Downtown Dining 
and unique shopping (pre-showtime) alongside fellow storytellers by the sea…

Goes to �ildwood’s Byrne Plaza

35
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DOWNTOWN FREE MOVIE GUIDE 
by Meg Corcoran
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whiLe You were AwaY!
NEW and OLD Business

by Al Alven, the ‘Director of Fun’ at WW365

From a plethora of construction 
projects to noteworthy renovations, 
new businesses and expansions to 
public works upgrades, this offsea-
son had it all.
There was even a little bit of contro-
versy thrown in for good measure!
We have a lot to get to, so let’s 
not waste another moment. Here’s 
what happened “While You Were 
Away” in the Wildwoods…
BUILDING A(N EVEN) BETTER 
BOARDWALK 
This offseason saw the comple-
tion of Phase VI of the Boardwalk 
Renovation Project, which en-
compassed the five-block stretch 
from Spicer Avenue to Mont-
gomery Avenue… The multi-year 
reconstruction project has re-
built the entire “main” section of 
the Wildwood Boardwalk, from 
26th Avenue all the way south to 
the base of the cement-topped 
Wildwoods Convention Center 
zone… Phase VI also saw the 
widening of the Boardwalk by 14 
feet in the area between Youngs 
Avenue and Montgomery Avenue, 
along with placement of two new 
pavilions and more benches. Ad-
ditional public safety measures, 
including better lighting, improved 
video surveillance and beach ball 
bollards on access ramps and 
entranceways have also been 
added… The area south of the 
Wildwoods Convention Center 
down to Cresse Avenue is the last 
to be renovated, with work likely 
beginning after the 2025 summer 
season… Meanwhile, North Wild-
wood is also in line to begin its 
own Boardwalk renovation project 
at the end of September, starting 
at and moving north from 26th 
Avenue.
WATCH THE TRAM… TRUCK, 
PLEASE?
The Wildwoods’ famous Sightseer 

Tram Cars made their annual re-
turn this Spring, but not without a 
bit of controversy. Social media 
was abuzz with the early May de-
but of a new addition to the people-
moving fleet: an all-electric Ford 
Maverick Hybrid pickup truck. The 
sight was jarring to some, though 
officials noted that the truck’s early 
runs were a “test,” and there are 
no immediate plans to replace 
the iconic (albeit aging) signature 
cabs… Patrick Rosenello of the 
Wildwoods Boardwalk Special 
Improvement District also noted 
that the famous “Watch the Tram 
Car, Please” warning would con-
tinue to be played while the details 
of the ongoing lawsuit by tram’s 
voice, Floss Stingel, is sorted out.
“JAWS WILL DROP…”
This summer just so happens to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the 
release of JAWS, the suspenseful 
masterpiece often credited with 
creating the “summer blockbuster” 
movie genre… Morey’s Piers 
dropped some blockbuster news 
of its own late last year, announc-
ing that the Great White wooden 
coaster would be receiving some 
major enhancements for the 2025 
season, including a pair of Millen-
nium Flyer trains, each featuring 
twelve 2-passenger cars, each 
supported by a single axle… The 
new trains are expected to result 
in a “smoother, more exhilarating” 
ride along the coaster’s track, as 
highlighted in a video presentation 
available on Morey’s Piers’ official 
YouTube page and previewed in a 
series of typically-clever billboard 
ads this spring.

Read on!
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gift shop

breakfast 
lunch & 
dinner 
menu

Delicious food!

come see the

Gifts galore 
in this little store

Win prizes!

!

toy train

5210 Pacific Ave. 609-729-1817

5210 Pacific Ave.  609-729-1817
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 sweet years sweet years

    . . . 18 Hole
Miniature Golf Course

arcade

wwaattee   A   AddvveennttuuRReerr    r  r  UUnnddee

Home Made Home Made 
Ice CreamIce Cream
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At the BeachAt the Beach

Phone: (609)-551-4253

Family Style Dinners. Catering. Fresh Food to Go.

5209 Pacific Avenue 
Wildwood, NJ 08260
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“In the Heart of the Wildwoods”“In the Heart of the Wildwoods”
for over 25 Years!for over 25 Years!

 HUGE SELECTION OF BEER,  WINE & LIQUOR HUGE SELECTION OF BEER,  WINE & LIQUOR
PREMIUM ALCOHOLIC SLUSHIES SERVED IN CONVENIENT POUCHES

26TH & ATLANTIC AVE. WILDWOOD    609.729.4300   @tikitomswildwood

Beach & 
Boardwalk 

Accessories!

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK
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at 7:00 A.M.

Open Daily

(609) 305-4327   www.pinkcadillacnj.com

3801 Atlantic Ave.
WILDWOOD, NJ

A  Fabulous 50A  Fabulous 50’’s Diner with a Contemporary Spins Diner with a Contemporary Spin

ServingServing
 BREAKFAST, LUNCH  BREAKFAST, LUNCH 

& DINNER& DINNER

Open Daily
whiLe You were AwaY!

NEW and OLD Business
by Al Alven, the ‘Director of Fun’ at WW365

MOTEL MUSINGS
As covered extensively in local and 
national media outlets, “Doo Wop” 
took a punch to the gut when the 
Chateau Bleu Motel (911 Surf 
Avenue) was demolished in early 
May. The iconic property, consid-
ered one of the finest remaining 
examples of mid-century resort 
architecture in the region, fell to the 
wrecking ball despite its listing on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places and the best efforts of the 
Doo Wop Preservation League. 
The 19-unit motel, opened in 
1962, will be replaced by three 
single homes… Preservationists 
also recently said “goodbye” to 
the Panoramic Motel (2101 Surf 
Ave) and its technicolor, 60’s-era 
signage, though the building is 
being converted into a new entity 
called The Beach House… An-
other total conversion has seen 
the former Tramcar Motel (previ-
ously Aruba Motel) become the 
Suites on Surf… Meanwhile, the 
Windward Motel at 5200 Ocean 
Avenue in Wildwood, seems to be 
rising from the ashes. The motel 
has been closed since it was nearly 
destroyed in a 2022 fire. Plans 
were put into place to demolish 
the structure, but, suddenly, repair 
work - including a brand new roof - 
began this spring. The exact plans 
for the building remain unclear, but 
it DOES appear to have a future… 
Last year, a giant banner seem-
ingly heralding The Wild Resort’s 
completion for 2025 was hung at 
the north end of the building at 3000 
Boardwalk. While the hotel clearly 
will not be opening this summer, we 
witnessed work being done in the 
rear of the structure over the winter 
months, and have been informed 
that plans continue to follow through 
the previously approved plan for a 
luxury resort.

THE BOARDWALK BUSTLE
Starting at the north end of the 
world famous promenade, we 
quickly find La Chic - True Vin-
tage Boutique at 1600 Boardwalk 
(Unit 104). As the name suggests, 
it will sell vintage jeans from the 
1980’s-2000’s, authentic rock 
tees of the past, accessories and 
more… Two new businesses have 
opened on the 2000 block - JJ’s 
Hot Dogs and Spuds, and John’s 
Water Ice, a South Philadelphia 
staple since 1945. The shop will 
be John’s Water Ice’s very first 
in New Jersey, and fifth overall… 
Blossom Teriyaki & Sushi will 
offer something quite different 
than the typical Boardwalk fare, 
at the longtime home of Fisher’s 
Pancake House (2308 Board-
walk)... Steak Bros. has teamed 
up with Quincy’s Lobster Rolls 
to create an expanded menu at 
the latter’s existing location (2701 
Boardwalk, neighboring East Side 
Surf Shop and Capt’n Jack’s 
Island Grill)… Coffee Acai, a 
new specialty shop, is set to take 
over the former Dunkin at Pine 
Avenue. Two Dunkin locations 
remain on the wooden way - at 
24th Avenue in North Wildwood 
and 4014 Boardwalk, across from 
Adventure Pier… One of the more 
intriguing additions this year is 
Timmy’s Ale House, located “be-
hind” Snow White at the corner of 
Ocean & Lincoln Avenues. Details 
remain sparse at press time, but 
sources tell us that the bar will be 
“connected” to Snow White and 
share the same liquor license… 
The Boardwalk Mall has under-
gone a tremendous transformation 
over the past few years, with the 
landmark additions of the second 
Capt’n Jack’s Island Grill (plus bal-
cony) fronting the Boardwalk 

Read on!
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BIKES

BIKES

BIKES

zippysbikes.com   zippysbikes.com   

3900 Pacific Ave. Wildwood, NJ3900 Pacific Ave. Wildwood, NJ

OPENOPEN
YEARYEAR

  ROUNDROUND

FAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATEDFAMILY-OWNED AND OPERATED
Bike Sale • Repairs • RentalsBike Sale • Repairs • Rentals

E-Bikes Sales, Service & Rentals

whiLe You were AwaY!
NEW and OLD Business

by Al Alven, the ‘Director of Fun’ at WW365

and Wildwood’s Honky Tonk 
Saloon taking over the ground 
floor, facing Ocean Avenue. 
The reimagining of the historic 
entity continues with the arrival 
of the Mayhem Zone, a mas-
sive 18-hole black light minia-
ture golf course that has taken 
over most of the second floor 
(the former “mall,” essentially) 
of the building. The “Monsters 
vs. Wildwood” theme is comple-
mented by a new candy store 
and a revamped old time photo 
stand. Kannavis Botanicals, 
Sun n Sand and The Boards 
Cafe are the only other shops 
remaining in the mall, with The 
Chillin Pineapple and Playa 
Bowls at the front… East Side 
Surf Shop, formerly located 
inside the Boardwalk Mall, has 
moved just a few stores down, 
to 3802 Boardwalk. East Side 
also has locations at 2701 and 
3407 Boardwalk… The Tramcar 
Store opened to much fanfare 
last summer at 2110 Boardwalk. 
Its success prompted owners 
George & Nancy Saleeb to 
seek out a second location, 
which they found at the south-
ern end - 5314 Boardwalk (at 
the Ocean Towers Shops)... 
Finally, the very last (or first?) 
unit on the Boardwalk has a new 
tenant, with Pizza Kona giving 
way to an apparel shop, The 
Crest End.
TOUR OF THE ISLAND
Those arriving on the island via 
North Wildwood this season will 
notice that Marvis Pancake 
House has been shuttered. The 
former Star Diner sold to Union 
Roofing earlier this year, though 
the future of the site remains 
unknown. Marvis Diner at 4900 
Pacific Avenue in Wildwood re-

mains in operation… Continuing 
down Spruce Avenue, the North 
Wildwood Veterans Memorial 
Park was officially reopened, 
along with the dedication of the 
New Jersey Gold Star Families 
Memorial Monument in early 
May… Antney’s Grub has re-
turned to North Wildwood with a 
new location at 120 W. Walnut Av-
enue, the previous home to Little 
Nicky’s II, Slick Brick Oven Piz-
za and several other businesses. 
Owner Anthony Renzulli has big 
plans for the spot, which will fea-
ture new menu items (including 
stromboli) and walk-up window 
service until 3 am on weekends 
during the summer months… 
Pete’s Place, a family-owned 
kitchen serving up a full menu 
of “favorite bar eats” has taken 
up shop inside the #1 Tavern at 
100 Atlantic Avenue. Guests can 
now pair up fried pizza with their 
Super Tully Nuts!...   Carlo’s 
Pizza, a popular establishment in 
Marietta, Georgia with deep ties 
to the Wildwoods, is coming to 
1700 Surf Avenue. The owners, 
once the proprietors of Johnny’s 
Pizza (located diagonally at 17th 
& Surf) are set to return, with their 
original recipe! What’s more, they 
will be reviving the Little Giant 
Market, which will operate along-
side the pizzeria… A beloved 
North Wildwood institution is 
expanding, with Hassles on New 
Jersey presently taking shape at 
21st Avenue (the former location 
of SunReys Beach Rentals)… 
After a one-year hiatus, the Salty 
Mermaid Bar & Grille has re-
turned! The owners announced 
that they would be reopening, at 
the same 
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soup-sandwich blt, chicken, egg salad, tuna or grilled cheesepickle - chips - coleslaw

CORNER OF ANDREW & PACIFIC AVES.  WILDWOOD 522-5006CORNER OF ANDREW & PACIFIC AVES.  WILDWOOD 522-5006

9999$$99..lunch sPecial

choose one of 

5 sammies!

Where the Locals Love to Eat!Where the Locals Love to Eat!

Open Year Round 7 Days 8am - 2pm 

Mon-Fri FroM 11:30am

Key West CafeKey West Cafe
Last order taken at 1:30

Breakfast & LunchBreakfast & Lunch Take-OutTake-OutEat-inEat-in

THRIFT & GIFT SHOP
Old, New Unique Gifts & Home Decor. . . a treasure for everyone!

 TREASURESJUNKE &
“Where the old meets the new”

Open Thursday thru Monday   •   609-214-2253

4501 Pacific Ave. in downtown Wildwood
NEW VENDOR STEVE’S BIKES

FIND US AT THE FARMERS MARKET
Every Saturday morning & at Capt Scrap’s Woodbine

Uncle Bill’s
Pancake House

OPEN  
EVERY DAY
7AM ~ 2PM 

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH

PLENTY OF 
FREE PARKING

Watch the 

Tram Car 

Please!

WILDWOOD

Make Uncle Bill’s your First Stop!Make Uncle Bill’s your First Stop!

Burk & Pacific Aves.  •  Wildwood by-the-Sea  •  609.729.7557

 Celebrating 

78 years 
on the 

island 

Best Happy Hour on the island! Best Happy Hour on the island! 
Inside & Outside Dining  ~ Dog-friendly

4600 PACIFIC AVE • WILDWOOD, NJ • 609-522-0002 • @DUFFINETTIS
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$10. 
OFF

Any Purchase

 @moonspiritjewelry | MOONSPIRITJEWELRY.COM

3113 pacific ave., wildwood, nj 

SATURDAY DOWNTOWN WILDWOOD FARMERS’ MARKET

JEWELRY WITH INTENTION AS SEEN IN VANITY FAIR

downtown wildwood’s newest jewelry showroom *Must bring this ad.
Offer good ‘til 

5/1/26

Permanent Jewelry Studio: 
with over 100 chains 

Charm Bar: with over 400 charms to 
choose from including the Wildwood “W”

Jewelry that lasts: 
Non-tarnish & waterproof

Jewelry • Clothes • Gifts

A Wildwood Favorite 
Since 1985

40 YEARS!

Fine Dining!
INSIDE & OUTSIDE

FEATURING VEAL, STEAK, CHOPS, 
CHICKEN, SEAFOOD & PASTA DISHES

Oak & New Jersey Aves. WILDWOOD, NJ  609-729-5755

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT

Live Entertainment

Celeb ating
CHECK OUR SOCIAL MEDIA CHECK OUR SOCIAL MEDIA 

FOR SPECIAL EVENTSFOR SPECIAL EVENTS

RoseRose

While promoting awareness of the “Golden Age of Bands” (1880 - 1930), 
when American instrumental bands were emerging in local towns, this perfor-
mance will pay tribute to the community bands who would welcome visitors 

as they would arrive at the beach. Fast forwarding to today, The Wildwoods of 
New Jersey have continued to be a special destination for many and this perfor-

mance is designed to support community band appreciation while providing 
high quality music making opportunities for performers and meaningful com-

munication through music for the audience by the sea.

www.artmusicemporium.com/band-by-the-sea

7:00 pm on Saturday, July 26, 2025

Community Band by the Sea
Come Out To Support the 5th Annual Performance

(with a rain date of Sunday, July 27, 2025 at 12:00 pm)

Byrne Plaza, 3400 Pacific Avenue, Wildwood, NJ 08260

Follow us on 
Facebook

5104 PACIFIC AVENUE, WILDWOOD • 609-522-0121 • FAX 522-7313

    WWW.BOWMANSAIR.COM      800-638-4393

NJ License 
# 13VH01834100

Dedicated to High Quality Service Since 1948

Serving Cape May County for 3 

Serving Cape May County for 3 GENERATIONS
GENERATIONS!!

Specializing in Gas Forced Air Heat 

Specializing in Gas Forced Air Heat 

& Central Air Conditioning

& Central Air Conditioning
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  lapiazzacucina..net

OPEN OPEN YEAR ROUNDYEAR ROUND

Reservations Fri & Sat

3813 Pacific ave. WildWood, NJ 609-522-8300 
Free Parking on Corner of Garfield & Pacific Aves.

FOLLOW US

Early Birds
EVERY DAY

4 Course
$19.95

‘til 5:30pm

Live 
Entertainment
 Fri. & Sat.

Celebrating 
25 years 

in Wildwood 
50 years 

in Business

2810 Pacific Ave., Suite C2
 Wildwood, NJ  

609-600-3598

Come �ee Connie at her 

     �air Bizz     �air Bizz

Thank you for 
your Support!

Appointments Suggested

Specializing in Color, 
Balayage, Keratin Treatments, 

Blowouts and more. . . 

whiLe You were AwaY!
NEW and OLD Business

by Al Alven, the ‘Director of Fun’ at WW365

OPENOPEN
5PM-5AM5PM-5AM

DELIVERY DELIVERY 
TIL 5AM!TIL 5AM!

3707 PACIFIC AVE., 
WILDWOOD • 523-1515

• PIZZA • SUBS • PIZZA • SUBS 
• SANDWICHES • STROMBOLI• SANDWICHES • STROMBOLI

& MUCH MORE!& MUCH MORE!location (2507 Delaware Av-
enue) and with the same menu, 
in time for the summer 2025 sea-
son… Across the street, Ricca-
rdi Brothers has opened a new 
location at the North Wildwood 
Shopping Center. With over 
80 years in the premium paint 
products industry, this promises 
to be a welcome addition to area 
professionals and DIYers alike… 
Down the Shore Steamers has 
set up shop at 2501 New Jersey 
Avenue, the longtime former 
home of Shoobie’s Good Eats 
(and, most recently, The Shore 
Eat). Owner Holly Stapeton and 
her staff will offer ready-to-cook, 
family-style seafood steam pots 
and more… Goodnight Irene’s 
wished its loyal patrons a final 
“goodnight” this winter, after 17 
years of operation. The building, 
also previously known as home 
to the Poplar Cafe, is presently 
in the final stages of a dramatic 
renovation, and will soon reopen 
as The Rook Wildwood. The 
new owners aim to bring the 
trendy cafe-vibe of their suc-
cessful establishment in Mana-
yunk to the northern end of the 
Pacific Avenue corridor… After 
a brief previous around Christ-
mastime, Johnnie’s By The 
Sea has opened at 3001 Pacific 
Avenue. This longtime South 
Philadelphia favorite brings its 
celebrated brand of fine Italian 
cuisine, seafood and more to 
the ever-growing Downtown 
Wildwood scene… Jae Romm, 
the intrepid owner of Northeast 
Philly-based Rommadill Pick-
ling Company, has opened his 
first physical location at 3109 
Pacific Avenue. The store offers 
a wide variety of pickles and 
pickle-related products, from 
specialty pickle sandwiches to 
stuffed pickles, pickle chips and 

more… A new Italian restau-
rant, Sabbio D’oro, is set to 
open at the previous location of 
The Cove Wildwood (and The 
Deck at Holly Beach, prior to 
that), overlooking Byrne Plaza 
in Downtown Wildwood. This 
upscale offering comes from 
the owners of the renowned 
Sapore in Cape May… The 
long-beleaguered Hurricane 
Club, one of the last connec-
tions to the island’s heyday as 
entertainment mecca, is no 
more. The building, however, 
is being converted into some-
thing completely different - La 
Cantina, a Tex-Mex restaurant. 
The project is the latest by Phil-
adelphia-based restaurateur 
Florian Furxhiu, who opened 
Santorini on Rio Grande Av-
enue back in 2021… Around 
the corner, at 219 E. Lincoln 
Avenue, Sandy Boots Saloon 
is nearing completion. Inspired 
by the country music craze that 
has hit the Wildwoods in recent 
years, this modern-rustic entry 
rises on the former footprint 
of the legendary Harbor Inn. 
It will feature indoor and out-
door bars, and an expansive 
beer garden… The success of 
Taqueria El Azteca on Pacific 
Avenue has led to the opening 
of a second location, at 4020 
Ocean Avenue. It’s fitting that 
this home of authentic Mexi-
can cuisine would move into 
the former digs of The Wild 
Burrito, which ceased op-
erations after 13 years in the 
Wildwoods… Chef U, a new 
concept restaurant at 5209 
Pacific Avenue, has moved 
into the former home of Tara 
Kitchen and One Fish, Two 



SHOP • DINE • PLAY & STAYWW
DOO

102 E. BENNETT AVE. WILDWOOD, NJ | 609-522-7894  |  @THERAVIOLIHOUSE

R E S T A U R A N T R E S T A U R A N T 
BAKERY & TAKE OUT

New OutdOOr PatiO Bar |  Family-FrieNdly diNiNgNew OutdOOr PatiO Bar |  Family-FrieNdly diNiNg
 live eNtertaiNmeNt every Fri aNd Sat  live eNtertaiNmeNt every Fri aNd Sat 

our 55th year

P R I V A T E   E V E N T S

Come hungry, 
leave satisfied!

Homemade Authentic Homemade Authentic 
Italian Dishes & PastriesItalian Dishes & Pastries
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whiLe You were AwaY!
NEW and OLD Business

by Al Alven, the ‘Director of Fun’ at WW365

EDITOR NOTE:
I hope you are loving this issue as much as 

I loved creating it for you!

Take your time. . .  don’t read too fast...

soak in the Sunshine and make it last!

daily food & drink specials
inside & outside dining & drinking

A Local Pub A Local Pub 

that prides that prides 

itself on Great itself on Great 

Service, Food Service, Food 

& Drinks!& Drinks!

Check ourCheck our
FacebookFacebook

for for 
EntertainmentEntertainment

ScheduleSchedule

open 
every day 
from noon

Where old 
meets new!

3301 Atlantic Ave. Wildwood, NJ   609.846.1110

Fish. This family-oriented opera-
tion offers sitdown and takeout 
meals, in addition to cooking 
classes, catering, and event 
space for parties, reunions and 
more… It’s “Back to the Future” 
at the corner of New Jersey & 
Cresse Avenues. After over two 
decades of ownership by the 
John Family, the Surfside West 
Diner has been acquired by the 
team behind Sun’Z Up Cafe, 
who have restored the original 
CrestWood Diner name. In im-
plementing only minor changes, 
they aim to remain a breakfast 
staple at the Wildwood/Wild-
wood Crest border… We now 
cross over into the Crest, where 
several motels/hotels have up-
dated their on-site restaurant 
spaces… The Reef is a brand 
new addition to the Adventurer 
Oceanfront Inn, serving break-
fast and lunch in a modern, 
family-oriented setting by Chef 
Nico Bilios… Similarly debuting 
in a completely renovated space 
is Effie’s Buttercup Cafe, fea-
turing all of the favorites from 
Bagel Time Cafe’s menu, at 
the Aqua Beach Hotel… Cavu 
BYOB has moved into the for-
mer Alosi’s Bistro at the Pan 
American Hotel, bringing its 
“elevated American fare with a 
relaxed coastal twist”… One of 
the fastest-growing businesses 
in Cape May County has come 
to the Wildwoods, with Avalon 
Coffee Company taking over 
the Jolly Roger Motel’s former 
Neverland Cafe (home to Ant-
ney’s Grub the past two sum-
mers)... Crest Coffee Company 
at 6101 New Jersey Avenue was 
conceived with the needs of the 
surrounding neighborhood and 
community spirit in mind. Owner 
Maddie Hunt noted that the cafe 
will brew with “ethically-sourced 
beans” and will feature a variety 

of house-made pastries and other 
specialty items.
That’s a Wrap… For Now!
That covers all of the noteworthy 
changes in the Wildwoods head-
ing into the new summer season, 
though it’s likely we missed a 
detail or three. In recent years, 
we’ve also seen businesses arriv-
ing mid-season and even closer 
to Labor Day, so there’s always 
something to look out for. 
We’ll be sure to update in our 
“While You Were Away: Epi-
logue,” along with a never-too-
early preview of what’s to come 
in 2026, in The Sun’s Holiday 
Issue this November/December. 
Have a wonderful summer, ev-
eryone ~ We’ll SEA YA soon!

Al Alven
Director of Fun, Wildwood 365

at the 2nd St. Sun news box, #tbt 2014
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DOODowntown Wildwood

Hot • Cold • Coffee • Tea 
Specialty Drinks & much Moo-er!   

Cereal Infused Ice Cream Bar • Tradition-
al Favorites • Waffles • Milkshakes 

& so much Moo-er!

3411 PACIFIC AVE, WILDWOOD NJ 08260 • 609-522-0590

SAVE
MOO-er

1010
%

OFF
expires 10/31/25

3419 Pacific Ave., WILDWOOD, NJ •  609-374-4483

Th� Yello� Umbrell� Gift Shopp�

• Custom Gift Baskets
• Pantry Items 
• Gourmet Balsamic   
   Vinegar & Olive Oil 
• Home Decor
• American-made 
• Candles & Soaps 
• Pottery • Ornaments

& SO MUCH MORE!

Be Blessed
BEACH BOUTIQUE WITH UNIQUE GIFTS!

“You won’t 
believe it’s a 
used books 

store!”

3405 Pacific ave. @ Oak in DOwntOwn wilDwOOD (609) 729-1132

CATEGORIZED 
& 

ALPHABETIZED
USED-BOOKS 

LOWER PRICES
GREAT SELECTION






 www.hookedonbooks.info 

35 Literary Years!

• Voted Best Book Store at the Shore •

we Have BOOks we Have BOOks 
You Can’t Find You Can’t Find 
any wHere else!any wHere else!
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Create unforgettable family memories at our premier  
vacation rentals. 

SEAPOINTE VILLAGE - Enjoy short-term rentals with amenities like  
private beach access, four pools, tennis courts, lush gardens, and more.

DIAMOND BEACH COLLECTION - Experience unique properties  
with their own special amenities, perfect for family adventures near  

Cape May and The Wildwoods. 

Interested in owning a piece of paradise? Explore our sales  
opportunities and make Seapointe Village your home away from home.

BOOK NOW! Visit SeapointeRealty.com or call 609-729-7100.

Judy L. Huber, Broker • 9900 Seapointe Boulevard, Wildwood Crest, NJ 08260        
OWNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES & VACATION RENTALS   
609-729-7100 •  SEAPOINTEREALTY.COM 

Welcome to 
QUALITY TIME!

Wishin’ for Good fishin’ 
with CAPT. GARY SLOAN

Tales from the Inlet

“Half the fun of fishing is knowing you ought to be working.” ~Thomas Benjamin “Tom” Sims, 1923  ~Happy Fishing!

“ Be patient and calm. No one can catch fish in anger.“
– Herbert Hoover

Gary and brother Richie Sloan with a 
flounder bigger than them, c. 1952

The Hereford Inlet has a way of 
drifting through my life like a 
steady tide. I often walk down JFK 
Boulevard, letting the sea air fill 
my lungs and the ocean view settle 
my mind. It’s a ritual as familiar as 
casting a line. But what many don’t 
realize is the inlet’s deep roots—
how it was shaped by the courage 
of early fishermen.

Back in the early 1830s, Swedish 
settlers found their way here, navi-
gating the wild Atlantic in wooden 
boats powered only by sails and 
oars. No motors. No modern gear. 
Just grit, instinct, and the endless 
pull of the sea. I admire their re-
silience—they found a way to sur-
vive, and even thrive, in a raw, un-
tamed landscape.

The Hereford Inlet Lighthouse was 
built in 1874, casting its guiding 
beam to help ships safely navi-
gate the tricky waters. Those early 
Scandinavian families made their 
homes here, laying the foundation 
for what would become the Wild-
woods.

Like many others, my family re-
located to North Wildwood. In the 
1950s, I was a kid falling in love 
with the ocean—and the fishing. 

The ’60s and ’70s were golden 
years for beach fishing. Back then, 
the surf was lined with tidal gul-
lies, little rivers of saltwater that 
trapped fish at low tide. We’d chase 
after bluefish, stripers, and mack-
erel, sometimes catching them by 
hand. We laughed, got soaked, and 
came home with more stories than 
fish.

The inlet has changed a lot. Sand 
shifts constantly, reshaping the 
flow of water like a sculptor with 
no final plan. Strong winds and cur-
rents have carved out a kind of fun-
nel—a whirlpool effect that makes 
the beach unpredictable. Lately, 
the gusts have been so fierce, I half 
expect to see Dorothy fly by with 
Toto in tow.

This spring had been tough. The 
cold ocean water and steady wind 
made for rough days and slow fish-
ing. But even then, there’s hope. 
We’ve seen good-sized dogfish, 
and tog have been a tasty reward 
for the persistent. Flounder are 
moving into the shallows, and ear-
ly signs say the bite is picking up.

As summer settles in, the reefs will 
draw seabass, and drumfish will 
hold in the Delaware Bay through 
June. Bluefish and weakfish aren’t 
far behind.

So we wait, like we always do. 
Rods ready. Eyes on the tide. 
Hearts full of hope.

Editorial contributions to this piece 
were written by Dorothy Kulisek, 
editor and publisher of The Wild-
wood Sun by the Sea Magazine
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Summer Harvest
Dinner Series

Celebrate the vibrant flavors of 
summer at Beach Plum Farm with 
our Farm Harvest Dinners, where 
each meal is a delicious tribute to 
the season’s freshest bounty.

LEARN MORE

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays 

June 5 - August 30, 2025

BeachPlumFarmCapeMay.com   |   140 Stevens Street, Cape May, NJ 08204

It was the 1950s….

Our father was an avid fisherman. 
On weekends in the spring, summer, 
and fall, he usually headed to the 
shore for a day of surf fishing. His 
favorite fishing spots were Beach 
Haven, North Wildwood, and Cape 
May. Sometimes he brought along a 
few of my sisters and our girlfriends. 
While he enjoyed a relaxing day by 
the water after a long work week, 
my mother got a break from some 
of us kids, and we had a fun day on 
the beach with our friends. It was 
a win-win for everyone—except for 
one unforgettable day.

Dad woke us up early to drive to the 
shore. He packed his gear, loaded 
the car, and made sure we had our 
beach towels. I’m sure we packed a 
lunch, too. Four or five young girls 
piled into the back seat while Dad 
secured his long surf rods, placing 
them diagonally from the rear win-
dow to the front passenger window. 
And off we went!

To help pass the time during the 
drive, Dad played games with us. “I 
see something blue,” or “I see some-
thing that starts with the letter L.” It 
made the trip feel shorter, and we 
were all excited to reach the beach.

Finally, we arrived. Dad turned off 
the car, and we all flung open the 
doors, ready to run to the sand.

CRACK.  

In our excitement, none of us 
thought about the rods—and be-
fore we knew it, we’d broken them. 
Dad was understandably upset. 
He asked us to get back in the car 
while he tried to wrap his head 
around what had just happened. 
As he held up the damaged rods to 
explain how important they were, 
he accidentally bumped one of our 
friends on the head.

The ride home was unusually quiet. 
Dad didn’t say much, and we didn’t 
dare either—though we couldn’t 
help but exchange a few giggles 
at the small lump forming on our 
friend’s forehead.

In the end, Dad didn’t get to fish 
that day, and Mom had to call and 
apologize to our friend’s mother. 
Thankfully, she was kind and un-
derstanding—having seven kids of 
her own, she knew how these things 
happened. And as for us? Dad 
eventually bought a boat!

by Pat Sullivan Probst

The Fishing Trip that Got Away!
A 1950’s Beach Adventure

The Sullivan sisters and a friendRalph and Bea Sullivan

“Half the fun of fishing is knowing you ought to be working.” ~Thomas Benjamin “Tom” Sims, 1923  ~Happy Fishing! “I never lost a little fish — yes, I am free to say. It always was the biggest fish I caught that got away.” ~Eugene Field, “Our Biggest Fish”



the SUN by-the-Sea78

1032 Rt.9 South
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

(609)465-7710

1605 Bayshore Rd.
Lower Township, NJ

(609) 886-5888

www.jbyrneagency.com

917 Madison Ave.
Cape May, NJ 08204

(609)884-3333

5200 New Jersey Ave.
Wildwood, NJ 08260

(609)522-3406

A History of  Experience, A Future of  Excellence.  We Look Forward to Ser ving You!

Still Local,
Still Independent

SINCE 1946

James August Byrne passed away 
on December 27, 2024, surrounded 
by his loving family. Born in Pater-
son, NJ on September 18, 1933, his 
family would eventually move to 
Bridgeton, NJ before finding their 
home in Wildwood, NJ in 1946. Jim 
graduated from Wildwood High 
School in 1951 and Rutgers College 
in 1955 before entering the Air 
Force that same year as a Second 
Lieutenant.

In 1956, Jim married Shirley, and 
they had four children, James (Re-
becca), Thomas (Angel), Timothy, 
and Pamela; 10 grandchildren, Tim-
othy, Kelsey, Jessica, Alison, Casey, 
Tucker, Trevor, Tyler, Logan, and Ju-
lia; and nine great-grandchildren. 
Jim treasured his family and Shir-
ley, his wife of 68 years.
During his military career, Jim flew 
B-47 Jet Bombers in Wichita, Kansas 
and eventually became part of the 

Strategic Air Command stationed 
at MacDill Air Force base in Tampa 
Florida. In November of 1953, he 
received an honorable discharge as 
a Captain.
He retired from the Air Force and 
went to work with his father in the 
insurance agency, helping to form 
and incorporate the J. Byrne Agen-
cy in 1946. The agency has grown 
to five offices in Cape May Coun-
ty, and 65 employees and is now 

proudly in its fourth generation. 
Always active, Jim enjoyed snow ski-
ing and fishing. He and Shirley en-
joyed the game of golf and traveling 
with friends to places including Ire-
land, Scotland, Italy and Germany.
Jim made a lasting contribution 
to the town of Wildwood in part 
through the Byrne Foundation, but 
mostly as a family man and a friend 
to all, epitomizing a life well lived 
by the sea…

While Shirley was attending the annual Dr. 
Mace baby reunion, Jim held onto her bag 
while mingling with the other fellows

2018~ Jim is honored at the dedica-
tion of the downtown Byrne Plaza

Jim & Shirley with their daughter Pam, helping 
out at her store Diamond Beach Bums. 

Jim with 3 of his 4 children, L-R, Tim, Pam 
and Tom. (Taken for The Sun in 2004)

Honoring Jim Byrne, A Life Well Lived: by Land, Sea and Sky

“What if today, we were grateful for everything? “ ~ Charlie Brown 
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Text/Call: 703-597-5128Text/Call: 703-597-5128
www.potteryart.bizwww.potteryart.biz
email:potteryartdesign@gmail.comemail:potteryartdesign@gmail.com

Custom orders Custom orders 
welcomed!welcomed!

Gifts for you & those you love!Gifts for you & those you love!

• Designed & Created in Wildwood Crest• Designed & Created in Wildwood Crest
• Studio Visits by Appointment• Studio Visits by Appointment
• Shipping Available• Shipping Available

10100 Pacific Ave. • Wildwood Crest, NJ 
In the far southend at Diamond Beach  (609) 522-9552

Clothing for the entire family!
Sandals, sunglasses, gifts, housewares, art, jewelry, 

toys, beach chairs, boogie boards... you name it!

DIAMOND BEACH BUMS

Come and Visit your
“Everything You Need at the Shore Store!”

Diamond Beach BuMs

hair
6401

CUTS. BLOWOUTS. COLORS. KERATINS. BALAYAGES. NAILSCUTS. BLOWOUTS. COLORS. KERATINS. BALAYAGES. NAILS

6401 New Jersey Avenue • Wildwood Crest, NJ
www.hairwildwoodcrest.com

specializing in 

609.522.609.522.HAIRHAIR (4247) (4247)

Sure to Exceed 
Your Expectations.

BeautyfulBeautyful
Years!Years!

Celebrating

at13 Now offering
Lash Lift
and Tint

“Peace is accepting today, releasing yesterday, and giving up the need to control tomorrow ...” ~ Lori Deschen
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Compass RE is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed 
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Photos may be virtually staged or digitally enhanced 
and may not reflect actual property conditions. 264 21st Street, Avalon, NJ 08202.

Nick and Kari Giuffre are local real estate experts 

specializing in high-end properties, with deep experience 

in new construction and strong ties to local builders, 

architects, and designers. Their goal is to guide clients in 

purchasing vacation homes that are smart investments 

and lasting legacies, handling every detail along the way.

213 E 16TH AVENUE  I  NORTH WILDWOOD
FOR SALE $2,195,000 I 5 BEDS | 3.1 BATHS | 2,591 SQFT

Nestled in the heart of North Wildwood, this brand-new 

single-family home beautifully blends Nantucket-inspired 

design with a nod to the rich history of the Jersey Shore. 

Features include gunite pool, elevator, two living areas, and 

a custom bunk room. Completion is set for July 2025.

1712 CENTRAL AVENUE  I NORTH WILDWOOD 
FOR SALE $3,300,000 I 7 BEDS | 5.2 BATHS | 3,904 SQFT

This exceptional oversized L-shaped corner lot—comprised of 

50x100’ and 30x100’ parcels—showcases timeless architectural 

design and redefines single-family living in North Wildwood. 

The property includes a luxurious 26’ x 15’ gunite pool and spa, 

a two-car garage, and an expansive open-concept living and 

dining area. Estimated completion is March 2026.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM BY SCANNING 
THE QR CODE FOR SNEAK PEEKS AT OUR 
NEWEST LISTINGS AND DEVELOPMENTS

NICK GIUFFRE

Realtor®

M 609.224.3837
O 609.967.9600
nick.giuffre@compass.com

KARI GIUFFRE

Real Estate Salesperson
M 484.356.6130
O 609.967.9600
kari.giuffre@compass.com

If I can’t wear my flip flops, I’m not going!

“Want to soak up life for a while in laid back mode. . . No boss, no clocks, no stress, no dress code. . . “ ~Kenny Chesney
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This Old House, until recently located 
at 229 E. 1st Avenue, like all homes in 
Wildwood by the sea, had its own story 
to tell. Bill Shea Jr. happily shared his 
family’s memories of their time spent 
there, when he and his parents, William 
and Cecilia, along with older sisters, Pa-
tricia and Bonnie, moved seaside from 
Philadelphia following WWII. Their 
paternal grandfather, William Sr., was 
already living on W. Montgomery near 
the Ship & Shore and operated a char-
ter boat that he docked on Otten’s Har-
bor behind his house. After moving to 
North Wildwood, William Shea opened 
Shea’s 17th Street Market. The family 
first lived at 212 E. 14th before purchas-
ing 227 and 229 E. 1st Ave. in 1962. Bill 
remembers walking to Margaret Mace 
school up Atlantic Ave. from 7th to 9th 
grade with Kathryn Mayberry who 
lived around the corner at 325 E. 2nd. 
who would later become his 2nd wife.
Then came the great Storm of ’62, dur-
ing which their house was picked up 
and turned sideways, (thankfully follow-
ing the family’s evacuation.) The house 
was eventually restored, with the Shea’s 
temporarily living in the house at 229 
during the renovations. Bill’s parents 
rented out that house before selling it 
to Walter and Cindy Florimont in 1972. 
Some may recall the elderly couple who 
ran a gift shop out of the front porch.

Walter, a lifelong lover of the sea, 
passed into his heavenly voyage on Oc-
tober 30, 2022. Born on August 1, 1929, 
in Brooklyn, NY, Walter was a true ex-
plorer who fondly described the ocean 
as his first playmate. He often accompa-
nied his father to Coney Island where he 
maintained amusement games, inspir-

The Shea’s home and ‘62 Buick

Once Upon a Tide. . . along the Seawall

View of home from the Seawall, c. 2024

ing Walter’s love of engineering and his 
ability from the age of 16 to repair and 
improve arcade games. Life eventually 
led him to Wildwood, where he made 
his mark on the infamous Boardwalk as 
the owner and operator of his very own 
attractions.
When not bringing fun and happiness 
to the Wildwood masses, Walter loved 
sailing around the world with Cindy, 
the love of his life and wife of 50 years. 
During their later years, however, Wal-
ter and Cindy treasured their time in 
Wildwood, walking the beaches and 
playing the roles of beachcombers.
Following Walter’s passing, Cindy sold 
the house and the empty lot next to it, 
with both properties each selling for ap-
proximately $2 million.

The house was demolished in March of 
this year with construction of 2 large 
beach homes immediately following. . .  
a tribute to Wildwood-loving souls who 
continue to live their stories blissfully by 
the sea.

Walter Florimont 1929 - 2022

by Meg Corcoran

27 HOLES AND 

THREE UNIQUE 

COURSES
27 HOLES AND 

THREE UNIQUE 

COURSES

18 HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HOLES

DOG FRIENDLY
18 HANDICAPPED  ACCESSIBLE HOLES

KOHR’S BROTHERS ICE CREAM
FIRE PIT FOR LOUNGING  AND SMORE’S ROASTING

AT THE CORNER OF  
RIO GRANDE & OCEAN AVES  

WILDWOOD, NJ 
609-846-1048 

STARLUXMINIGOLF.COM

  Where the  Where the  
    Wild Things Par    Wild Things Par

BOOK A GOLF PARTY  
PACKAGE!

INCLUDES 18 HOLES OF  

MINI GOLF AND PIZZA. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR TO  

BOOK YOUR PARTY, VISIT 

 MOREYSPIERS.COM/BIRTHDAYS

“The desire to knock a ball about, to play silly games with a stick, comes upon a man most keenly when he is happy.” A.A. Milne
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SmiLeSWildwood
“It’s a happy talent to know how to play.” ~Ralph Waldo Emerson

Heart of Surfing

Siblings Dorothy & Michael 

Linda. Ben, Diana & Brianna

Volunteer George Logan 
with Connor and Valerie 

Kim (mom) Chance & Felicity Stephen had such a blast!
sorry to not catch his name, but 

he  said he was just taking a break 
from having so much fun :-)

Matt & Jenn McGuigan and their girls

Volunteers Brendan, Eddie, & Boz Volunteers Brendan, Eddie, & Boz 
with Brianna Kellywith Brianna Kelly

P HOTOS FROM T HE SUMMER OF 2024

Today is a perfect day for a perfect day!

Save the Date! Saturday, August 2, 2025

Held at 2nd St. beach, North Wildwood
Every first Saturday of August
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“When I feel the wind, smell the salt air and hear the cry of the gull. . .  I am home.” ~Walt Whitman, Song of Myself

Shop with us anytime atShop with us anytime at

open year-round

THANK YOU 
SO MUCH!

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS!

The Mendel FamilyThe Mendel Family

open year-round

26TH & NEW JERSEY AVE  •  WILDWOODS, NJ 
sandjamm.com
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First Female Lieutenant on North Wildwood Beach PatrolFirst Female Lieutenant on North Wildwood Beach Patrol

In May 2024, the city of North 
Wildwood proudly swore in its first first 
female Police Chief, Katherine female Police Chief, Katherine 
MaddenMadden. This historic milestone 
represents a meaningful step for-
ward in the city’s commitment to 
diversity and inclusion.
Chief Madden succeeds Chief Jon 
Stevenson, whose legacy of service 
and sacrifice continues to inspire 
with his unwavering dedication to 
North Wildwood.
As Chief Madden approaches the 
close of her first year in office, we 
extend our heartfelt congratula-
tions on her recent induction into 
the FBI New Jersey Chapter. A 
proud graduate of the FBI Nation-
al Academy’s Session 289, Chief 
Madden exemplifies excellence 
and leadership in every aspect of 
her role.

In June 2024, during a morning roll 
call, Julie BlackmonJulie Blackmon was proudly 
promoted to Lieutenant of the 
North Wildwood Beach Patrol. 
This historic achievement makes 
her the first female Lieutenant in first female Lieutenant in 
the history of the NWBP.the history of the NWBP.
Julie views this milestone as not 
just a personal accomplishment but 
a significant step for all past, pres-
ent, and future female lifeguards 
who can now see women in leader-
ship roles. She is passionate about 
breaking barriers and reaching 
new heights in her career.
Now in her 12th summer with the 
NWBP, Lieutenant Blackmon has 
been the dedicated Head Instruc-
tor of the popular NWBP Junior 
Lifeguard Program and will con-
tinue to lead and inspire the next 
generation of lifeguards through 
this initiative.

Chief Madden is a lifelong resident of 
North Wildwood, attending Marga-
ret Mace Elementary and Wildwood 
Catholic High School (class of 2004)

NWBP LT. Julie Blackmon

NWPD Chief Katherine Madden

First Female Chief on North Wildwood Police Dept.First Female Chief on North Wildwood Police Dept.

Women Making 
Wildwood History

“A nod of recognition today to all the jobs that magically do themselves and to the women who do them.” ~Robert Brault

Wildwood FirstsWildwood Firsts
by Dorothy McMonagle Kulisek

Taylor HammekeTaylor Hammeke brought The Sun 
along for an unforgettable journey 
beneath the waves as she explored 
the Great Barrier Reef in Australia,Great Barrier Reef in Australia, 
living aboard a dive boat for the ul-
timate diving experience. The seven 
day live aboard traveled over 100 
miles offshore to numerous stunning 
dive sites in the Coral Sea and along 
the Continental Shelf. The coral was 
stunning- the most vibrant orange, 
yellow, blue, purple and pink coral, 
of incredibly diverse textures, shapes 
and sizes. 

Taylor’s favorite dive site was the 
“West Wall”, a steep drop-off cov-
ered in bright, large yellow, orange 
and purple fan coral, swaying 
peacefully with the current and 
teaming with tropical fish. The ma-
rine life was wildly diverse- high-
lights were schools of barracuda, 
sharks, unicorn fish, cuddle fish, wob-
begong shark, flashlight fish (glow 
in the dark), and plentiful fish of 
the most vibrant colors imaginable. 
There was no shortage of Clown Fish, 
reflecting the accuracy of the iconic 
Finding Nemo movie. The night dives 
the group went on provided the op-
portunity to see the vast difference 
between the marine life in the dark- 
teaming with predators, eels, spotted 

rays, and flashlight fish- which have 
a glow in the dark light organ below 
their eyes. The visibility underwater 
was 100 feet, and it truly felt like 
exploring an underwater fantasy!

During Taylor’s travels, she also vis-
ited iconic landmarks like the Sydney 
Opera House, where she attended 
the show “Julia” about the first 
female Prime Minister in Australia. 
She also visited Bondi Beach, home 
to the world’s first life-saving club, 
founded in 1907. 

Taylor is a proud third-generation 
member of the Hammeke family to 
serve as a lifeguard on the Wild-Wild-
wood Crest Beach Patrol wood Crest Beach Patrol (summers 
of 2012 and 2013).

We can’t thank Taylor enough for 
sharing her incredible adventure 
from the other side of the world—and 
for being the first person to ever take 
The Sun beneath the sea!

The Great Barrier Reef is the world’s 
largest coral reef system located off 
the coast of Queensland, Australia, 
in the Coral Sea. The reef, which is 
the world’s largest living structure 
is large enough to be visible from 
space, is made up of nearly 3,000 
individual reefs. 

Taylor Hammeke’s 
Underwater Adventure!

The first trip for the Sun under-the-SeaThe first trip for the Sun under-the-Sea

�����’���������’���������
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“This morning’s forecast:  100% chance of coffee.”  ~Keith Wynn

Wake me up! before you go go. . .  To the beach!
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The vast majority of lighthouse 
Keepers in The U.S. from 1776 to 
the modern age when fully auto-
mated lights no longer required a 
keeper, were male. It may surprise 
some to know that during that same 
time there were 175 female head 
keepers in addition to approx. 
250 female assistant keepers. The 
majority of those women were the 
wives and daughters of keepers 
who had died or became physically 
disabled while on duty.
Hereford Inlet Lighthouse had a 
total of 9 government appointed 
male keepers from the time of its 
construction in 1874 until the last 
keeper in residence left in late 
1961.  During an 11 month period 
during the “Roaring Twenty’s’’ 
however, there was a female 
keeper, one Laura Hedges.
British born, Laura, was the second 
wife of Hereford’s 4th Keeper, Wil-
liam H. Hedges. In April of 1925, 
the  57 year old Keeper suffered a 
massive stroke that left him para-
lyzed, bedridden and of course 
unable to perform his work. Laura 

had no choice but to take over all 
of his many, very important, round 
the clock duties as keeper. In addi-
tion to this, she now had to be his 
round the clock nurse. She did not 
immediately contact the Superin-
tendent of lighthouses about her 
husbands condition and I believe 
there were understandably good 
reasons for this. First, she realized 
that there may a good chance 
William would be relieved of his 
duties and position as Keeper. If 
that happened, the couple could 
be left without a source of income 
and without a home. Second, if 
she were to stall on relaying the 
information about his condition, 
maybe with some time and care, 
her husband might recover enough 
to resume his duties. 
Through that spring , summer and 
fall however, his condition progres-
sively deteriorated and it became 
obvious she would have to report 
the situation to the Superinten-
dent. She finally did so on the day 
after Christmas. 

by Steve Murray

Laura Hedges and her dog, c. 1920s 
in front of Hereford Lighthouse

Keeper William Hunting Hedges
April 1, 1919 - May 1925

Hereford’s Female Lighthouse Keeper                               Hereford’s Female Lighthouse Keeper                               
Laura Hedges

       To: Supt. of Lighthouses       To: Supt. of Lighthouses
Dec. 26, 1925Dec. 26, 1925
Sir. The Keeper of this station is suf-
fering from the effects of a paralytic 
stroke contracted 9 months ago. 
Since last spring he has been fail-
ing gradually and is in bad shape. 
I am writing to ask if there is any 
way of placing him in a Government 
hospital for observation and treat-
ment and if found incurable that he 
may remain there permanently or 
at another institution. I find the care 
for him more than I can manage. 
Since this is the only home I have I 
would like to stay here as temporary 
keeper until his case is disposed of 
and until the weather is warmer. I 
have done the entire work here dur-
ing his illness.       

Respectively, Laura HedgesRespectively, Laura Hedges

To: Mrs. William HedgesTo: Mrs. William Hedges
DEC. 29DEC. 29THTH, 1925, 1925
Receipt is acknowledged of your 
letter relative to the illness of your 
husband. You are advised that the 
only action that can be taken  is 
for Mr. Hedges to apply to the U.S. 
Public Health Service for treatment 
and admittance to the Marine Hos-
pital in Phila. PA. it appears from 
the information you furnished that 
if Mr. Hedges is incapacitated for 
duty, steps will be taken to have Mr. 
Hedges retired on account of dis-
ability concerning which, he will be 
advised at a later date.   

J.T Yates, Supt.                      J.T Yates, Supt.                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                      
To: US Marine Hospital, Phila. PATo: US Marine Hospital, Phila. PA
DEC. 29, 1925DEC. 29, 1925
This is advised that William Hedges, 
Keeper of Hereford Inlet LH, suf-
fered a stroke some months ago 
and is totally incapacitated for duty. 
If his physical condition warrants, 
this office proposes to recommend 
his retirement. The regulations per-
taining to such retirement must be 
accompanied by a proper medical 
certificate based on examination 
of a medical officer of the US. Will 
you kindly have Keeper Hedges ex-
amined and furnish this office with 
the needed certificate pertaining to 
disability retirement. Early action is 
needed as if the Keeper is totally 

disabled it is important that he be 
relieved from duty so a replacement 
can be appointed.  

J.T. Yates, Supt.J.T. Yates, Supt.

To: Keeper William HedgesTo: Keeper William Hedges
DEC. 30, 1925                                                                                                         DEC. 30, 1925                                                                                                         
Sir,  You are requested to call upon 
Dr. H. Tomlin, Wildwood, NJ in or-
der that you may have a physical 
examination in accordance with a 
letter received from J.T. Yates, Supt.

W.G. Stimpson, Senior SurgeonW.G. Stimpson, Senior Surgeon

(Three Days Later…)(Three Days Later…)
JAN. 1, 1926JAN. 1, 1926
Washington, DCWashington, DC
Dept. of Commerce Lighthouse Dept. of Commerce Lighthouse 
Service            Service            
                                                                                                  
The Bureau is advised of the 
death of the following employee 
at Hereford Lighthouse
Name:   Will iam H. Hedges                              
Position: Keeper, Hereford Inlet 
Light Station, NJ
Legal residence: New  York                           
Salary:  $1,200 per annum

WILDWOOD TRIBUNE JOURNAL  WILDWOOD TRIBUNE JOURNAL  
JAN, 7TH, 1926JAN, 7TH, 1926
Keeper Hedges Obituary:Keeper Hedges Obituary:
“Old Lighthouse keeper dies. Mr. “Old Lighthouse keeper dies. Mr. 
Hedges had seen the beacon warn-Hedges had seen the beacon warn-
ing mariners kept bright, without ing mariners kept bright, without 
error of omission or commission error of omission or commission 
against him. Millions of sailors against him. Millions of sailors 
have been guided by the light he have been guided by the light he 
trimmed and cared for.”trimmed and cared for.”

Laura had her husband’s  body sent 
back to his family’s town of East 
Hampton New York for burial. The 
lighthouse Service allowed her to 
remain at Hereford as temporary 
keeper until a permanent keeper 
could be appointed. Upon her 
replacement’s arrival two months 
later, on Feb. 28th, 1926, her em-
ployment was terminated.  She 
received William’s last check (for 
1 day) $3.33, based on his yearly 
salary of $1,200.  Her bill for the 
local undertaker was $203.70. 
Laura moved back to Syracuse , NY, 
where she eventually remarried. 
She passed away on Aug 28th, 1953, 
at the age of 84.

The following letters tell the story. The following letters tell the story. (slightly  abridged) 

“The past is a foreign country… They do things differently there. “– L. T. Hartley

Keep calm and shine on!
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Andrew J. 
Cafiero

Bruce B. 
Conwell, Jr.

3303 New Jersey AveNue • wildwood, NJ 08260
tel: (609)522-0511   info@cafierolaw.com   www.cafierolaw.com

  

Andrea 
Balliette

Personal Injury 
Real Estate

Corporations
Collections  

Wills and Estates 
Planning and Eldercare

Business Law 
Zoning and Planning

A tradition of excellence since 1931.
Cafiero Law, P.a. Attorneys-at-Law 

James S. Cafiero 
Esq. of Counsel

100 E. Rio Grande Ave. 
Wildwood, NJ 08260

Phone: 609.522.6633  
Fax: 609.522.5030

Seth A. Fuscellaro, P.A.

Divorce & Family
Personal Injury

Traffic 
Real Estate

Wills, Estates & Trusts

Specializing in

seth@fuscellarolaw.com

Seth A. 
Fuscellaro

Toni D. Z. 
Fuscellaro

The Law Office Of

Dstef@stefankiewiczlaw.comDstef@stefankiewiczlaw.com 111 E. 17th Street • North Wildwood, NJ111 E. 17th Street • North Wildwood, NJ

Stefankiewicz LawStefankiewicz Law

609.729.5250609.729.5250Call Today!

CRIMINAL LAW 
DWI  |  TRAFFIC LAW

DIVORCE  | DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

David A. Stefankiewicz, Esq.

40 YEARS AGO40 YEARS AGO

Scott Russell WHS 85

Bob Maschio WHS 85

Bernard Joseph Kane
“BJ”   WCHS 85

Frank McMonagle
 WCHS 85

Deborah Jones WHS 85

Robin Salasin WCHS 85

Mark Jones WHS 85

Doranne Vallese 
WCHS 85

Steve Szczur WHS 85

DonnaJean Adams WHS 85 Kathy Clark WHS 85 Nick Nastasi WHS 85

A Blast From 
the Past !

Tell Them You Saw 
them in The Sun!

George F. Boyer Museum

www.wildwoodHistoricalMuseuM.coM

3907 Pacific Avenue

By-the-Sea, 
N.J.

“A memory is a photograph taken by the heart to make a special moment last forever. “ ~ Anon

Request to feature your yearbook photo: thesunbythesea@gmail.com 

�����’���������’���������
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“What people say about you is a reflection of them, not you. The best revenge is to live well. Remember, you can’t get ahead if you’re trying to get even.” ~Maya Angelou

a boogie board + waves + an underwater disposable camera   
                     = fun in the sun!  Happiest Summer to You!

                              There’s a sheer, unmatched joy in boogie boarding with 
family and friends—with the sun shining high and laughter echoing across the 
shore, each wave becomes a shared adventure. We cheer each other on as we 
ride the swells, tumbling, gliding, sometimes wiping out, but always rising with 
a grin. The salty splash, the tug of the tide, and the thrill of catching that per-
fect wave weave together a tapestry of memories. Afterward, there’s nothing 
better than drying off in the golden warmth of the sun, towels wrapped loosely 
around us, with feelings money can’t buy. We bask in the moment, skin tingling 
from the sea and hearts full from the fun. These sun-drenched days—simple, 
spontaneous, and joy-filled—remind us that the best things in life aren’t com-
plicated. They’re just waiting in the waves with the people we love.

by Dorothy Kulisek

1-STOP 

SHOPPING LIQUOR STORE
CR AB ISLANDCR AB ISLAND
26th & Park Blvd. Wildwood  609-522-9229

A Growing Selection of:
WINES - BEERS - LIQUORS

CIGARS • CIGARETTES • LOTTERY

Service Service is our specialty!is our specialty!

1010%% ACTIVE & 
RET. MILITARY
EXC. CIGS - LOTTERY

DISCOUNT

Walk-in Humidor
fun with an underwater disposable camera off 7th St. beach
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MOOSE MOOSE 
LODGELODGE585

Proudly announcing the 

300 W Spruce Ave.300 W Spruce Ave.
North Wildwood • 609-522-1460North Wildwood • 609-522-1460 Members and their qualified guests are always welcome!

Jack’s Crabs Every Thursday night

Check our Facebook for:
Music-Ingo • QuizzoMusic-Ingo • Quizzo
Name That Tune • DJName That Tune • DJ

Open Fri. thru Sun. 4-9pm

THE KITCHEN THE KITCHEN 
at theat the MOOSE MOOSE

“There should be sympathy cards for having to go back to work after vacation.” ~Anon.

OPEN
EVERY
DAY

• Soft Serve 
• Hand-dipped 
• Sundaes 
• Fluringos 
• Floats
• Waffles &    
   Ice Cream 
• Banana Splits
• Milkshakes 
• Water Ice

18TH & NEW JERSEY AVE. 
NORTH WILDWOODwww.Sunstore.bigcartel.com

Visit 
Dorothy 

at the NW
FLEA MARKET

SUNDAY, 
AUGUST 10TH

at 7th & JFK

DOROTHY McMONAGLE KULISEK CARDS, BOOKS, PAINTINGS AVAILABLE 

CREST FISHING PIER

Find us in the ACROPOLIS MOTEL 
between 3rd & 4th Aves. on JFK Beach Dr. in North Wildwood

Come see us at our 
New Location!

Open 7 Days
 8:00am-2:00pm

Serving 
Breakfast & Lunch

MINI PHOTO                        SESSIONSMINI PHOTO                        SESSIONS

BOOK YOUR SUN SESH NOW!
or email: thesunbythesea@gmail.com

SUNSTORE.BIGCARTEL.COM

$300.
•• 30 MINUTE SESSIONS
•• 10 DIGITAL IMAGES
•• 50% DEPOSIT DUE AT BOOKING
LOCATION OPTIONS:
•• ANY CAPE MAY COUNTY BEACH
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FiVE MiLES
of SMiLES

Celebrate the spirit of Christmas 
like Tim Barry with his grinch hat

Bring your Christmas stoke like 
West Wildwood Mayor Matt & Boz

Feeling jolly w/Anita, Pappy & Mark

“Let a series of happy thoughts run through your mind. They will show on your face.” ~Anon

Located at the Aloha Oceanfront MotelLocated at the Aloha Oceanfront Motel
210 JFK Beach Dr. • North Wildwood 210 JFK Beach Dr. • North Wildwood 

Breakfast & Lunch At the BeachBreakfast & Lunch At the Beach

AlohaAlohaOpen DailyOpen Daily
7am to 3pm7am to 3pm

609-522-8495  ext. 150
609-522-8495  ext. 150

THETHEKING OF
KING OFOMELETTES

OMELETTES

Lunc�Lunc�
Burgers • Hot Dogs • Steak Sandwiches Burgers • Hot Dogs • Steak Sandwiches 

Hot & Cold Sandwiches • Wraps • Salads • FriesHot & Cold Sandwiches • Wraps • Salads • Fries
 Chicken Fingers • Grilled Cheese Chicken Fingers • Grilled Cheese

Try the Aloha Big BreakfastTry the Aloha Big BreakfastTry the Aloha Big BreakfastTry the Aloha Big Breakfast
2 Golden Pancakes, 2 Eggs (any style)2 Golden Pancakes, 2 Eggs (any style)
2 Pieces of Bacon  & 1 Sausage Patty2 Pieces of Bacon  & 1 Sausage Patty

Surfing Santas Save the Date!
SATURDAY, JULY 26  

Sign-up 8am, Contest 9am
INLET BEACH, N. WILDWOOD

NWBP James, Brian, and Lila
dressed their best for XMas in July

Ready for Christmas in July w/Brigid, 
Owen & Kellen of Billy’s Beach Service . . .  or dress like Ryan, sporting his 

XMas in July swim trunks
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“I’m dreaming of a beachy Christmas!” ~Save the Date! Island wide Christmas in July is Saturday July 26, 2025

the SUN by-the-Sea

OPEN 10AM DAILY

RIO GRANDE  609-465-3641                RIO GRANDE  609-465-3641                CAPE MAY  CAPE MAY  609-884-8949609-884-8949
SHOP ONLINe AT WWW.WINTERWOODGIFT.COM

YOUR CHRIST MAS IN JULY HEADQUARTERS!YOUR CHRIST MAS IN JULY HEADQUARTERS!

TTwaswas  thethe N Nightight b beforeefore C Chrihristmas. . . stmas. . . 
But why wait ‘til then?But why wait ‘til then?

A A LLOCOCAAL L HHoolliidayday  TTRADRADIITTIIOON  for over N  for over 40 40 YYeeaarrss

EMMIE & LUCASEMMIE & LUCAS
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The summer of 1954 found Ruth Dorothy Waters Ruth Dorothy Waters 
at the edge of something new. At nineteen, she and 
her adventurous friend Joan set out from Baltimore, 
making their way to the Wildwoods—a place that 
would unknowingly become woven into the fabric 
of her family’s history. In photographs from that 
time, Ruth and Joan radiate the carefree joy of 
young women discovering the salty air, the board-
walk’s endless promise, and the way the ocean 
could make the world feel infinite.
Years later, Wildwood became more than just a 
destination—it was a tradition. Ruth’s daughter 
remembers the summers spent at the Lurae Motel, 
where a caravan of family and friends arrived in 
tandem, renting out multiple rooms to turn vaca-
tions into reunions. Uncle Ed and Aunt Lorraine, 
Mr. Ed—who everyone called Santa Claus—and his 
wife, along with cousins Joanie and Patti, made up 
the cast of those golden days. The beach was their 
playground, the pool a sunlit retreat, and dinner 
an event worthy of their finest clothes. Nights at 
Zaberer’s, the first ritual stop at the Shell Shop, and 
the thrill of winning stuffed animals on the board-
walk were the rhythms of summer.
As time moved forward, Wildwood remained. The 
daughter, now grown, returned for day trips with 
her fiancé, Cliff, stealing moments of nostalgia be-
fore life carried them forward. On one of those 
trips, an impromptu overnight stay at the Laura Mo-
tel—sleeping on the floor among cousins—proved 
that Wildwood always had room for one more.
Marriage and children came, and with them, the 
cycle began anew. Christine and Jason, her own 
children, spent their childhood summers at the Ro-
man Holiday, first splashing in the baby pool and 
later braving the deep end. They forged friend-
ships with Dominic, the motel’s owner, and Chris-
tine even kept an eye on his little girl, watching 
over her the way Wildwood watches over us all.
Nineteen years ago, the family’s connection to 
Wildwood became permanent with the purchase 
of a condo at 5th & Ocean. The next generation, 
Christine and Jason’s children, carry on the tradi-
tion, returning to the shore at their family’s condo 
when they can, even from across the country. The 
next generation. Emma, Bella, and Ty are now feel-
ing the pull of Wildwood’s tides, and little Will 
waits for his first visit.
Though Ruth and Joan are no longer here, their 
spirit lingers in every crashing wave and shimmer-
ing boardwalk light. Their discovery of Wildwood 
all those years ago wasn’t just a summer adven-
ture—it was the beginning of a legacy.
And so, the story continues.

A WILDWOOD LEGACY

by Dorothy Kulisek

Family & friends heading out to bike ride, 1970s

The extended family spent many summers vacation-
ning at the Lurae Motel Lurae Motel that once graced the block 

on Surf Ave. between 6th & 7th in N. Wildwood

Ruth Dorothy when she was 19 years old , 1954

Ruth Dorothy shopping on the boardwalk

Ruth Dorothy & Joan visiting Wildwood in January1954

Cliff  & Kathy with their children 
Christine & Jason at their condo at  
the Mediterranean

The whole family enjoying a night on the boardwalk

that began in 1954 with 2 adventurous teenagers from Maryland

“The great eventful Present hides the Past; but through the din of its loud life hints and echoes from the life behind steal in.” ~John Greenleaf Whittier

I followed my heart, and it led me to the beach
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“God’s gifts are measureless, and there shall be eternal summer in the grateful heart.” ~Celia Thaxter, “A Grateful Heart”

423 W. Spruce Ave., North Wildwood, NJ

GET ONEGET ONE
FREEFREE

BLIZZARDBLIZZARD

Must present coupon for discount. Expires 10/30/2025

BUY BUY ONEONE
NORTH WILDWOOD LOCATION ONLY

MUST PRESENT COUPON. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR MAIL ORDERS

10% off 
Our Gift to You!

the sun
YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE

Since 
1926

WILDWOOD & OCEAN AVE.
WILDWOOD, NJ 
609-729-1555

www.laurasfudge.com

1-800-4-LAURAS
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FOLLOW FOR

   UPDATES

2507 DELAWARE AVE., NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ 
 www.thesaltymermaidbarandgrille.com  609.600.2165

LUNCH - DINNER   OUTSIDE DINING    Family-Friendly

WAITING AREA 
with outside bar
& Yard Games

Gluten Free Options

She’s back... 
and saltier than ever!

Open Daily from 11:30am

FALLEN 
HEROES 
PLUNGE
SAVE THE DATE! 

FEBRUARY 28, 
2026

Teresa, Kathy & Marie 

Volunteers: Ann, Eve, Laurie & Sandy

Jimmy & Elizabeth of the new Chef U

“ it’s hard to be crabby when life is so delicious. “   ~ from the little book of Otter Philosophy

HIGH SCHOOL “IRISH” SWEATSHIRTS

$20.
EACH

No extra charge 
for 2X & 3X  

WE DELIVER 
ANYWHERE 

ON THE 
ISLAND

215-287-0584   Jepamo58@aol.com
Www.jepamotees.com

Sweatshirts

$15.
Tee-shirts

EACH

EXIT 6
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In high tide or low tide, 
I’ll always be by your side

“Because down the shore... Everything’s alright.” ~ Bruce Springsteen
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139 E. Second Avenue, North Wildwood, NJ 08260
609-522-2271 • Northwildwoodumc.com

At North Wildwood Methodist, our doors are wide open to people from all back-
grounds, regardless of where you are in your spiritual journey. We commit ourselves 
to full inclusion of all people in worship and our various ministries, working to create 
a church without barriers where we can all be side-by-side. We know all people to be 
of sacred worth and welcome anyone who comes here seeking the love of God.

“What you do for the least of my brothers “What you do for the least of my brothers 
and sisters, you do for me.” and sisters, you do for me.” -Matthew 25:40

~ ALL ARE WELCOME ~~ ALL ARE WELCOME ~

North Wildwood United Methodist ChurchNorth Wildwood United Methodist Church

Sunday ServiceSunday Service
9:15 a.m.9:15 a.m.

at 2nd & Central Avenuesat 2nd & Central Avenues
North WildwoodNorth Wildwood

CHRIST the KING
Reformed Presbyterian Church

Young & New Jersey Ave.  
609-729-5584

Sunday 11:00am

142 W. Spencer Ave.   
609-522-1028

Sunday Service 11am
Wed Prayer  7-8pm

transformingnj.com

Asbury A.M.E. 
Church

Eureka Transformation

HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN

26th & Central Ave.
609-522-8389 

Sun. Morning Liturgy 
10am

St. Simeon’s by-the-Sea Episcopal 

2810 Atlantic Ave.   609-522-5000

8am Spoken Service w/Communion
 10:30am Traditional Service 

w/Communion ~ Sunday School 
Third Sunday of each Month

10:30am Contemporary 
Blended Service w/ Communion

3rd & Atlantic Ave.  
609-522-8489

Pastor James Zozzaro

Sunday 10:30am

BETH JUDAH TEMPLE 
Pacific & Spencer Aves. 

609-522-7541
For Shabbat Services

bethjudahtemple.org

Check Facebook page

435 W. Garfield Ave
609-522-0056

Sunday Worship 10:45am

Angel Visit Baptist

9 Neptune Avenue
Sunday 10am 

West Wildwood 
Bible Church

100 Years in 2024

THE BOARDWALK CHAPEL  
4312 Boardwalk 609-523-2307

NIGHTLY PROGRAMS  Mon-Sat  8:30PM
SUN EVE Service 7PM

Maple & Atlantic Ave. 
609-522-2981

Sunday School 10am
Coffee Hour 10am

Sunday Service 11am

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

2nd & Central Ave. 
609-522-2271 

North Wildwood United Methodist 

Home of the Homeless Jesus

Sunday Service
9:15am Traditional Service

at 2nd & Central Aves.

Crocus & Pacific Aves  
Enter on Crocus 

in Social Hall

Sunday 9:30am 
Breakfast, Worship and the WORD!

CREST COMMUNITY CHURCH

Assumption RC Church

2900 Atlantic Ave.
Wildwood 

609-522-2709

ST. ANN’S RC CHURCH

NOTRE DAME DE LA MER PARISH

BLESSING OF THE OCEAN 
AUGUST 14TH

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
AUGUST 15TH

7110 Seaview Ave. Wildwood Crest
609-522-4114       

      Sat. 4:30pm 
Sun. 8:30 & 10:30

       Daily Mon-Sat  8:30am 

Sat.  4:30pm   
 Sun. 7:00, 8:30 & 10:30

Churches in the Wildwoods
Printed with compliments of The SUN with blessings. 

To update your listing EMAIL: THESUNBYTHESEA@GMAIL.COM

or

Sunday, July 27, 2025 
6-9pm

JCBP Shore Fire Worship Fest

Centennial Park 
Fern Rd. & Ocean Ave. Wildwood Crest

 “Come to me, 
all you who are 
weary and carry 
heavy burdens, 
and I will give 

you rest.”
~Matthew 11:28

All are Welcome!

Free Concert 
Refreshments & Games

Lawn Seating - Bring your own 
beach chairs, blankets, 

family & friends

“What you’re afraid of is not the sea, but to lose sight of the shore. Remember the Promised Land is on the other side.” ~ Maxime Lagace 

Life is fragile. Handle with prayer

301 Anglesea Ave., 
609-522-0152    
Orthos  9am 

Divine Liturgy 10am

St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox

GREEK FESTIVAL - AUG. 22-24
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Lazarus HouseLazarus House

“For I was hungry“For I was hungry
and you gave me food”and you gave me food”

LHLH
Emergency Food PantryEmergency Food Pantry
Burk & Pacific Aves. Wildwood, NJ

609.522.1500
OPEN MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY 10AM - 12 NOON

“HUNGER NEVER TAKES A HOLIDAY!”

Vintage 1920s 
postcard of 

the newly built 
church at 18th 

and Central 
Aves. in North 

Wildwood

Before buildings are 
demolished, they ‘go 
black’. Pictured here 
in the Fall of ‘24, are 
men in Hazmat suits 
removing asbestos 
shingles.

It was a frigid day, 
Tuesday, January 

21st, 2025 when the 
sun went down over 

this once-sacred 
building for the last 
time before demoli-
tion began the next 

morning.  

Central Bible Church
1907 ~ 2024   NORTH WILDWOOD, N.J.

The North Wildwood Union Church 
began as the North Wildwood 
Union Sunday School, organized 
on December 8, 1907, in the North 
Wildwood Public School building. 
On August 18, 1921, worship ser-
vices began at the newly built cha-
pel on 18th and Central Avenue, 
led by A.F. Hirst until 1926. Rev. Dr. 
Charles L. Hunter was then called 
as pastor and, on January 16, 1928, 
the church was officially organized.
Over the years, the church under-
went several name changes, becom-
ing Faith Chapel in 1950 and later 
Central Bible Church in the 1960s. 
In January 2002, the congregation 
called Rev. Jim Allay as pastor and 

joined the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church, officially recognized on 
March 10, 2002.
On the Sunday morning of July 21, 
2024, the chapel stood silent for the 
first time since opening its doors for 
worship in 1921. Once filled with 
hope for a new beginning as a reno-
vated home under the ownership of 
Nick and Kari Guiffre, those plans 
sadly never came to fruition. Now, 
as the historic structure has met the 
wrecking ball, there is some solace 
in knowing that its most beautiful 
handcrafted stained glass windows 
were carefully removed, with the 
hope that they will be preserved 
and cherished in a meaningful way.

“There is so much good in the worst of us, and so much bad in the best of us, that it behooves all of us not to talk about the rest of us.”

*See the newly constructed home in this issue on page 8.

Words of wisdom from Robert Louis Stevenson
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Marie’s 

(609)729-0199

5918 New Jersey Ave.
WILDWOOD CREST

Since 
1973www.mariesflower.net 

FLOWER SHOP 

Open Wednesday thru Saturday

(4247)

New Jersey & Chestnut Aves. New Jersey & Chestnut Aves. 
North WildwoodNorth Wildwood

Walk-ins Welcome
Love at first cut!

Color • Highlights • Perms • Waxing 

(609) (609) 729-HAIR729-HAIR

Josephine, Bobbi lyn & Gina 

 I was in the Wildwood McDonald’s on  
Rio Grande Avenue having breakfast  
– a fruit and walnut salad, one of 

Mickey D’s new healthy offerings – 
when a fellow came up and introduced 
himself as Ralph Grassi. 

He said he wanted to compliment 
me on the documentary I’d made on the 
Wildwood Boardwalk and the fiction I 
write for the Wildwood Sun-By-the-Sea 
newspaper. Now that’s a nice way to 
start your day. We chatted for a while 
and then he gave me a cool business 
card for his Funchase website (www.
funchase.com) and left. 

I went on the site when I got home 
and it turns out that it should have 
been me complimenting Ralph Grassi. 
For anyone interested in Wildwood, 
Funchase.com is nothing short of mi-
raculous. If they gave out Oscars for 
websites, my vote would go to Ralph 
Grassi and Funchase. You can literally 
spend days browsing and looking and 
reading and marveling. And, again, 
it’s all about Wildwood, splendidly 
organized, researched, written, and il-
lustrated with a cornucopia of archival 
photos and images.

The Funchase home page gives you 
an idea of what’s inside: Hunt’s Pier’s 
Grand Opening, When Wildwood 
Rocked, The Fall of Kong, Wildwood 
Drive-In Theatre, Wildwood Rockives, 
The Summer of Jaws, The World of 
Wax, Enter the Funchase (about seven 
Wildwood piers), Hunt’s Movie Theatres 
(about six theatres), Hunt’s Sounds 
(sounds of the rides), Dr. Blood’s Last 
Call, Video Vault (films from 1986 and 
the aftermath of the Starlight Ballroom 
fire), Mack’s Pizza, Cuckoo for Coconut 
Heads, Hitchcock Manor, The Adven-
tures of “Fast Buck Freddy” Mahana 
(puppeteer and designer), Remem-
bering the Fun Shop, and Wildwood 
Historical Museum. It’s as fantastic and 
amazing as Wildwood itself. 

An Oscar for Ralph
by Bob Ingram

Away from Funchase, Ralph Grassi is 
supervisor of public safety in Wildwood 
Crest. Both his grandfathers were from 
South Philly, incidentally, one a butcher 
and the other a tailor. 

He chose the Funchase name for his 
ongoing web project because it was 
the name of the old Ocean Pier that 
burnt down in 1943. {before opening 
as Hunt’s Pier in 1957}    “Funchase 
is another name for a funhouse,” he 
explains. “I always loved that name 
because it was so antiquated.”

He started the website in 2001 to 
premier the collectible Wildwood sculp-
tures that he custom makes and then “I 
just started to put in more information 
and started getting into the research of 
the stuff I was interested in, especially 
the ‘dark rides’ – the enclosed, spooky 
rides,” he continues. “It’s a personal 
reflection on all the things that really 
stood out for me when I was a kid. I 
write from the heart and I have fun 
building little offshoots here and there, 
like a funhouse.”

Now if you really want to see a fun-
house, Grassi’s house in Wildwood Crest 
fills that bill. It’s a veritable museum – 
every room, wall to wall – of Wildwood 
memorabilia. It’s the real life version of 
Funchase. 

“I’ve always collected unusual or 
spooky stuff,” he admits, “and when the 
first piece, a little clown from Sportland 
Pier, came to me in ’88 or ’89, I started to 
have this thirst for the things that were 
disappearing. Most of the stuff just went 
into the trash at that time, so I started to 
keep an eye on the Boardwalk and any 
time I would see a dumpster show up, 
I would ask and sometimes I would be 
welcome to help myself, or I would wait 
and pull stuff out of the trash.” 

Grassi and his wife, Donna, were 
married on Halloween, and for many 
years on Halloween the couple had 
an extravaganza at the house that 
brought as many as 450 people for a 
walk-through. They were so elaborate 
that Ralph began the planning and 
work about this time of year. “We had 
so many people show up that the police 
had to monitor it,” Donna says.

Ralph says he hasn’t done the Hal-
loween show for a few years now and 
that it was so popular that the couple 
has had to put up signs saying it wasn’t 
happening.

“I tried to recreate the Boardwalk 
with it,” he says.      That figures.  

WIND  •  SMOKE  •  WATER  •  FIRE  •  FLOOD  •  BROKEN PIPES

DO YOU HAVE 
PROPERTY DAMAGE?

Serving Cape May County for 35 Years
Call Bill O’Connell, President

609.522.1954609.522.1954
609.780.1500609.780.1500

CAPE MAY COUNTY’S PUBLIC ADJUSTER

www.ElitePublicAdjusters.com

for Free Consultation & Inspection

Let Us 
Get You 

the Maximum 

Settlement!

“I think it’s very important to be positive about everything in your life that’s negative.” ~ Barbara Streitsand 

{SUN ARCHIVE: 2007}
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Coffee • Cereal Bar • Loose Bagels  Coffee • Cereal Bar • Loose Bagels  
Spreads • Breakfast Sammies • Toast Spreads • Breakfast Sammies • Toast 

Bakery • Gluten-Free • Coffees  • Teas Bakery • Gluten-Free • Coffees  • Teas 
 Hot Cold • Lattes • Lunch Sammies Hot Cold • Lattes • Lunch Sammies

1710 New York Ave. North Wildwood, NJ 082601710 New York Ave. North Wildwood, NJ 08260
484-459-6732  •  www.McCoysNW.com484-459-6732  •  www.McCoysNW.com Follow us on social media Follow us on social media 

SANTUCCI’S

Casual Dining, Delivery, Pick up and Catering. 
Santucci’s Wildwood is BYOB.

ORIGINAL SQUARE PIZZA

Check our Social Media for Menu & Daily Specials!
402 E. 26TH AVENUE, WILDWOOD, NJOPEN YEAR ROUND

(609) 219-5250 

WAREHOUSE WICKER & HOME DECOR

521 W. Rio Grande Ave., Wildwood, NJ 609.729.5558
at the foot of the Rio Grande Bridge

Gifts - Baskets - Furniture - Pictures - Candles and so much more

established
1990

open
9 to 5 

Enter Funchase.com to relive your childhood in Wildwood

On the same section of beach where the wonderful 
Ocean Pier once stood emerged an Oceanic Wonder-
land... Hunt’s Pier. With only four rides in operation, 
Hunt’s Pier had its unofficial opening on Memorial 
Day, May 30th 1957

“Some pursue happiness – others create it.” ~Anon.

Ralph Grassi

with professional 
NYC ballerina 

PRIVATE AND SEMI-PRIVATE
1 HOUR BALLET CLASS 

ON NORTH WILDWOOD BEACH
AGES 4 - ADULT

To book email: sophieseas@gmail.com
@sophieseasilnicki

Sophie Silnicki
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We look forward to serving you!

Local, Licensed and Insured
 

All facets of home repair, 
maintenance and emergency service

CALL STEVE BLACK

NJ HIC #13VH12091500

Free Estimates    Licensed & Insured    Interior & Exterior

Call Now!Call Now!

TIM WADE
(609) 602-2230

All you Need is Love!
LOVE’S PEST CONTROL

Complete Pest Control Services - 24/7

Termite & Pest Control     Flea & Tick Control Specialists
COMMERCIAL                  RESIDENTIAL
CAPE MAY COURTHOUSE  609-463-0778

WILDWOOD, NJ            609-729-0110

oehler Floor Covering Contracto

Call for a Free Estimate Today!

MARK KOEHLER 
609-780-0252

K

NJ STATE 
LICENSED & INSURED

R

ED KOEHLER
609-780-0253

For All Your Flooring Needs!  Finest Quality Installations!

SPECIALIZING IN CARPET 
 LAMINATE - LUXURY VINYL PLANK

FLOOR COVERING

P 609-522-3355  C 609-517-0970troianojr@comcast.net

ERNEST TROIANO, Jr.  President
CONCRETE & MASONRY CONTRACTORS

Five Generations Serving THE WILDWOODS 
& Cape May County for 107 years! 

QUALITY COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL WORK

CONCRETE & MASONRY
EST. 1918

TROIANO

CELEBRATE SUMMER 
WITH A SPARKLING CLEAN PROPERTY!

NORTH WILDWOOD’S 
PREMIUM PRESSURE WASHING SERVICES

Mention 
The SUN 

for an exclusive 

20%
for new customers!

*Good for
Summer 2025

OFF

DECKS • PATIOS • PAVERS • SIDING • ROOFS

• Unparalleled expertise 
   in exterior cleaning
• Re-sanding & Sealing Pavers
• State-of-the-art equipment 
   for exceptional results
• Fully licensed and insured 
   for your peace of mind
• Locally owned and operated
   we’re your neighbors!

(609)-972-0212 
www.supersoakerpros.com

BOOK TODAYBOOK TODAY

Serving North Wildwood, South Jersey, Cape May County, and beyondServing North Wildwood, South Jersey, Cape May County, and beyond

One thing is for certain in life...
“If it’s not one thing, it’s another… It’s always something! “

“ I get by with a little help from my friends.” – The Beatles.
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3209 NEW JERSEY AVE. 
WILDWOOD

609-522-6291 • 609-522-4499

Pick-Up & Delivery Service
Same Day Service • Repairs

Michael Cummiskey, ownerMichael Cummiskey, ownerMichael Cummiskey, owner
MichaelsFabricare.comMichaelsFabricare.com

Michael’sMichael’s
FABRICAREFABRICARE

Delivering fresh, pressed articles of clothing 
to Cape May County’s best dressed since 1987

Specializing in Bridal Gowns
New Alterations Department

Mon-Fri  7am - 3pm    
Sat 9am - 1pm

FULL-SERVICE QUALITY DRY CLEANING

coloryourworldtoday@yahoo.com

Specializing in
Interior - Exterior 

PAINTING - WOOD STAINING
POWERWASHING 

Residential -Commercial
Decks - Fencing - RVs - Boats

DRYWALL REPAIRS

LICENSE  #13VH11200300

FREE ESTIMATES
609-602-3951609-602-3951

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED  
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

PAINTING & POWERWASHING

But… “it could always be worse!” 

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world.” ~Desmond Tutu
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I hope to see you again at the 
North Wildwood Flea Market
Sunday, August 10, 2025 

David & Sheila German say reading 
the Sun is their most favorite thing 
to do when they get to the shore.
(Thank you! xo ~Dorothy) 

Tim McGovern & Marie Smith 

Best friends in the Crest
Andrea & Pam

Eric & Kristie of Salty Mermaid
She’s back... and saltier than ever! Mike & Lilly Hickey

Mark, Henry & Donna Trottnow

Beach buddies, Patty & Eileen

9854 Pacific Ave., Wildwood Crest, NJ  
www.Cariniwc.com

Carini
Family Ristorante & Pizzeria

BYOBBYOB

Available

Monday & Thursday Prime Rib Night

OPEN DAILY 11AM • SUNDAY 12NOON
LUNCH & DINNER

Inside Dining • Take Out • Delivery • Catering 

The Sanzone Family of Wildwood Crest
are here to serve you along with their staff! 

Pizza • Pasta • Seafood • Veal  
Chicken • Steak • Sandwiches

New! GRANDMA SICILIAN PIZZAGRANDMA SICILIAN PIZZA

609-522-7304

FiVE MiLES
of SMiLES

“There is a destiny that shapes our ends — and a lasagna that ends our shapes!” ~Robert Orben, 2100 Laughs For All Occasions, 1983
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Joseph V. Rullo ABR
Sales Associate

Cell:609.827.9908    Off :609.522.6333
Fax:609.522.8350

joe@capeislandsrealty.com
#SliceoftheBeachLife    #JVRrealtor

Cape Islands Realty 
105 W. 2nd Ave.

North Wildwood, NJ 08260
www.capeislandsrealty.com

R E A L T Y

Selling a Lifestyle!We’re saving We’re saving 
      your seat!      your seat!

ServingServing
all of the all of the 

Jersey Shore Jersey Shore 
pointspoints

“Get your Slice of 
the Beach Life”

Brian & Barbara Augustine 

At the Tolomeo family’s opening of North Wildwood Laundromat - On left, Jay & 
Ann Fetsick and Dave & Kathy DelConte, on right, NW City officials Nic Long, Sal 
Zampirri, Kelly Tolomeo, Mayor Patrick Rosenello, Dave DelConte, & Kyle Rutherford 

The Tolomeo family at 
their North Wildwood 

Laundromat. See their ad on 
page 16 and read more about 
them in our While You Were 

Away news column.  

Theresa Markee w/Josh & Juliana

Santa makes an incognito appearance

The one & only Monster Joe Trojak

“A good snapshot keeps a moment from running away.” ~Eudora Welty  

The secret to having it all is realizing you already do.

Bob & Robbie Matteucci

FiVE MiLES
of SMiLES

A smile is as 
good as a 
prayer... 

~Abigail May Alcott
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surf Contest

Wacky WavE

The Atlantic Surfers’ Organization to-
gether with OCEAN OUTFITTERS Surf 
Shop in Wildwood Crest will be holding 
it’s 27th annual Wacky Wave Surf Contest 
on Saturday August 16, 2025 to benefit the 
Woody Hall Memorial Surf Scholarship.  

A $500 scholarship is available annually 
to Cape May County high school seniors 
in memory of Woody Hall, a Wildwood 
surf legend who lost his life as a result of 
a surfing accident.

RAMBLER ROAD BEACH, 
WILDWOOD CREST

CONTEST STARTS AT 12 NOON

Michael & Tara with their flock of seagulls, Hazard, Moxie, Ainsile & RoyalFrom Ocean Outfitters Surf Shop
on right, Jeff & Julia Walden and 

Dean & Bobi Lyon, et al.

Pop & little Royal

“There’s power in looking silly and not caring that you do.” ~Amy Poehler

Brook Nina Chuck Harper and their Thing 1 & 2 Justin, Keri, Ralphie, Debbie
Abby, Stella

Maura & Coco 

Sandy & Woody Hall’s grandson
Cooper the Ninja turtle Martina & Chad DeSatnick

with their bumble bee daughter 
and her butterfly friend

Lucy & Tessa Juliana, Anela & Harleigh Smurfettes ~Abby & Brigid with 
their Minion friends 
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901 NEW JERSEY AVENUE, NORTH WILDWOOD, NJ 08260 | 609.551.4066
Todd deSatnick / Broker of Record

Where Real EstateWhere Real Estate
Meets RelaxationMeets Relaxation

“The more I expect, the more unhappy I am going to be. The more I accept, the more serene I am.” -Michael J. Fox

The beach enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time
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w h e r e  y e s t e r d ay  &  t o d ay  m e e t  b y - t h e - s e a

“Dear Sun, the other day i finally got my hands on a copy of the winter edition, 
sat on the seawall, and read it cover to cover. I have to say the articles were so 

beautiful and spoke to me!  Wildwood wouldn’t be Wildwood without The Sun!
Please keep up the amazing work!  ~Lily P

THE FREEDOM OF SUMMER
From the moment you cross the bridge 
and catch sight of the endless sea and 
sky, a sense of freedom takes hold. 
It’s as if the weight of the world lifts 
with each passing mile, and suddenly, 
you’re here—where time slows down 
and life feels lighter.

Gone are the heavy coats, scarves, 
and boots of winter. In their place, 
we embrace the open-air simplicity 
of flip-flops and swimwear. Socks? 
Who needs them? After months of 
longing, we finally get to feel that 
soft, warm sand between our toes 
again~ a simple joy ~ a grounding 
that connects us once again to our 
happy place.

Summer at the shore is a time to savor 
life’s little luxuries. It begins with the 
cool rush of jumping into the ocean, 
and drying off under the sun’s warm 
embrace. The refreshing rinse of an 
outdoor shower, where the saltwater is 
washed away, but the memories linger.

It’s about the joy of movement: letting 
your bare feet guide you along the 
water’s edge, boat cruises that glide 
across the bay, fishing trips, surfing 

smooth silky waves, breezy rides on 
the tram car, or a leisurely bike ride 
along the shore. Maybe you’re hop-
ping on a golf cart for a sunset cruise 
to your favorite pub, or just strolling 
the boards.

Summer is about that unmistakable 
feeling of freedom when school’s 
finally out, and endless days stretch 
ahead like an invitation to explore, 
play, and relax—an open calendar 
waiting to be filled with moments of 
fun in the sun and whatever makes 
you come alive.

This Summer issue of The Sun by the 
Sea is here to help you make the most 
of every moment. Inside, you’ll not 
only be delighted with stories that fill 
your heart, you’ll find every concert 
schedule, festival, and event to fill 
your days and nights. You’ll discover 
the best spots to eat, created with 
care by business owners who’ve spent 
the winter preparing for the summer 
to serve you their finest!

A special shout-out to all the event 
coordinators and every hardworking 
business owner who make this magi-
cal season possible. If it weren’t for 
them, where would all our enjoyment 
come from?

So take a deep breath, let the salt 
air work its magic, and embrace the 
freedom that only summer at the 
seashore can bring.

Every summer has its own story. 
Here’s to creating yours in the place 
we all love to call home!

Julie BucoloNorman BernardJerry FrealGratefully Yours,
Dorothy xo
artist, editor & publisher

d o r o t h y ’ s

T H  A N K   Y  O  U   L I L Y  P !!!!

“There is a magic about the sea. People are drawn to it. People want to love by it. Swim in it. Play in it. Look at it.” ~Cecilia Ahern

HOW OCEAN WAVES HEAL 
YOUR NERVOUS SYSTEM

Ocean waves follow a rhythmic pat-
tern of 12 cycles per minute--the same 
as the breathing pattern of a relaxed 

human. This is why sitting by the 
ocean instantly puts you into a medi-

tative state without even trying.



the SUN by-the-Sea 107

“A house is made of walls and beams; a home is built with love and dreams.” ~William Arthur Ward



• Register on RecDesk to enter  
   and participate
• Enjoy a summer visit from
   Mr. & Mrs. Claus!
      • Golf Cart Judging 
            1st, 2nd, 3rd Place

SATURDAY SATURDAY 
July 26, 2025July 26, 2025

Christmas in JulyChristmas in July
Golf Cart ParadeGolf Cart Parade

begins at begins at 1010amam
Along the Wildwood Along the Wildwood 

BoardwalkBoardwalk

For More Information: 609-522-2444 ext 2585 • www.wildwoodnj.org

MSBrownJewelers.com3304 Pacific Ave., Wildwood, NJ   609-522-7604

5 South Main St., Unit 103, CMCH, NJ  609-463-8799

Celebrating the oldest jewelry store 
in Wildwood and all 

of South Jersey

Exclusive Wildwood Charms!• •

SINCE 1950

Years !
Charming•

M.S. Brown Jewelers7755

THE SUN BY-THE-SEA MAGAZINE    P.O.BOX 2101  WILDWOOD, N.J. 08260    609.214.5608     WWW.SUNBYTHESEA.COM    THESUNBYTHESEA@GMAIL.COM

SHINING BRIGHT SINCE 2004

Hello Sunshine!  W ishing you a

100% Original and Old School

SUMMER OF ‘25    

Art Prints available at Sunstore.Bigcartel.com
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